Sabbath Day Sermon of November 17, 2012

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Planning Jesus’ Betrayal

Luke Chapter 22
In this chapter of the gospel according to Dr. Luke, the chief priests and scribes feared the people who saw in Jesus what they missed. These enemies, supposedly long on piety and learning, would do anything to kill Jesus. The religious leaders heated Jesus because he was exposing their evil deviation in their man made laws which were contrary to the true Laws of God. Moses had warned that he knew that as soon as he was gone, they would change and corrupt the Laws of God and will mislead the people and bring destruction to the Land (Deut. 31:27-29). The ordinary Jews in Israel knew and believed Jesus to be the Messiah the Son of God, because they came, they heard and they saw with their own eyes his works, but the religious leaders in other to maintain their control on the people would not recognize him, even though they also heard and saw his righteous teachings and miraculous works.  We have these groups of enemies of the Church of Jesus Christ today as in Jesus’ day. Today they are made up of false rabbis, priests, pastors and bishops and political leaders operating in difference denominations, governments and businesses. In Jesus’ day they were mainly the Pharisees and the Sadducees. In our own terms today, the Pharisees were the illuminati and the Sadducees the businessmen or bankers.
Judas Iscariot was the only disciple of Jesus from Judea; the others were from Galilee. The Judeans looked down on the Galileans. In the lists of the disciples, Judas’ name always appears last. He was covetous and dishonest. He sold Jesus to his enemies for a few pieces of silver. Jesus knew Judas would betray him even before he chose him. But by choosing him as one of his disciple Jesus gave him the opportunity to redeem himself from his sinful life-style. Just like all of us, for it was when we were still enemies of God, that He sent his Son to reconcile us to Himself (Rom. 5:10; Col. 1:21). Here we have the mystery of God’s foreknowledge and Judas free will. Jesus said that it would have been better for that one to have not been born (Matt. 26:14-26), if he refuses to repent.
Satan’s part in the betrayal of Jesus does not remove any of the responsibility from Judas. Disillusioned because Jesus was talking about dying rather than about setting up his kingdom, Judas may have been trying to force his hand and make him use his power to prove he was the Messiah. Or perhaps Judas, not understanding Jesus’ mission, no longer believed Jesus was God’s chosen one. Judas liked to hear Jesus speak about his Kingdom, but the moment he realized the Kingdom Jesus speaks about is not of this world, that is when he stopped believing, and turned to his on scheme to make king of Israel out of Jesus for his selfish goal as would be the head of the treasury, should Jesus become King of Israel. Whatever Judas thought, Satan assumed that Jesus’ death would end his mission and thwart God’s plan. Like Judas, he did not know that Jesus’ death and resurrection were the most important part of God’s plan all alone

Vv.11-16. Jesus said to his disciples, “When you enter into the city, there shall a man meet you, bearing a pitcher of water.” Women carried pitchers on their heads, men carried water skins. Here a man carries a pitcher; he was thus easily identifiable by Jesus’ disciples, because this man would have stood out in the crowd. Unless this was a prearranged signal, the event again demonstrates divine prescience. The Passover was celebrated on the fourteenth day of Nissan (March-April), the month of Abib the first month of the year (Exodus. 12:1). All males over age twelve were to go to Jerusalem for this observance. The Passover meal included the sacrifice of a lamb which commemorated Israel’s deliverance from Egypt the night the angel of death passed through the land and slew the firstborn of every household except those whose doors had been sprinkled with blood. It looked forward to Calvary and the shed blood of Jesus Christ on the Cross for the sins of the whole world.
The Passover was followed by the seven-day ceremony of unleavened bread, when no yeast was used. The Passover and the ceremony of unleavened bread were generally celebrated as one. On the Passover night the angel of death swept through all of Egypt. It had respect only for those houses on whose lintels and over whose doors blood had been sprinkled (Ex. 12:11-13). The characters and works of those inside had nothing to do with the saving efficacy of the sprinkled blood. It was the blood alone for which the angel of death had regard. Jesus Christ is perfect sacrifice. His applied blood makes the unrighteous righteous and their sins are forgiven (Rom 3:23; 1 Pet. 1:16, 19). On the day of Judgment when God will judge the earth, the angel of death will have respect only for those who have the mark of the Almighty God on their foreheads (Rev. 7:3; 9:4; 13:10; 22:4; Ezek. 9:3-4). To receive the mark of God, Jesus says you must be born again to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven (John 3:3-7; 1 Pet. 1:23).
