Sabbath Day Sermon of November 14, 2020

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus Explains the Soils and the Hearers
Matthew Chapter 13: [18-54]
In our study last week we followed Jesus as he describes the four common types of people in the world and how they would probably respond as they come in contact with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We also noted that the parables about the Kingdom of Heaven form the third major discourse in the Gospel. Then we learned that a parable is a simile or metaphor drawn from everyday life or nature and that its vividness or strangeness gains the hearer’s attention but demands further reflection regarding the precise meaning. This week we would continue our study from verse 18 of Matthew chapter 13 where we left off. 

In His time on earth, Jesus was the sower described in the parable, but before His ascension, He passed on that duty to us as the end-times sowers of the seed, that is, the preaching of the Word of God Almighty (Matthew 28:19; John 17:18). In this passage Jesus speaks of what happened to most people we have witnessed to of the Gospel, and what would happen to people we would have to witness to the Word of God Almighty. If you are used to obeying His commandment to spread the Gospel message, you would have probably witnessed or sown the Word of God Almighty in the lives of one or more of these four different types of people described as the hearers of Jesus Christ preaching the Word of God Almighty. In other words, sowing the seeds of faith in them.
18-23. Here Jesus set out to explain the meaning of the seeds. The hearers of the parable of the seeds were expected to draw some equivalences: the seed is Jesus who is the Word of God Almighty, preaching of the kingdom; the good soil is proper dispositions; the bad soils are improper dispositions; that is persons’ inherent qualities of mind and character. The fruitful seeds are the disciples including those of us who have accepted Him; the wasted seeds are the unbelievers. But the explanation given in these verses goes beyond these obvious correspondences and focuses on the reasons why the seeds failed or prospered.  

These verses speak of how easy it is for some of us to agree with Jesus Christ with no intention of obeying. It is easy to denounce cares of this life: anxiety and worry, and the deceitfulness of riches, and still do nothing to change our ways. If we may ask, “In light of eternal life with God Almighty, are your present worries justified?” If you had everything you could want but forfeit eternal life with God Almighty, would those things be so desirable? If you answered, no, then don’t you think it's about time you picked up your cross and followed Jesus Christ the leader of the Christendom, His only creation of all the religions.

According to Jesus’ explanation, the bad soils are lack of understanding, superficiality, and division within oneself. The corresponding obstacles to belief are the “evil one” tribulation or persecution, and worldly cares, and the desire for wealth. In the good soil, however, the message of Jesus is taken in with understanding, perseverance, patience, endurance, and obedience, and yields remarkable results.

The four types of soil represent different responses to God Almighty’s message of Salvation (John 3:16-20). People respond differently because they are in different states of readiness. Some are hardened and deceptive, others are shallow, others are contaminated by distracting cares, and some are receptive. My friends, if you are reading this message, may we ask you how has God Almighty’s Word taken root in your life? What kind of soil are you? If you have heard the Gospel message, and you are still not truthfully in Jesus Christ or are lukewarm, you should know that you are bad soil. We thought we make it easy for you for the answer to the question, “What kind of soil are you?” But as long as you are still alive you have the opportunity to become good soil by calling to Jesus to save you and give you eternal life. Now, remember that salvation and eternal are only available while you're on earth, you must obtain them while here on earth or you will not be going to heaven.  Again, salvation and eternal life are not obtained by being religious, but only through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ the Son of Almighty God.
24-30. All the parables in this chapter teach us about God Almighty and his Kingdom. They explain what the Kingdom is really like as opposed to our expectations of it. The Kingdom of heaven is not a geographic location, but a spiritual realm where God Almighty rules and where we share in his eternal life. We join the Kingdom when we trust in Jesus Christ as Savior 

The wheat and the tares. In this parable, Jesus uses another agricultural comparison to explain the lack of universal acceptance of Jesus’ preaching. Jesus sowed a good seed, but the evil one has sown a kind of weed that is difficult to distinguish from the wheat in the early stages of growth. The parable concerns the proper attitude toward the mixed reception accorded to Jesus. The message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is established on the truth, and only those of the truth hear his voice (John 18:36-37). It is clear enough that if you are not in Jesus today, it simply means that you cannot hear His voice because you are not of the truth (John 3:16-21).

The tares are unbelievers and wheat are believers in Jesus Christ, but the wheat and the tares must live side by side in this world. Both are found in the Churches; God Almighty allows unbelievers to remain in his field so the surrounding wheat isn’t uprooted with them. At the harvest, however, the tares will be uprooted and thrown in the fire. God Almighty harvest is His judgment of all mankind; that is coming very soon. We are to make ourselves ready by making sure our faith is sincere.

