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God Almighty Indictment of Northern Israel
Hosea Chapter 4
In this chapter, we read of the Lord’s indictment of the children of northern Israel. The question any concerned person that is awake will be expected to ask concerning the situation of things in our country will be “When will God Almighty indict America or has she already been indicted for her sins?” If America is a type of Israel in the sense that as God Almighty had entrusted His Oracle to Israel's care in the same way that He has entrusted the spreading of His Gospel to America, then it will be appropriate that we take our lessons from the experiences of the children of Israel, not to make the same mistakes they made and got destroyed by the choices they made.

2-11. God Almighty’s indictment against Israel in this passage is manifold. They certainly sinned boldly and extensively. They were guilty of unfaithfulness, unkindness, lack of the knowledge of God Almighty, swearing, lying, stealing, murder, and adultery. They were very few sins left for them to commit. The religious leaders failed to turn the people to God Almighty, and ritual prostitution had replaced the right worship of God Almighty. The nation had declined spiritually and morally, breaking the laws of God Almighty had given them. God Almighty explains the reasons for the sufferings of the people. 

“Therefore shall the land mourn.” Isn’t our land and the whole earth mourning right now? The millions of fishes in the ocean we find dead on our shores, birds falling from the sky dead. To many, all these happenings simply are the daily news, but now you will know why these things are happening. It means we are running out of time. This is what the Lord has said in our time, and tell me if it doesn’t sound like what we read here in verses 3-4, "I see and hear the sons and daughters of men argue and squabble over climate changes and they call it global warming. It is not global warming, Oh you foolish and blinded generation. When evil and abomination abound and the sons and daughters of men defile themselves before Me, The Most High, and pollute the land with evil and unrighteousness, disasters and great mishaps increases as My judgment pursues them and overtake them because of their non-repentance and hardness of heart. In other words, the lawless behavior had brought the twin judgments of increased violence and ecological crisis.

4. “Yet let no man strive, nor reprove another,” meaning, always say nice things to people you know are going to hell if they don’t repent. Keep loving them, and do not upset them with the news that they need to repent of their sins and accept Jesus Christ for their salvation, knowing very well that they are already spiritually dead (John 3:16-21). Every born again Christian has equal responsibilities as the ministers of the Gospel (Matthew 28:18-20). The priests or ministers are warned not to blame anyone else, the nation’s sins were largely their fault. 
Israel’s priests pointed out the people’s sins, but God Almighty would not allow them to overlook their irresponsible actions (Ezekiel 3:17-21). Instead of instructing the people in faith in God Almighty and morality, they had led the way toward idolatry and immorality. Their failure to lead the people in God Almighty’s ways placed most of the blame for Israel’s destruction on them, the spiritual leaders. Today in America, many of the preachers no longer protest the idolatry of the Roman Church, they have become the agents of Rome: https://youtu.be/kMr-8KWwkHw?t=72.

My friends, knowing that God Almighty will not allow you to blame others for your mistakes should cause you to deal with your sins head-on. You are responsible for your sinful actions. Beware of the tendency to blame others because it can keep you from feeling the need to repent as in: “The woman you gave me made me eat or “the serpent made me eat,” this won’t cut it for you (Genesis 3:12-13).

5-11. If you will like to know what life is, hear what the Lord says to you: "In your words, in your works, in your thoughts, in your walks, in your actions and your deeds; in all your ways acknowledge Me in righteousness that you may prosper. I hold the earth and everyone and everything in it in My Hand. I hold your life in My Hand. And I will blow on your works of unrighteousness and on your accomplishments which you have attained by your lusts and your desires, and I will cause them to fall and crumble like the tower of Babel. And ye shall also fall and crumble along with your evil and unrighteous works and accomplishments. Beware!" saith The Lord God Most High.
The priests are blind leaders and the people are blind followers; and to the blind day and night are alike, so that whether it be day or night both shall fall together into the ditch (Matthew 15:14). "Thou shalt fall in the day, when thy fall is least feared by thyself and thou art very secure; and in the day, when it will be seen and observed by others, and turn most to thy shame; and the prophet shall fall in the night, when to himself it will be most terrible.’’ In other words, the destruction of those who have helped to ruin others will, in a special manner, be intolerable. And did the children think that when they were in danger of falling their mother would help them? It shall be in vain to expect it, for I will destroy thy mother, Samaria, the mother-city, the whole state, or kingdom, a type of Rome’s Mystery Babylon, which is as a mother to every part. It shall all be made silent. When all are involved in guilt nothing less can be expected than that all should be involved in the destruction.

