Sabbath Day Sermon of November 17, 2018
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Coming Day of The LORD

Malachi Chapter 4

The coming day of the LORD is foundeverywhere in Scripture, and if you have never stopped at any time to think about it and of what it might mean for you and for all people, the Word of the LORD in this prophecy explains it for all to know and be ready. 

We are told here that the coming day of the Lord shall be great and terrible day. It is a day when the proud and all who are wicked will be identified and their eternal estate will be determined. It is a day of wrath for them; the devouring fire will consume them.God Almighty’s wrath will be like the blasting heat of an oven. But it will be like the healing warmth of the sun to those who love and obey him. This chapter contains the last verses of the Old Testament, and they are filled with hope. Regardless of how life looks now, God Almighty controls the future and everything will be made right. We who have loved and served God Almighty look forward to joyful celebration. This hope for the future is ours as soon as we come to Jesus Christ and trust God Almighty with our lives.

Apostle Peter speaks about the day of the LORD, pointing to the events that identifies the wicked in 2Peter 3:3. He calls them scoffers, these are people who live as they please, not as God Almighty pleases. They talk as they please, not as God Almighty pleases. They own no master except themselves and are a law to themselves. They seek to deliver God Almighty’s people from what they think to be their foolish convictions and way of life.

“Where is the promise of his coming? The longer Jesus tarries, the more unbelievers raise their voices to disclaim his Second Coming. Surely, they say, we should see signs of that coming if indeed he were coming.But the signs of Jesus coming are all in plain sight. They are in everything everyone is doing, either as a sheep or as a goat. (Matthew 25: 31-46). When Jesus returns he will separate his obedient followers from pretenders and unbelievers. The real evidence of our belief is the way we act. What we do for others demonstrates what we really think about Jesus’ words to us. If we may ask, “How well do your actions separate you from pretenders and unbelievers?”My friends which one are you? People can tell by the things you say and do, but can you tell yourself and to which camp you belong.  We are all contributing to the fulfillment of the prophecies of the end times, as a sheep or as a goat (1Thess. 4:13-18; 2 Thess. 2:3-5). 

There was this atheist by the name Robert Ingersoll who spoke to thousands of people, who used to hold up his watch before the audience and challenge God: “If there is a God, let him strike me dead in one minute.” When this did not happen he would offer this as evidence that there is no God Almighty. Similarly, many say, in effect, that if Jesus has not come yet, he is not coming. To people with this mindset, “God has forsaken the earth” (Ezekiel 8:12).But we assure you that whathappened inNoah’s daywill,by the Word of God Almighty result in the purgation of the heavens and the earth at the end of the age (Matthew 24: 37-42).  The time of that coming is unknown to us, who must remember that a thousand years are as a day to God Almighty (2 Peter3: 8-10;Acts 2:20).
In the last days scoffers will say that Jesus is never coming back, but the Word of God Almighty refutes their argument and explains God Almighty’s mastery over time. The last days represents the time between Jesus’ first and second comings; thus we live in the last days. We must do the work to which God Almighty has called us and believe he will return as he Promised. In Noah’s day the earth was judged by water, at the Second Coming it will be judged by fire as described in Revelation19:20; 20:10-15. 

If God Almighty seem slow to you as you face persecution every day and you long to be delivered, you should understand that God Almighty is not slow; he is just not in your timetable (Psalm 90:4). Jesus Christ is waiting for more sinners to repent and turn to him. You must not sit and wait for him, but live in the realization that time is short and you have important work to do for the Kingdom of God Almighty. Brothers and sisters, be ready to meet him anytime, even this very today, this very moment; yet plan your course of service as if he may not return for many years. Jesus Christ’s Second Coming will be sudden and terrible for those who do not believe in him. But if we are morally clean and spiritually alert, it won’t come as a surprise.
Who is then proud and wicked? Proverbs 6:16 tells us about the things that God Almighty hates, any one of them is enough to condemn a person: A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devise wicked imaginations,feetthatbeswift in running to mischief. A false witness that speaks lies, and a person that sows discord among brethren. Most of the wicked are guilty of all seven and others as well. 
2-4. “The Sun of righteousness.” This refers to Jesus Christ, the light of the world, the light of men, the light of the glory of God Almighty. Jesus Christ came into the world to be the great physician. When he was upon the earth, he went about as the sun in his circuit, doing this good; he healed all manner of sicknesses and diseases among the people; he healed by wholesale, as the sun does. 
“He shall arise with healing”as in the healing of the woman’s touching the hem of his garment, and being thereby made whole (Mark. 5:28-30). But his healing of bodily diseases was a specimen of his great design in coming into the world to heal the diseases of people’s souls, and to put them into a good state of health, that they may serve and enjoy both God Almighty and themselves. What good effect it shall have upon them. It shall make them vigorous in themselves:
"You shall go forth, as those that are healed.’’ The souls shall go forth out of their bodies at death, and the bodies out of their graves at the resurrection, as prisoners out of their dungeons, and both to see the light and be set at liberty. "You shall go forth as plants out of the earth, when in the spring the sun returns.” And thus the souls on whom the Sun of righteousness arises go forth out of the world, go forth out of Babylon, as those that are made free indeed. "You shall likewise grow up; being restored to health and liberty, you shall increase in knowledge, and grace, and spiritual strength.’’ 
The souls on which the Sun of righteousness arises are growing up towards the perfect man; those that by the grace of God are made wise and good are by the same grace made wiser and better; and their path, like that of the rising sun, shines more and more to the perfect day(Proverbs. 4:18). Their growth is compared to that of the calves of the stall, which is a quick, strong, and useful growth. "You shall grow up as the calves of the stall,’’ that is, grow great in flesh and fatness, with which God’s altar is replenished; so the growth of the saints, on whom the Sun of righteousness arises, honors God Almighty. You shall grow up, You shall move yourselves, or leap for joy, shall be as frolicsome as calves of the stall, when they are let loose in the open field; it denotes the joy of the saints, who rejoice in Christ Jesus; they shall even leap for joy; they are always caused to triumph. It shall make them victorious over their enemies. 