Vv. 17-21. Churches differ about the Lords Supper because of the divisions also known as the denominations. Protestants commune in two kinds; they eat the bread and drink from the cup of wine free of alcohol. Roman Catholics believe they literally eat the body of Jesus, but usually do not drink from the cup. The drinks are for the priest to consume. Roman Catholics teach that the bread and wine become the very body and blood of Jesus, which of course is not biblical. Presbyterians believe in the spiritual, not bodily presence of Jesus Christ in the elements. Baptists believe that Jesus Christ is symbolically present, not literally. Lutherans hold to the real presence of Jesus, called consubstantiation, this differs from the Roman Catholics, whose doctrine is called transubstantiation which of course, is not Christian. The words of Jesus were that we should do this “in remembrance of me,” not that he will come to die again and again each time we have to eat The Lord’s Supper.
The Lord’s Supper was instituted by Jesus Christ and is recorded in the three synoptic Gospels. Paul states specifically that the Supper was instituted by Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:23). It was the fulfillment of the type, and foreshadowed Jesus work on the cross. The Passover meal was celebrated according to Exodus 12:21-28, and referred to by Paul in 1 Cor. 5:7, 8. It is to be celebrated by the church until the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul urges self-examination on the part of every communicant in the meal. Only professing Christians i.e., those spiritually in good standing with the Lord should sit at the table of the Lord. Those who do not discern the Lord’s body bring judgment upon themselves (1 Cor. 11:27-30). People living sinful lives should not be permitted to participate in the Supper.
In the traditional Passover meal, the wine is served four times. Jesus Christ spoke the words about his body and his blood when he offered the fourth and the last cup. Jesus asked the disciples to eat the broken bread “in remembrance of me.” He wanted them to remember his sacrifice, the basis for forgiveness of sins, and also his friendship, which they could continue to enjoy through the work of the Holy Spirit. Christians must not neglect participating in the Lord’s Supper. Let it remind you of what Jesus Christ did for you.

In the Old Testament time, God agreed to have people’s sins covered if they brought animals for the priests to sacrifice (Lev. 4: 3, 20, 24). When this sacrificial system was inaugurated, the agreement between God and man was sealed with blood of animals (Ex. 24:8). But animal blood did not in itself remove sin, it provided a covering for sin pending when he will remove them by himself (Heb. 9; 10). Only God can remove and forgive sin, animal sacrifice had to be repeated day after day and year after year to cover sin. Jesus instituted a new agreement—sometimes called the New Testament between man and God, and as prophesied by Prophet Jeremiah in Jeremiah chapters 52 and 53.  Jesus would die in the place of sinners. Unlike the blood of animals, his blood because he is God, would truly remove the sins of all who put their faith in him. And his sacrifice would never have to be repeated; it would be good for all eternity. The prophets looked forward to this new covenant, which would fulfill the old sacrificial agreement (Jer. 31:31-34), and John the Baptist called Jesus Christ the “Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). If the Pharisees and the Sadducees believed John the Baptist to be a true prophet, why did they not believe him when he told them that Jesus was the Son of God, the one Moses and the prophets spoke to their fathers. (Deut. 18:18-19). It is simply that it is a dangerous thing to be an honest man in a worldly system. In the worldly system truth is not good for business, and Jesus represented the truth that must not be heard. The religious leaders were not in the business of saving souls for God, they were actually in the business of controlling, fleecing and leading the blind into the ditch.
Vv. 22-30. Reading from the gospels of Mark and John, we know that the betrayer is Judas Iscariot. Although other disciples were confused by Jesus’ words, Judas knew what he meant because of Satan that was already working in him at the time. For some reason the most important event was about to take place, and the disciples were still arguing about their prestige in the kingdom. The disciples were wrapped up in their own concerns when Jesus becomes king of Israel, that they did not perceive what Jesus had been trying to tell them about his approaching death and resurrection (Isa. 53:12). If you are reading this message today, what are your major concerns today? Twenty years from now, as you look back, will those worries look petty and inappropriate? My friend, get your eyes off yourself and get ready for Jesus Christ’s coming into human history for the second time. If you are not sure if you will be going to heaven when Jesus returns, you can make sure of that today if you will only call to him and ask him to save you. 