God Almighty is here proceeding in his controversy both with the priests and with the people. The people were as those that strove with the priests when they had priests that did their duty; but the generality of them lived in the neglect of their duty, and here is a word for those priests, and for the people that love to have it so, (Jeremiah 5:31). And it is observable here how the punishment answers to the sin, and how, for the justifying of his proceedings, God Almighty sets the one over-against the other of those who disobey His commandments.  

The people strove with the priests that should have taught them the knowledge of God Almighty; justly therefore were they destroyed for lack of knowledge. Those that rebel against the light of God Almighty can expect no other than to perish in the dark. Or it is a charge upon the priests, who should have been still teaching the people knowledge (Ecclesiastes 12:9, 10), but they did not, or did it in such a manner that it was as if they had not done it at all, so there was no knowledge of God Almighty in the land; and because there was no vision or none to any purpose, the people perished (Proverbs 29:18).

We have always said in this ministry that, the Lord keeps his Word, and will not do anything without revealing it to His servants (Amos 3:7). Here he wants us to witness what He sees that is going on, He says "See what the sons and daughters of men are doing? They have no repentant heart; no repentance in them at all. They are hardened in their evil and unrighteous ways. They delve deeper into sin and defile themselves. They are so marred and covered with sin and abomination as thick mud from head to toe that their whole being is obscured to even their eyes that they cannot see and their minds that they cannot perceive good and righteousness." 
My friends, what does the Lord see when he looks at you? Here, the Lord describes the appearance of one who lives in sin and has defiled himself or herself. “They are in utter darkness. So, when their cup is full they drop like flies. The sons and daughters of men [unbelievers] act and live their lives the way their parents taught them to live and act by their examples of their pagan, idolatrous, and rebellious ways, and by their indifference to My Word and by turning deaf ears to the warnings of My true prophets and the preaching of My faithful ministers. So as they live in disobedience and rebellious to My Word and are unrepentant, they fall by the wayside and are no more, and are even cut off from the land of the living.
8-9. “They eat up the sins of my people,” meaning that since the ritual law of sin offerings prescribes a stipend or salary for the livelihood of the priests, the priests tolerated sin or sharpen the sense of guilt among the people, who then feel compelled to bring more generous offerings. The priest or ministers were greedy for gain derived from their office, but their hearts were not in their duties. Moreover, they encouraged the people in their sins, becoming partakers of the same. They helped to keep up the sin that they should have beaten down. Thus they were guilty of promoting evil and being accessories to sins, as in the penances imposed upon King John of England by Pope Innocent III and King Louis XIV of France by Francois de la Chaize a Jesuit confessor. The priest imitates the worldliness of the people about them, and people shelter themselves under the priests as in the confessional (Isaiah 24:2-6). 

If you ask, “How did the priests gain from their service?” the priests relished the people’s sins. Every time a person brought a sin offering, the priest received a portion of it. The more the people sinned the more the priests received. Since they couldn’t eat all of the offerings themselves, they sold some and gave some to their relatives. The priests profited from the continuation of sin; it gave them power and position in the community. So instead of trying to lead the people out of sin, they encouraged it to increase their profits.

Is it any different in America today? Hear what the Lord says about us: “America is a type of Canaan and the inhabitants of America has defiled themselves and have polluted the land which I gave them and brought them into this land from diverts places, for them to serve Me faithfully in this land, but a great many have failed to do so. Therefore they will suffer the consequences of their rebellion and their evil works. Every man and woman, male and female, young and old, will be judged according to their works. Everyone will incur judgment on their head as recompense according to everyone's works and deeds which they have done by their own choice. Blessed are all who hear and heed My Word and follow Me, and honor My Word and live by My commandments in holiness, and teach their children to do so. For they shall delight in the fruit of their body and shall be in My protection, they and their offspring shall be blessed and shall be safe in the hollow of My Hand," saith The Lord of Hosts.
10-11. ‘Whoredom and wine.” This is part of ritual prostitution in which the chief Canaanite god, Baal, and Ashtoreth, represented the power of fertility and sexual reproduction. Not surprisingly, their worship included rituals with vile sexual practices. Male prostitutes had sex with female temple prostitutes, or priestesses, and young women wishing to bear children had sex with male priests. 

