Sabbath Day Sermon of November 15, 2014.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jerusalem’s Latter Condition: A Warning for America
Lamentation Chapter 4

Here prophet Jeremiah laments of the condition of Israel saying, “How is the gold become dim or tarnished! How is the most fine gold changed!”  These were the stones of the Temple that were regarded as holy to the Lord. Now those stones lie scattered, mingled among the common stones. And the smoke of the fire when the temple burned marred the gold of the edifice. The city of Jerusalem while under the punishment of God was under siege by Nebuchadnezzar. The city wall built for protection sealed the people inside. They could not get out to the fields to get food and water because the enemy was camped around the city. As food in the city ran out, the people watched their enemies harvest and eat the food in the fields. Jerusalem was under siege for two years. Life became so harsh that people even ate their own children, and dead bodies were left to rot in the streets. All hope was gone.
The city of Jerusalem’s wall was intended to protect the people against the enemy force. If we should ask you what is America’s protection against an enemy force, since we are no longer a Christian nation, and we no longer believe or trust in God according to our leaders, what then is our protection against any enemy force? Would you say that it is our military that is the only thing standing between us and our numerous enemies in the world? My friend, I believe that if you will give a little rest to your TV watching, sports, movies, carrier pursuit and computer games, you will begin to realize that as the wall of Jerusalem became a tool of the enemy, so can our military be trained and prepared as a tool in the hands of our most arch enemy, Mystery Babylon. You may have noticed the several urban city warfare exercises, and of those soldiers that are being released from the military and those that are being retained. Most of these things have been placed in front of your eyes to see, and for you to hear. But have you ever stopped for a moment to think about what all these mean? Have Americans become prisoners in their own land? Think before answering this question. If you have not given your life to Jesus, call to him today and he will save you, before the LORD’s judgment day comes. 
Here the stones of the sanctuary, which were curiously wrought, were thrown down by the Chaldeans, when they demolished it, or were brought down by the force of the fire, and were poured out, and thrown about in the top of every street; they lay mingled without distinction among the common ruins. When the God of the sanctuary was by sin provoked to withdraw no wonder that the stones of the sanctuary were thus profaned. The princes and priests, who were in a special manner the sons of Zion, were trampled upon and abused. Both the house of God and the house of David were in Zion. The sons of both those houses were upon this account precious, that they were heirs to the privileges of those two covenants of priesthood and royalty. But are no more because the corruption that had invaded Jerusalem by the hands of the Mystery Babylon. Who were the Chaldeans? They were and still are the soldiers of Babel, also known as Mystery Babylon or the New World Order. Illuminati is the baptismal name for the Mystery Babylon and the name with which it controls all of the hidden agendas.
What were the sins of the religious leaders and the people that made God to withdraw from his sanctuary, and from the people? The spiritual leaders of Israel, that is, priests and elders and their rulers promoted their idolatrous beliefs and the people abandoned God and followed them. Spiritual leaders are especially accountable to God because they are entrusted with the task of teaching the truth (Ezekiel 8:4-18; 9: 6; James 3:1). When they perverted the truth, as we saw recently on the national television with Lucifer also known as Satan was publicly enthroned as god in the Vatican, they can lead countless people away from God and even cause a nation to fall. It is not surprising, then that when God began to judge the nation, he started at the Temple and worked outward (1Peter 4:17). Today God’s judgment has begun in the church. Now you can understand why enemies of the true Church of Jesus Christ are introducing the corruption and idolatrous worship of devils in churches. These perverts are intentionally working to bring down the judgment of God upon everyone who would allow himself or herself to believe in their lies, and fall for their deceptions in their teachings. Through false teachings and their lies they hope to attain “Ordo Ad Chao.”  A Latin expression, meaning Order out of Chaos: A motto of the Thirty-third Degree, freemasonry and having the same allusion as “lug e tenebris,” which see in this work or light out of darkness. In other words, to have a new oppressive law and their so called order, they would first create chaos. 