The world’s system of leadership is very different from leadership in God’s Kingdom. Worldly leaders are often selfish and arrogant as they claw their way to the top. But among Christians, the leader is to be the one who serves the best. There are different styles of leadership; some lead through public speaking, some through administering, some through relationships, but all Christian leaders need a servant’s heart. The Christian leader ought to always find out through prayer and from the people they lead how they can serve them better.
Vv. 31-34. Jesus had predicted that Judas would betray him and said that calamity awaited the traitor. He said all these in the presence of would be traitor, giving him the opportunity to repent, but he was determined to attain his selfish goals. Jesus then predicted that Peter would deny him three times, but that he had prayed for him, and that he would learn from his failure to repent and lead his brethren.  Betraying and denying, one is just about as bad as the other. But the two men have entirely different fates because one repented and that is what makes the difference. That is all that God demands from us that we repent and not die of our sins, and this is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Intercessory prayer consists of asking God’s help on behalf of other people. It must be in accord with the laws that govern all prayer. Such prayer includes (10) interceding for others, including kings and those in authority (1Tim 2:1, 2); (2) praying for ministers of the gospel (2 Cor. 1:11; Phil 1:19); (3) praying for those who persecute us (Matt. 5:44); and (4) praying for friends (Job. 42:8).

Here we are once again reminded of our responsibilities to God as ministers and believers in Jesus Christ and his Gospel, that as the watchman stands on the city wall and warn the people of approaching danger, our role in this world is to be spiritual watchmen, warning the people of  the coming judgment. Just as a watchman on the wall would pay with his life if he failed to warn the city of approaching enemies, God would hold the ministers and those who have received the truth of God responsible for not warning those that are lost in their sins. In Ezekiel 3:17-21, we learn that although God had already told Ezekiel the people would not listen, but God wanted the people to know they had been warned. Our Job as believers in Jesus Christ is to obey God. We are responsible to tell others about God’s judgment and his message of salvation, although we are not held responsible for how they respond. But if we refuse to tell others what we know, God will judge us.  Remember not to remain silent among those who don’t believe. Now you know why we are persuaded to preach and to share the message of the Lord Jesus Christ to everyone who would listen.
Vv. 35-40. Here Jesus reminds his disciples in many words that they have almost come to the end of their training. Before this time, he had sent them out without purse, and scrip, shoes, and yet they lacked nothing. But their training was over, and they were to bring bags, money, and swords. They would be facing hatred and persecution and would need to be prepared. But his disciples did not understanding him, so they brought two swords to him, to which he said it is enough, Jesus probably was referring to the sword of the spirit, and not about a literary sword. One of those swords they brought was later on used by Peter to cut off the ear of one of the temple guards in the garden of Gethsemane. Jesus warned against the use of the sword or any weapon, and healed the temple guard’s ear. 
Jesus asked the disciples to pray that they would not fall into temptation, not only for what was about to happen in the garden that night, but also he knew he would soon be leaving them. He also knew they would need extra strength to face the temptations ahead—temptations to run away or to deny their relationship with him. They were about to see him die. Would they still think he was the Messiah? Their strongest temptation, undoubtedly, would be to think they had been deceived.
“The cock crew.” The various Gospel accounts contain slight differences related to the crowing of the cock, the number of times Peter denied the Lord, and whether he denied Jesus Christ again after the first crowing of the cock. The explanation of the seeming discrepancies is rather detailed; the best reconciliation can be found in what Jesus actually said himself: three times will you deny me, and three times did Peter deny him (Luke 22: 54-59; John 18: 17, 25, 26, 27).
