Sabbath Day Sermon of November 11, 2017.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

God Almighty to Restore Israel of Jesus Christ 
Micah Chapters 4 and 5

In the midst of the certainty of doom and disaster, Micah injects a futuristic note of hope. God Almighty has not cast off his people forever. While they wait for restoration, salvation will come to the Gentiles (Luke 21:24; Romans 11:25-27; Acts 15:14).  For the law shall go forth from Zion, this awaits the day when Zion is restored and will be the means of blessing to all nations and peoples.

2-4. The phrase, “In the last days,” describes the days when God Almighty will reign over his perfect Kingdom. This will be an era of peace and blessing, when war will be forever ended. Although we cannot pinpoint the date, but God Almighty has promised that it will arrive (Isaiah 2:2; Jeremiah 16:15: Joel 3:1; Zechariah 14:9-11; Malachi 3:17; Revelation 19-22).

The peace that people dream of and many seek will never come until the end of the age and the victory of the LORD Jesus Christ the Messiah over Satan. The peace that Micah speaks will come, and the armaments of war will be eliminated; and what can be salvaged will be used for peaceful purposes. 

5-10. “For all people will walk everyone in the name of his god,” meaning as Jesus return gets closer, there will be a great polarization or false “unity” between God Almighty’s people and Satan’s followers. All peoples and nations shall be religious, and yet they love, worship, and implore different gods. But the true people of God Almighty will not only profess faith in God Almighty; they will also walk in his ways. If you ask, “How can we know to walk in his ways?” We must read the books of Revelation, hear its message, and be prepared for Jesus Christ’s imminent return. “He that is unjust; let him be unjust still; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still; and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still, and he that is holy let him be holy still. And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be” (Revelation 22:11, 12). Then our walk will be as good as our talk (Mark 7:18). 
“Now why dost thou cry out aloud?” Micah prophesied of the end of kings, a drastic statement for the people of Judah who thought their kingdom will last forever. He also said that Babylon would destroy the land of Judah and carry away its king, but that after a while God Almighty would help his people return to their land. The language of childbirth implies that new life lies hidden beneath the suffering of the people. This all happened just as Micah prophesied, and these events are recorded in 2 Chronicles 36:9-23 and Ezra 1-2.
11-13. “Now many nations are gathered against thee.” Micah envisions the Babylonian captivity. That captivity that began lasted from year 586 to 537 B.C was two centuries in the future, but Micah and Isaiah prophesied of the event long before it happened. Predictive prophecy enhances the reliability of the Word of God Almighty.  Jerusalem will be destroyed. But the destroyers have their own purpose in mind. They do not know that providence works in such a way that God Almighty’s purpose is quite different from theirs. The enemies of Jerusalem will themselves be smitten by God Almighty after they have done his will. Unknown to evil people today, who are working against the Church of Jesus Christ, God Almighty uses their wicked intensions and deeds to work out his ultimate purposes for the world, with his own glory in view.
Why does God Almighty reveal the future to his people? When God Almighty reveals the future, his purpose goes beyond satisfying our curiosity. Not only is he keeping his part of the bargain to his people to inform them of what is coming (Amos 3:7), He wants us to change our present behavior and be ready because of what we know about the future from his revelations to His Church. Forever begins now, and a glimpse of God Almighty’s plan for his people should motivate us to serve him, no matter what the rest of the world may do.
5:1-4. In chapter 5 we see that just as America and the prominent nations of the world are today obsessed with wealth and position, so was Jerusalem; with all its wealth and power, before she was besieged and destroyed. Its king and his army could not save it. Today America is being put under pressure to give up her right to defend herself by those who find it difficult to take her down unless she gives up that right by disarming her people. This pressure has escalated to the point that Churches have become places of shooting guns and killing people, why? In contrast, Bethlehem, a tiny town would be the birthplace of the only king who could save his people. This deliverer, the Messiah in the person of Jesus Christ will be born as a baby in Bethlehem (Luke 2:4-7), and eventually would reign as the eternal King (Revelation 19-22).

The judgment came down on Jerusalem during the reign of Zedekiah in Jerusalem when Nebuchadnezzar conquered the city (2 Kings 26:1, 2). Zedekiah was the last of the kings in David’s line to sit on the throne in Jerusalem. If we look back to the days of exile upon “the former dominion” either the days of Micah or better, the kingdom of David and Solomon, and recognize the care of the LORD as King over the remnant of people who are lame, outcasts, and afflicted; the “tower of the rock,” is another name for the Temple as a home and refuge for the flock of Israel. 

