Sabbath Day Sermon of November 10, 2018.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Beginning of Jesus’ Galilean Ministry

Luke Chapter 4:14-44.
In the first part of this chapter, we observe that in threefold temptations certain truths are evident (1) Jesus would make no compact with the devil; (2) he would perform no miracles until he began preaching, for miracles ratified his doctrine; (3) he would work no miracles for himself because he came to suffer, not to please himself; (4) he gladly put off the proof of his being the Son of God Almighty until later rather than to do what was not fit and proper at that time; (5) he would not act independently from his Father, who is now also the Father of all who have received Jesus Christ.

13-18. The devil was put to flight (John 4:7-8). He had emptied his quiver of all his tricks and had failed signally. Jesus Christ emerged the conqueror; the devil retired to work out other plans to entrap and to try and defeat Jesus Christ. Now, Jesus filled with the power of the Holy Spirit, begins his offensive warfare against the hosts of darkness. He taught publicly, centered his work in the synagogues, and kept the Sabbath, not the pagan Sunday worship. The net result was that he preached and was persecuted just as you and I will be persecuted if you truthfully speak the Gospel.

Jesus is met initially with praise and acclaim, but this response sours through jealousy and suspicion until his own people are seeking his life. As an observant Judaean, Jesus customarily worships in the synagogue. In the Sabbath service, there were two readings, one from the Pentateuch which are the first five books of the Old Testament, and a second from the prophets. Jesus took this second lesson and opened to Isaiah 61:1-2 and reading a promise of the restoration of Israel.

19-27. “To preach the acceptable year of the LORD,” meaning to give blessings to all who come to Him.” When Jesus closed the Book of Isaiah, he stopped before adding “and the day of vengeance of our God” (Isaiah 61:12). Jesus finished by speaking of “the time of God Almighty’s favor,” which meant his own incarnation and atoning death on the cross. But that the wrath of God Almighty or the Judgment Day awaits Jesus Christ Second Advent; it is yet future. This was a purposeful omission on Jesus’ part and may have puzzled his audience.

There is an air of expectancy as Jesus sits to interpret the reading; a synagogue teacher might either sit or stand. He announces that the day of fulfillment has come. He started with the very word people had heard John the Baptist say: “Repent.” The message is the same today as when Jesus and John gave it. Becoming a follower of Jesus Christ means turning away from your self-centeredness and “self” control and turning your life over to Jesus Christ’s direction and control. The ”today” he speaks of is the inaugural day of the ‘year acceptable to the LORD.” That day continued to unfold until the goal of Jesus’ glorification when it became the eternal day of salvation. The listeners were impressed by his preaching, but just at this point, a jarring note is heard:  “Is this not Joseph’s son?” 
The listeners have heard things they never heard before. They were so impressed that they found it difficult to believe that a son of Joseph could say and do these things. God Almighty, through Joseph, had covered Mary’s virgin birth with dignity and kept her from scandal, public disgrace, and humiliation and from possibly being stoned to death. What the God-man said and did was the product of his being both God and man and offspring of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, the mindset is the same and blasphemous to swear as unbelievers sometimes do “Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph,” instead of God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Even Jesus himself was not accepted as a prophet in his hometown. Many people have a similar attitude; an expert is anyone who carries a briefcase and comes from more than 100 miles away. My friends, do not be surprised when your Christian life and faith are not easily understood or accepted by those who know you well.

28-32. From the beginning, we read of “how he came unto his own, and his own received him not” (John 1:11). He escaped from their wrath because his hour had not yet come. Jesus compares himself to two great prophets of ancient Israel, noting that they served non-Israelites because their own people were not open to their messages. The implication is that him, too, a prophet not accepted by his own people, will take his message to outsiders or to the Gentiles. They as unbelieving as the Israelites of the Northern Kingdom of Israel in the days of Elijah and Isaiah, a time notorious for its great wickedness. The listening Judaeans could not stand hearing that God Almighty was interested in the Gentiles and would save some of them too.

The prospect threatens his listeners, arousing murderous thoughts. The same judgment on Israel will be made by Apostle Paul with similar results (Acts 22:21). Before Jesus Christ gave Paul a commission to go to the Gentiles, he told him it was to no purpose for him to think of doing any good at Jerusalem; so that they must not blame him, but themselves, if he is sent to the Gentiles. Paul came to Jerusalem full of hopes that, by the grace of God, he might be instrumental to bring those to the faith of Jesus Christ who had stood it out against the ministry of the other apostles; and perhaps this was what he was now praying for, that he, having had his education at Jerusalem and being well known there, might be employed in gathering the children of Jerusalem to Jesus Christ that were not yet gathered, which he thought he had particular advantages of bringing them under the saving grace of Jesus Christ. 