Vv. 41-46. Here the cup which Matthew speaks has been the subject of much discussion. One school of thought says that Jesus prayed for some other way to save men than for him to die. But because Calvary was God’s only way, Jesus accepted it without hesitation or qualification, for he prayed “I want your will, not mine” (Matt. 26:39). Others hold that Jesus always prayed according to the will of the Father. In his humanity he feared that Satan would corner him and kill him in the Garden of Gethsemane before he made atonement on the cross, but he was prepared to die in the garden if the Father so willed. His prayer was answered; he was able to go to Calvary.  A third, school of thought very likely view is that Jesus knowing what suffering eternal death meant, shrank from the imminent experience of burdening himself with the sins of the world, because the Father would turn his face from him when he became sin for us. In this view, the cup meant separation from the Father; he later said, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? He left the garden victoriously. The fourth school of thought of the agnostics, and the organization of the antichrist, is that Jesus was possessed by Avatar at his baptism, which left him on the cross at his death. All believers have eternal life today, because although Jesus was in extreme agony, but he did not give up or give in. He went ahead with the mission for which he had come; to save all those who would truly receive him into their lives. 

As Believers in Jesus Christ, when we face hardship and discouragement, it is easy to lose sight of the big picture. But we are not alone; there is help. Many have already made it through life, enduring far more difficult circumstances than we have experienced. Suffering is the training ground for Christian maturity. It develops our patience and makes our final victory sweet.
His disciples were sound asleep when Jesus returned from praying. How tragic it is that many of those who claim to be Christians act as if they are sound asleep when it comes to devotion to Jesus Christ and service for him. My friends, don’t you ever be found insensitive or unprepared for the work of Jesus Christ. We must be alert and prepared at all times. 
Vv. 47-62. Judas drew near unto Jesus to kiss him. This is still the traditional greeting among men in eastern lands. The betrayal of Jesus by Judas Iscariot defies explanation. He had been with Jesus for two and half years. He had watched him and was aware of his sinless life. He had heard the Savior’s words of grace. He had seen him perform matchless miracles beyond anything ever known to man. He had eaten with him. Prayed with him, and heard him tell of the coming death and resurrection. None of this affected him sufficiently to alter his malign intentions or to keep him from selling the Son of God for thirty pieces of silver. He served as the treasurer and was a thief. He knew all about hell, yet never turned from his sins to receive the gift of life.
From the gospels of Mark and John we learn that the person who cut off the soldier’s ear was Peter, probably with one of the swords they had earlier shown to Jesus. The religious leaders had not arrested Jesus in the Temple for fear of a riot. Instead, they came secretly at night so the Jews who loved Jesus would not know; this they did under the influence of the prince of darkness, Satan himself. Although it looked as if Satan was getting the upper hand, everything was proceeding according to God’s plan. It was time for Jesus to die for our sins, and nothing was going to stop God from saving us (Isa. 52; 53).
Jesus was immediately taken to the High Priest’s residence, even though this was the middle of the nigh, so the ordinary Jews who loved Jesus would not know. The Jewish religious leaders were in a hurry, they wanted to complete the execution before the Sabbath and get on with the Passover celebration.  The High Priest residence was a palace with outer walls enclosing a courtyard where servants and soldiers warmed themselves around a fire, and Peter sat down among them. However, Peter’s experience in the next few hours that followed would change his life from a halfhearted follower, to a repentant disciple, and finally to the kind of person Jesus Christ could use to strengthen the brethren. Peter had said he would never deny Jesus, but in the following verses Peter found himself denying Jesus three times. 
Vv. 61-62.  “The Lord turned and looked upon Peter.” This look signifies certain things: (1) it was a convincing look, for Jesus was asking, “Peter, do you not know me? (2) It was a reproving look because of Peter’s sin. (3)  It was a remonstrating look asking, “Did you not confess me as the Son of God? Should you not now come and witness for me?” (4) It was a compassionate look of tenderness, “Peter, how weak is thy heart? (5) It was a directing look, encouraging Peter to go away and think of what he had done. (6) It was a loving look conveying grace, which later enabled him to repent and be restored.
“Wept bitterly.” This could have been weeping because he was caught doing what was wrong, or weeping because he was sorry. The later was the case, for the weeping was followed by repentance and restoration. Peter when frightened went against all he had boldly promised. Unable to stand up for his Lord for even twelve hours, he had failed as a disciple and as a friend. The lesson for us here is that we need to be aware of our own breaking points and not become overconfident or self-sufficient. If we fail, we must remember that Jesus Christ can use those who recognize their failure. From this humiliating experience, Peter learned much that would help him later when he assumed leadership of the young church on the day of Pentecost.
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