Let’s get it straight, wherever you have a president ruling the people, there is a king or a queen that he or she reports to for instructions on how to handle his or her people. Any people ruled by a president is not an independent nation. How do we know these things? Well look at the money, especially the coins, whose images are on the coins. Would a free nation have a foreign ruler’s image on their coins? If you answered no, well they are there to show who are the rulers of your so called fictitious nation. These rulers include goddesses of the Mystery Babylon; take some time out from your entertainments and do your own research on these things, you will be amazed what you will learn about the future of your country and who is in charge. 
They were comparable to fine gold, that is, God’s ministers and rulers of his people as Americans were once. As Israel was more rich in them than in treasures of gold and silver, so was America. But now they are esteemed as earthen pitchers; they are broken as earthen pitchers, thrown by as vessels in which there is no pleasure. They have grown poor in understanding, and are brought into captivity; first in their own land, and later in a foreign land and thereby are rendered mean and despicable, and every one treads upon them and insults over them. The contempt put upon God’s people ought to be matter of lamentation to us. Little children were starved for want of bread and water. The nursing-mothers, having no meat for themselves, had no milk for the babes at their breast, so that, though in disposition they were really compassionate, yet in fact they seemed to be cruel, like the ostriches in the wilderness, that leave their eggs in the dust (Job 39:14, 15); having no food for their children, they were forced to neglect them and do what they could to forget them, because it was a pain to them to think of them when they had nothing for them; in this they were worse than the seals, or sea-monsters, or whales as some would say, for they drew out the breast, and gave suck to their young, which the daughter of my people will not do. These are the conditions the enthronement of Lucifer also know as Satan as god is intended to accomplish, should we as a people would follow the pope and his apostates teachers.
6-11. Sodom was destroyed by fire from heaven because of its wickedness (Genesis 18:20-19:29), became a symbol of God’s ultimate judgment. Yet the sin of Jerusalem was even greater than the sin of Sodom. Jerusalem came down slowly, and died a lingering death; for the famine contributed more to her destruction than any other judgment whatsoever. America is doing the same if you are watching, she is going down slowly and will in the same manner die in pains and sufferings. Upon this account the destruction of Jerusalem was greater than that of Sodom, for Sodom was overthrown in a moment; one shower of fire and brimstone dispatched it; no hand staid on her; she did not endure any long siege, as Jerusalem has done; she fell immediately into the hands of the Lord, who strikes home at a blow, and did not fall into the hands of man, who, being weak, is long in doing execution (Judges 8:21).  Jerusalem is kept many months upon the rack, in pain and misery, and died by inches, she died so as to feel herself die. And, when the iniquity of Jerusalem is more aggravated than that of Sodom, no wonder that the punishment of it is so. Sodom never had the means of grace that Jerusalem had, the oracles of God and his prophets, and therefore the condemnation of Jerusalem will be more intolerable than that of Sodom, (Matthew. 11:3, 24). If America had what Jerusalem had-- the Gospel, but has now chosen to do evil, and has surpassed Jerusalem in doing evil, what do you think will happen if she completely rejects the Gospel like Jerusalem did? It means America will also feel herself die as well.
12-16. Verse 11 indicates that the destruction of Jerusalem was a complete destruction. Here we read that what happened to Jerusalem was a surprise to the kings of the earth. Because when Jerusalem was with God no one could touch her or was able to take her down. It seemed impossible for Jerusalem to be destroyed, for it was a strong and well-fortified city. The kings of the nations knew that Jerusalem was under the protection of the great King who resided in that holy city. They knew that Sennacherib had tried to seize Jerusalem and had failed dismally when the God of the Israelites delivered the city from his hands without his shooting a single arrow over its walls. They could only conclude that the success of Nebuchadnezzar in taking the city came about because God had given up Jerusalem and had commissioned Nebuchadnezzar as his servant to seize it (Jeremiah 27:6, 8).