Micah prophesied and confirms as correct Nebuchadnezzar’s revelation as interpreted by Daniel that the smashing of the statue by the stone cut by no human hand is a sign of the end of the present age and the coming of an indestructible kingdom that the God Almighty of heaven was establishing. This kingdom will belong to the next king in David’s line the Messiah, who would establish a Kingdom that would never end (Daniel 2:44).  This ruler is Jesus, the Messiah. Micah accurately prophesied Jesus Christ’s birthplace hundreds years before he was born (Micah 5:2). The promised eternal King in David’s line, who would come to live as a man, had been alive forever, that is, “From of old, from everlasting.” Although eternal, he entered human history as the man, Jesus of Nazareth.
4-5. “This man shall be the peace when the Assyrian, singular, shall come into our land” meaning that the Messiah will raise up many good leaders when he returns to reign in sharp contrast of Judah’s corrupt leaders. The Assyrian symbolically points to would be the leader of the antichrists and refers to all nations in every age that oppose God Almighty. These good leaders that Jesus Christ will raise will help him defeat all evil in the world.
We noted in this chapter that it is said of Jesus Christ, “And this man shall be the peace,” which corresponds with one of Jesus Christ's closing talks in which he said, “Peace I leave you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, I give unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid” (John 14:27). With Jesus first coming we have the opportunity for peace with God Almighty. No more fear of judgment, no more conflict and guilt. Jesus Christ’s peace gives us assurance even though wars continue. For ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars and stories about the weapons that is used to fight them, but with Jesus’ second coming all wars and  weapons of war will be destroyed. 
6-10. The land of Nimrod is another name for Assyria, which in this case, is a symbol of all the evil nations that have committed fornication with the whore of Babylon. When God rules in his eternal Kingdom our strength will not be found in military might but in God’s Almighty power. He will destroy all the weapons that people use for security. There will be no need for armies, because God Almighty will rule in the heart of every person. Our hearts should not be ruled by fear of invasion or nuclear attack; our confidence should be in God Almighty.
11-15. They depended upon their strongholds, and fortified cities, for their security; but God Almighty will take care that they be demolished: “I will cut off the cities of thy land; I will throw down thy strongholds.” They shall have them for habitations, but not for garrisons, for God will be their only place of defense, their high tower, and their deliverer. Many of them depended much upon the conduct and advice of their conjurors, diviners, and fortune-tellers; and those God Almighty will cut off, not only as weak things, and insufficient to relieve them, but as wicked things, and sufficient to ruin them: "I will cut off witchcrafts out of thy hand, that thou shalt no more take hold of them, and stay thyself upon them, and thou shalt have no more soothsayers, for thou shalt be convinced that all their pretensions are a cheat.’’ 
The justice of the nation shall cut them off according to law, (Lev. 20:27). The preaching of the gospel brought men off from using curious arts of witchcraft, (Acts. 19:19). Many of them had said to the work of their hands, “You are our gods;” but now idolatry shall be abolished and abandoned: "Thy graven images will I cut off, and thy standing images, both those that were movable and those that were fixed; they shall be destroyed by the power of the law of Moses and deserted by the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ. So that thou shalt no more worship the work of thy hands, but be ashamed that ever thou hast been so deluded. Among other monuments of idolatry, I will pluck up thy groves out of the midst of thee.’’  
These were planted and preserved in honor of their idols, and used in the worship of them; these they were ordered to burn (Deuteronomy. 12:2, 3), and, if they do not, God Almighty will, so that they shall not have them to trust to. “And so will I destroy their cities, meaning the cities that were dedicated to the idols, to some dunghill-deity or other, which they confided in for their protection.”  That those who stand it out against the gospel of Jesus Christ, and continue in league with their idolatries and witchcrafts, shall fall under the wrath of God Almighty, and be consumed by it: “I will execute vengeance in anger and fury upon the heathen, that is, upon heathenism, such as they have not heard; idolatries shall be done away, and idolaters put to shame,” and stored away in cubicles in hell the kingdom of their master Satan the devil. “I will execute vengeance upon the heathen who have not heard, or who would not hear and receive the doctrine of Jesus Christ.” God Almighty will give his Son either the hearts or the necks of his enemies, and make them either his friends or his footstool.
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