But Jesus Christ crosses the measures he had laid: "Make haste,’’ says He, "and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem; ’’for, though thou thinkest thyself more likely to work upon them than others, thou wilt find they are more prejudiced against thee than against any other, and therefore, will not receive thy testimony concerning me’’ (Acts 22: 17-30). As God Almighty knows before who will receive the gospel, so he knows who will reject it. .So the hostility does not overcome Jesus for the time being; he still has a mission to accomplish in fulfillment of God Almighty’s plan. In the decisive act of rejection that results to his death, Jesus will seem to be destroyed but will emerge victorious (Luke 24:26).

          “His word was with power.” The Greek word translated “power” means authority. Jesus had the authority of absolute truth, for he was God Almighty. And his words were absolute truth as well. The Judaean scribes and rabbis appealed to the traditions of their human forefathers. But Jesus’ authority went beyond that of the rabbis and scribes. It came from God Almighty and his words were final. From then there was no appeal.

33-44. Jesus moves on to Capernaum, a city on the north shore of the Lake Galilee, which becomes his headquarters during the period of the Galilean ministry. Jesus Christ cast out devils with authority and power not with tricks and gimmicks. He muzzled demons and always delivered people from them so that the victims were left unhurt. Demons know fully well that Jesus Christ is God Almighty. The unclean spirits recognized the kind of challenge that has been issued: “Have you come to destroy us?  They tremble at what the future has in store for them (James 2:19), but this does not change them. 

Again the people are struck with awe at Jesus’ words and deeds redolent or the fragrance of his divine authority. The people were amazed at Jesus’ authority to cast out demons. But amazement does not necessarily lead to faith (Luke 4:22; 5:26).  Evil spirits ruled by satan are sent to harass people and tempt them to sin. They are fallen angels who joined satan in rebellion against God Almighty. Demons can cause a person to become mute, deaf, blind or insane. Jesus faced many demons during his time on earth, and he always exerted authority over them. Not only did the devil leave the persons, but none of them was hurt. 

Jesus does not permit the demons to speak, demonstrating his authority over the spirit world. Jesus does not want his identity known before he is able to invest the title Messiah with its true meaning. Scripture does not tell us whether it is possible, even now, for demons to change their minds and receive Jesus Christ, whether their condition has become so fixed that they are beyond redemption. We know that demon spirits cannot repent because their depraved condition is fixed, permanent and they are beyond redemption.

Evil permeates our world, and it is no wonder that people are often fearful. But Jesus’ power is far greater than that of satan. The first step toward conquering the fear of evil is to recognize Jesus’ authority. He has overcome all evil, including satan himself. From the synagogue, Jesus goes to Simon Peter’s house for the main Sabbath meal, and he finds Simon’s mother-in-law with a fever, which he “rebukes” as he had the demon. Jesus has come to free the people from whatever binds them, whether demons or disease or other handicaps that kept them in bondage.

The people came to Jesus when the sun was setting because this was the Sabbath, their day of rest. Sabbath lasted from sunset on Friday to sunset on Saturday. The people did not want to break the law that prohibited travel on the Sabbath, so they waited until the Sabbath hours were over before coming to Jesus. And Jesus healed every one of them. The devils came out of many, crying out, and saying “Thou art Christ the Son of God Almighty. Jesus rebuked them not to speak because they knew he was the Messiah.
If you ask, “Why Jesus didn’t want the devils to reveal who he was?” As in verse 35, he commanded them to remain silent to show his authority over them. He wanted his listeners to believe he was the Messiah because of his words, not because of the devil's words. He was going to reveal his identity according to God Almighty’s timetable, and he would not be pushed by satan’s evil plans. The devils called Jesus “Son of God Almighty,” or Christ.” But Jesus was going to show himself to be the suffering servant before he became the great King. To reveal his identity as King too soon would stir up the crowds with the wrong expectations of what he came to do.

42.  Jesus had to get up early just to get some time alone. If Jesus needed solitude for prayer and refreshment, how must more is this true for you? My friends do not become so busy that life turns into a flurry of activity leaving no room for quiet fellowship alone with God Almighty. No matter how much you have to do, you always have time for prayer. 
Here we observe that Jesus’ reception at Capernaum is the opposite of that at Nazareth. The people try to keep him in their midst. But even this is a way of holding him bound, and Jesus escapes from these friends just as he had from his enemies. He is not tied down to one group or one place, he had been sent to all the people where ever they may be.
The Kingdom of God Almighty was good news! It was good news to the Judaeans because they had been awaiting the coming of the promised Messiah ever since the Babylonian captivity. It is good news for us also, because it means freedom from slavery to sin and selfishness. The Kingdom of God Almighty is here and now because the Holy Spirit lives in the hearts of believers. Yet it is also in the future because Jesus will return to reign over a perfect Kingdom when sin and evil no longer exist.
Scripture Reading Online
http://av1611.com/kjbp/kjv-bible-text/index.html
http://www.hsapm.org/radio1.html
Online Bible by HSAPM for Windows 8.1
http://www.hsapm.org/rss
Scripture reading: Acts 22; 
