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The Transfigured Saints of God Almighty

Matthew Chapter 17: [2]

In this chapter we read that after six days, our Lord Jesus Christ “was transfigured before them on a Seventh-day Sabbath: and his face shone like the sun, and his raiment was white as the light.” The word “transfigured” is a Greek word made up of two words, one word referring to the outward expression one gives to his inmost true nature, the other, signifying a change of activity. We could translate it to mean, “His mode of expression was changed before them.”

Our Lord’s usual mode of expression while on earth in His humility was that of a servant. He came not to be ministered unto, but to minister and to give his life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). But now, that usual mode of expression was changed. Our Lord Jesus now gave expression to the glory of His deity. The word “transfigured” here means that He changed His outward form of expression, namely, from that of a servant to that of Deity.

The transfiguration of Jesus Christ was a special revelation of Jesus Christ divinity to three of his disciples, and it was God Almighty’s divine affirmation of everything Jesus had done and was about to do. Moses and Elijah were two of the greatest prophets in the Old Testament. Moses represents the Law; Elijah represents the prophets who foretold the coming of the Messiah (Malachi 4:5, 6). Moses’ and Elijah’s presence with Jesus confirms Jesus’ Messianic mission to fulfill God Almighty’s Law and the words of God Almighty’s prophets. Just as God Almighty’s voice in the cloud over Mount Sinai gave authority to his law (Exodus 19:9), God Almighty’s voice at the transfiguration gave authority to Jesus' words.

Jesus Christ is more than just a great leader, a good example, a good influence, or a great prophet. He is the Son of God Almighty. When you understand this profound truth, the only adequate response is worship. When you have a correct understanding of Jesus Christ, you will obey Him. 

To have a better understanding of who Jesus is, let’s ask Satan who Jesus is? In a conversation with one of his former very high human agents who is now in Jesus, Satan disclosed who Jesus is. Satan said that before the promised child was born, however, that God Almighty hid the mystery from all His creation. The mystery is that God Almighty Himself came to this world to redeem human souls that have died in trespasses. He came because of the sin of man and that He might die the death of the cross so that the power of sin might be destroyed forever. Satan said that “Many righteous people have come into this world to do that kind of a thing, but we have defiled the lives of those individuals and so no human being can redeem mankind but God Almighty Himself.” 
Satan confessed that the Name of that righteous man “Jesus” is the very name of the living God Almighty which He bears. (Exodus 23:20). For this reason, he and his followers cannot withstand that Name as the universe was made by that Name “Jesus.” According to Satan, the most important aspect of it is that Jesus died and rose from the dead on the third day and He ascended into heaven with the flesh, which nobody has ever done.” Hence, the saying in the praise song, there is no one like you, Alpha and Omega, there is no one like you.

We have in II Corinthians 11:13-15 another Greek word of the direct opposite meaning, namely, the act of changing the outward expression of that which inwardly remains the same, that outward expression not being representative of that person’s inmost nature. Satan, his false apostles, and ministers assume an outward expression that does not correspond to their true natures. Before masquerading and that is what the Greek word means, as an angel of light, Satan gave outward expression to his inmost nature. But to mislead the human race and gain followers, he had to pose as an angel of light, whereas he is all the while an angel of darkness. 

Therefore, the Christian ought to be very careful. You can never be too careful with Satan, and for you to be careful enough you need to live the life of holiness, a holy life. How do you live a holy life? There is nothing that is called holiness without obedience to the word of God Almighty. If you want to be holy you need to obey God Almighty’s Word to the last letter. God Almighty does not get modernized or civilized (Malachi 3:6).

In Romans 12:2, we have both words used. Paul exhorts the saints not to be conformed to this world. Here he uses the word found in our Corinthians passage. Christians must not change their outward expression from that of a true expression of their inmost natures to an assumed expression not true of their new regenerated inmost being, that assumed expression patterned after the world. He exhorts them instead to be transformed, and here we have the same Greek word which is used in the Matthew passage and translated “transfigured.” Saints are to change their outward expression from that which was true of them before salvation, when they gave expression to what was in their indwelling sinful nature, to an expression of their inmost regenerated being. Then they would be transfigured saints.

In the Book of Malachi, we are given the practical guidelines about commitment to God Almighty. God Almighty deserves the best we have to offer. We must be willing to change our wrong ways of living. We should make the family a lifelong priority. We should welcome God Almighty’s refining process in our lives. We should tithe our income. There is no room for pride. 

Thus Paul exhorts the saints not to assume as an outward expression the fashions, habits, speech expressions, and artificiality of this evil age, thus hiding that expression of themselves which should come from what they are intrinsically as children of God Almighty. How saints sometimes like to have just a dash of the world about them so as not to appear too unworldly. How a coat of worldliness can cover up the Jesus Christ within. But instead, saints are to be transformed, that is, give an expression of what they are, as partakers of the divine nature, indwelt by the Spirit. 

As believers in Jesus Christ, we are to do so by having our inward life renewed by the Holy Spirit so that the Lord Jesus Christ may be seen. Thus true Christians will be transfigured saints. And as our Lord Jesus was seen by the disciples, shining resplendent or attractive and impressive in the glory of His deity, so the saints will shine with heavenly radiance pervading their thoughts, words, and deeds even on their earthly pilgrimage, lighting many a lost wanderer home amid the darkening shadows of this age.

As God Almighty’s people, we are foreigners on earth because our loyalty is always to our real King Jesus Christ. Still, we have to cooperate with the authorities and be responsible citizens. An ambassador to another country keeps the local laws that do not violate God Almighty’s Laws to represent well the one who sent him. We are Jesus Christ’s ambassadors. 
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