31-35. The parables of the mustard seed and the leaven. Jesus in the parable of the mustard seed and the leaven uses everyday things to illustrate the dynamics of the Kingdom of God Almighty. The activity of God Almighty in the ministry of Jesus Christ seems as small as a mustard seed or as a little yeast, but its result in the fullness of God Almighty’s rule will be very great. These comparisons suggest that in Jesus Christ’s preaching, the kingdom already has a present dimension and that the process moving toward its fullness has in some way been inaugurated in the hearts of many.

36-43. In these verses, Jesus explains the wheat and the tares of the field. At this point, Jesus had sent the multitude away and now concentrates on his disciples. To their request for an explanation of the parable of the wheat and the tares, he first responds in verses 37-39 with a catalog of equivalences that serves to decode the parable, that he that sows the good seed is Jesus Himself, and the field is the world; the good seed is the children of the Kingdom of God Almighty. But the tares are the children of the wicked one; the enemy that sows them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world, and the reapers are the angels of God Almighty. Then in verses 40-43 he provides a scenario for the events surrounding the last judgment. 

40-43. At the end of the world, angels will separate the evil from the good, and burn the tares in the fire that does not die; so it shall be of the end of the world. At Jesus Christ return to rule forever, He will send his angels to gather all things that offend and all those who do iniquity, and shall have them thrown in a furnace of fire. The wailing indicates sorrow or remorse, and the gnashing of teeth shows extreme anxiety or pain. Those who say they don’t care what happens to them after they die don’t realize what they are saying. They will be punished for living in selfishness and indifference to God Almighty (Mark 9:43-50).

There are true and false believers in churches today, and others are sent by the enemy to fight against the Church. The lesson here is that we should exercise caution in our judgments because only Jesus Christ is qualified to make the final separation. If you start judging you may damage some of the good “plants.’ It is more important to judge your response to God Almighty than to analyze others’ responses. There is no doubt that those who receive God Almighty’s favor stand in bright contrast to those who receive his judgment. A similar illustration is used in Daniel 12:3.
44-50. The treasure, the pearl, and the fishnet. The parables of the treasure and the pearl illustrate the zeal with which the kingdom of God Almighty should be pursued. They express the great value of the Kingdom of God Almighty, the joy that it brings, and the total commitment that it deserves. The Kingdom of heaven is more valuable than anything else we can have, and a person must be willing to give up everything to obtain it. 

The parable of the fishnet has the same meaning as the parable of the wheat and tares and reminds us that the coming of the Kingdom will include final judgment in which good and bad will be separated and received their fitting rewards and punishments. This sorting will be done at the last judgment by those infinitely more qualified than we.

51-54. There is a double benefit for those who understand and use both the Old and New Testaments. The Old Testament points the way to Jesus, the Messiah. Jesus always upheld its authority and relevance. The New Testament reveals Jesus Christ himself, who is now available to anyone who accepts his spiritual kingship. Both the old and new teaching gives practical guidelines for faith and for living in the world.

 The religious leaders in Jesus’ day, however, were trapped in the old and blind to the new. They were looking for a future kingdom preceded by judgment. Jesus, however, taught that the Kingdom was now and the judgment was future. The religious leaders were looking for a physical and temporal kingdom via military rebellion and physical rule but were blind to the spiritual significance of the Kingdom that Jesus Christ brought with Him.

55-58. The residents of Jesus’ hometown Nazareth had known him since he was a young child and were acquainted with his family, and they could not bring themselves to believe in his message. Even his brothers and sisters did not believe until after His death and resurrection (John 7:1-5; Matthew 7:6; Mark 3:21). They were too close to the situation. Jesus had come to them as a prophet, one who challenged them to respond to the unpopular spiritual truth. They did not see beyond the man. 

Jesus was not the first prophet to be rejected in his own country. Jeremiah experienced rejection in his hometown, even by members of his family (Jeremiah 12:5-6). Those who rejected Jesus did so because of their mindset, and for this reason, Jesus did few miracles in his hometown because of their unbelief. Lack of faith blinds people to the truth and robs them of hope.  These people missed the messiah. How does your family measure up? If you can’t see God Almighty’s work, perhaps it is because of your unbelief, or you are lukewarm. My friends, believe, ask God Almighty for “mighty work” in your life, and expect Him to act; look with eyes of faith always. 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God Almighty, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. AMEN.
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