It was surprising that the very people who should have been a guarantee of Jerusalem’s survival were the cause of its destruction. The prophets and the priests were among the chief offenders. Their sins and iniquities are spoken of here. But the people did not object. They loved “to have it so,” according to Jeremiah 5:31. Nothing can work greater harm for a church today than for its ministers, elders, and deacons to sin against God. To be polluted meant to be unfit to enter the Temple or to worship before the God Almighty. The priests and prophets should have been the most careful to maintain ceremonial purity so they could continue to perform their duties before God. But many priests and prophets did evil and were polluted. As the nation’s leaders, their example led the people into sin and caused the ultimate downfall of the nation and its capital city, Jerusalem.  
17-21. The people and their king, instead of falling on their knees in repentance and asking for God’s forgiveness, they were waiting for a nation, probably Egypt to come and deliver them; while pretending not to know that it was their sin that had brought about their punishment. The enemy that came upon them was swift and was everywhere they turned to run. We have here as we revisit them, the sins they were charged with, for which God allowed this destruction upon them, and which served to justify God in it. It is for the sins of her prophets, and the iniquities of her priests. Not that the people were innocent; no, they loved to have it so (Jeremiah 5:31), and it was to please them that the prophets and priests did as they did; but the fault is chiefly laid upon them, who should have taught them better, they should have reproved and admonished them, and told them what would be in the end hereof; of the hands of those watchmen who did not give them warning will their blood be required.  
Nothing ripens a people more for ruin, nor fills the measure of punishment faster, than the sins of their priests and prophets. The New World Order adherents know this, and that is why they are pumping out corruption and abominations for the nations through the numerous apostate false teachers, popes and ministers. The particular sin charged upon them is persecution; the false prophets and corrupt priests joined their power and interest to shed the blood of the just in the midst of the city of Jerusalem, the blood of God’s prophets and of those that adhered to them. They not only shed the blood of their innocent children, whom they sacrificed to Moloch, but the blood of the righteous men that were among them, whom they sacrificed to that more cruel idol of enmity to the truth and true faith in God Almighty. This was that sin which the Lord would not pardon (2 King 24:4) and which brought the last destruction upon Jerusalem (James 5:6): You have condemned and killed the just. And the priests and prophets were the ringleaders in persecution, as in Jesus Christ’s time the chief priests and scribes were the men that incensed the people against him, who otherwise would have persisted in their hosannas. Now these priests and the false teachers are those that wandered as blind men in the streets. They strayed from the paths of justice, were blind to everything that is good, but to do evil they were quick-sighted. God says of corrupt judges, “They know not, neither do they understand; they walk in darkness (Psalm 82:5 ); and Jesus Christ says of the corrupt teachers of his day, “They are blind leaders of the blind” (Matthew 15:14). 

22. Judah asked Egypt to help them fight the Babylonian army against Jeremiah’s council. Egypt gave Judah false hope, they started to help, but then retreated. Jeremiah warned Jerusalem not to ally itself with Egypt. He told the leaders of Israel to rely on God in repentance, but they refused to listen. The king, Zediakiah had zero spiritual depth and leadership power. Instead of putting his faith in God and listening to God’s true prophet, Jeremiah, he listened to the false prophets. The help from Egypt they expected did not come in, or at least they had not the success they expected, and their eyes failed with looking for that which never came; they watched in watching; they watched long, and with a great deal of earnestness and impatience, for a nation that promised them assistance, but failed them, and frustrated their expectation. They could not save them; they were too weak to contend with the Chaldean army and therefore retired. 

Help from creatures is vain help (Psalm 60:11), and we may look for it till our eyes fail, till our hearts fail, and come short of it at last.  The persecutors they fled from overtook them and overcame them: ‘They hunt our steps,” that is, every move they made, so much that they could not go out to the city streets. When the Chaldeans besieged the city they raised their batteries so high above the walls that they could command the town, and shoot at people as they went along the streets. They hunted them with their arrows from place to place. When the city was broken up, and all the men of war fled, their persecutors were swifter than the eagles of heaven when they fly upon their prey. There was no escaping them; they pursued them upon the mountains, and, when they thought they had gotton clear of them, they fell into the hands of those Chaldean troops that laid wait for them in the wilderness, to cut off their retreat, and to pick up stragglers. The king himself, though he may be supposed to have had all the advantages the exigence of the case would admit to favor his flight, yet could not escape, although he disguised himself, for divine vengeance pursued him with them.