“You shall tread down the wicked.” Time was when the wicked trod them down, said to their souls, bow down, that we may go over; but the day will come when they shall tread down the wicked. The wicked, being made Jesus Christ’s footstool, are made theirs also (Psalm 110:1 ), and come and worship before the feet of the Congregation of Jesus Christ(Revelation 3:9). The elder shall serve the younger. When believers by faith overcome the world, when they suppress their own corrupt appetites and passions, when the God of peace bruises Satan under their feet, then they tread down the wicked. When it came to the turn of the Christians to triumph over the heathens that had insulted over them, then this promise would have been fulfilled: “They wicked shall be ashes under the soles of your feet; they shall not only be trodden down, but trodden to dirt.”
When the day that comes shall have burnt them up, the righteous shall trample upon them as ashes. When the righteous shall rise to everlasting life, the wicked shall rise to everlasting contempt; and, though they shall not triumph over them, they shall triumph in that God Almighty whose justice is glorified in their destruction. The saints in glory are said to have power given them over the nations, to rule them with a rod of iron, (Revelation 2:26, 27). This you shall do, in the day that I shall do this, saith theLORD. Observe, the saints’ triumphs are all owing to GodAlmighty’s victories; it is not they that do this, but God that does it for them, that says, “Come set your feet on the necks of these kings.In the day that I make, or shall make, the great day that I shall make remarkable, of which you will say with joy, this is the day which the Lord has made.’’ The day of the destruction of the wicked is called the great and notable day of the Lord (Acts 2:20). 
The Law given to Moses is here identified as being the Word of God Almighty. Moses was simply the purveyor or promoter of the law. God Almighty was the author of it. He commands obedience to all of his commandments, for in the keeping of them there is much gain. We are not save by works but by grace. But saving faith is never alone, it is always accompanied by good deeds of faith, which includes obedience to the law of God Almighty. As Christians we must obey these laws for they apply to all generations (Exodus 20; Deuteronomy 4:5, 6; 30:11).
5-6. The prophet prophesied that Elijah will come before the great and dreadful day of the LORD. This prophecy has two fulfillments. The first occurred with the birth of Jesus Christ, whose forerunner, John theBaptist, is said to be the representative of Elijah (Matthew 11:14; Luke 1:17; 9:8, 19;John 1:21). The final coming of Elijah is eventually portrayed in Revelation 11:3-6. Elijah,along with Moses,appeared at the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-5; Mark 9:2-13;Luke 9:28-30). “I will send you Elijah the prophet, that is, “one like the prophet Elijah.”
Elijah was one of the greatest prophets who ever lived (1 Kings 17- 2Kings2).With the death of Malachi, the voice of God’s Prophets would be silent for 400years.Then a prophet would come, like Elijah, to help Jesus Christ’s coming (Matthew 17:10-13;Luke 1:17). This prophet was John the Baptist. He prepared the people’s hearts for Jesus by urging people to repent of their sins. This would bring unity and peace, but also judgment on those who refused to turn from their sins.

Malachi gives us practical guidelines about commitment to God Almighty. God Almighty deserves the best we have to offer (1:7-10). We must be willing to change our wrong ways of living (2:1-2). We should make family a lifelong priority (2:13-16). We should welcome God Almighty’s refining process in our lives (3:3). We should tithe our income (3:8-12). There is no room for pride (3: 13-15).
Prophet Malachi closes his messages by pointing to that great Day of Judgment. For those who are committed to God, it will be a day of joy because it will usher in eternity in God Almighty’s presence. Those who have ignored God Almighty will “be stubble” to be burned up. To help the people to prepare for that day, God Almighty has done the following things: God Almighty sent a prophet like Elijah in the person of John the Baptist who came to prepare the way for Jesus, the Messiah. The New Testament begins with this prophet calling the people to turn from sins and turn toward God Almighty. Such a commitment to God Almighty demands great sacrifice on our part, but we can be sure it will be worth it all in the end.
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