God Almighty created the wine to make a man glad (Psalm 104:15), and he tells the man to “rejoice with the wife of his youth” (Proverbs 5:18). But all of God Almighty’s good gifts can be misused. The celebration can turn into drunkenness and pleasure in marriage can be replaced by illicit or pornographic sex acts in marriage. When any of God Almighty’s gifts become more important than the Giver, abuses are sure to follow. 

12-14. “Counsel at their stocks, and their staff declareth unto them,” meaning they have guidance from false gods and they have taken over the arts of sorcerers whose predictions were based on how their staffs landed on the ground when thrown or allowed to fall. By divorcing themselves from God Almighty’s authoritative worship of God Almighty, inhabitants of the Northern Kingdom had effectively cut themselves off from God Almighty’s Word and from his way of forgiveness. My friends, the drive to be free and independent from all restrictions so you can do your thing, can move you completely out of God Almighty’s will. The only thing to do to be saved is to do God Almighty’s thing, not your thing.

They drove a trade of uncleanness; it was not a single act now and then, but their constant practice, as it is of many that have eyes full of adultery and which cannot cease from that sin (2 Peter 2:14). Now the abominable filthiness and lewdness that was found in Israel are here spoken of as a concomitant of their idolatry; their false gods drew them to it; for the devil whom they worshipped, though a spirit, is an unclean spirit. Those that worshipped idols were separated with harlots, and they sacrificed to Satan with harlots; for sexual activity outside marriage is worship to Satan. And because they liked not to retain God Almighty in their knowledge, but dishonored him, therefore God Almighty gave them up to vile affections, by the indulging of which they dishonored themselves (Romans 1:24, 28).  

As a punishment of it. The men that worshipped idols were separated with harlots that attended the idolatrous rites, as in Freemasonry in the worship of Baal-Peor (Numbers 5:1, 2). To punish them for that, God Almighty gave up their wives and daughters to the like vile affections: They committed whoredom and adultery, which could not but be great grief and reproach to their husbands and parents; for those that are not chaste themselves deserve to have their wives and daughters so, that is, commit fornication and adultery. But thus they might read of their sin in their punishment, as David’s adultery was punished in the debauching of his concubines by his son Absalom (2 Samuel 12:11, 12; 16:22).

15-16. So Israel has played the harlot; their conduct in the worship of their idols was like that of a harlot, wanton and impudent. God Almighty warns the Southern Kingdom of Judah and its priests not to become like the Northern Kingdom Israel. It appears that Israel’s priests who remained in the north had forgotten their spiritual heritage and sold out to Baal. They now promoted idol worship and ritual prostitution, like the men you will see in the documentary in the link: https://youtu.be/kMr-8KWwkHw?t=72. Israel would not escape punishment, but Judah could if it refused to follow Israel’s footsteps.

17-19. Ephraim is another name for Israel, this Northern Kingdom because Ephraim was the most powerful of the ten tribes in the north. In the same way, the Southern Kingdom was called Judah because it was the most powerful tribe in the south. But “Ephraim is joined to Idols,” that is, Ephraim is in love with them, has an addiction to them. The nation is beyond repentance, leave it alone, says the LORD. Her rulers with shame do love, that is, her leaders dearly love shameful ways. Their rulers are spoken to their shame do love, Give ye, that is, they love bribes, and have it continually in their mouths, Give, give bribes. They are given to filthy lucre; everyone that has any business with them must expect to be asked, what will you give? Though, as rulers, they are bound by their office to do justice, yet none can have justice done to them without a fee; and you may be sure that for a fee they will do injustice. 

The love of money is the destruction of equity and is the root of all iniquity. But of all men, it is a shame for rulers who should be men fearing God Almighty and hating covetousness but to love Give ye. Their drink is sour due to bribery; it is dead; it is gone. Justice, duly administered, is refreshing, like a drink to the thirsty, but when it is perverted, and rulers take rewards either to acquit the guilty or to condemn the innocent, the drink is sour; they turn judgment into wormwood (Amos 5:7). “The wind hath bound her up, that is, “A whirlwind will sweep them away, and the Assyrian invasion came about 20 years later and the nation of Ephraim disappeared forever, dispersed and never to return. Mark our word, this will happen to America sooner than we expect, unless we as a people repent and return to God Almighty in our ways. 
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