To make matter worse, the people instead of turning to God for help, chose to follow and trust in their faithless king. They chose the path of false confidence and complacency, wanting to feel secure rather than to follow the directives God was giving his people through Jeremiah. But the object of their confidence, King Zedekiah was captured and tortured to death. The shadow under which they thought they should live proved like that of Jonah’s gourd, which withered in a night. He that was the anointed of the Lord was taken in their pits, as if he had been but a beast of prey; so little account did they make of a person deemed sacred and not to be violated. When we make any creature the breath of our nostrils, and promise ourselves that we shall live by it, it is just with God to stop that breath, and deprive us of the life we expected by it; for God will have the honor of being himself along our life and the length of our days.
“The punishment of thy iniquity is accomplished, O daughter of Zion!” not the fullness of that punishment which it deserves, but of that which God has allowed and determined to inflict, and which was necessary to make an end to their idolatry, to the glorifying of God’s justice and the taking away of their sin. The captivity, which is the punishment of thy iniquity, is accomplished (Isaiah 40:2), “and he will no longer keep thee in captivity; so it may be read, as well as, he will no more carry thee into captivity; he will turn again thy captivity and work a glorious release for thee.” We ought to learn by the experience of the Israelites, that the troubles of God’s people shall be continued until they have done their work for which they were sent. 
That an end shall be put to Edom’s triumphs. It is spoken ironically: "Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of Edom! go on to insult over Zion in distress, till thou hast filled up the measure of thy iniquity. Do so; rejoice in thy own present exemption from the common fate of thy neighbors.’’ This is like Solomon’s upbraiding the young man with his ungoverned mirth (Ecclessiastes. 11:9): "Rejoice, O young man! In thy youth; rejoice, if thou canst, when God comes to reckon with thee, and that he will do ere long.”  The cup of trembling, which it is now Jerusalem’s turn to drink deeply of, shall pass through unto thee; it shall go round till it comes to be thy lot to pledge it.’’  This is a good reason why we should not insult over any who are in misery, because we ourselves also are in the body, and we know not how soon their case may be ours. But those who please themselves in the calamities of God’s church must expect to have their doom, as aiders and abettors, with those that are instrumental in those calamities. The destruction of the Edomites was foretold by this prophet (Jeremiah 49:7), and the people of God must encourage themselves against their present rudeness and insolence with the prospect of it. 
It will be a shameful destruction: "The cup that shall pass unto thee shall intoxicate thee,’’ and that is shame enough to any man; "thou shalt be drunken, quite infatuated, and at thy wits’ end, shalt stagger in all thy counsels and stumble in all thy enterprises, and then, as Noah when he was drunk, thou shalt make thyself naked and expose thyself to contempt.’’ Those who ridicule God’s people will justly be left to themselves to do that, some time or other, by which they will be made ridiculous. It will be a righteous destruction. God will herein visit thy iniquity and discover thy sins; he will punish them, and, to justify himself therein, he will discover them, and make it to appear that he has just cause thus to proceed against them. No, the punishment of the sin shall so exactly answer the sin that it shall itself plainly discover it. Sometimes God does so visit the iniquity that he that runs may read the sin in the punishment. But, sooner or later, sin will be visited and discovered, and all the hidden works of darkness brought to light.

The Edomites who are actually the generation of Esau, have always been enemies of Israel. They had sided with Babylon in the months before the fall and destruction of Jerusalem. As a reward, Nebuchadnezzar gave the outlying lands of Judah to Edom. Edom rejoiced and gained land in Jerusalem’s fall, but she will be punished as well by God in the days to come as prophesied by the prophets (Ezekiel 25:12-14; Obadiah 1:11-21; Jeremiah 49:7-22’ Amos 9:12).
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