Sabbath Day Sermon of May 9, 2015.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Why Jesus Is the Only Way to God

Exodus Chapter 34
Most Christians would have difficulty explaining why it is only the blood of Jesus that can take away sin. In this chapter of the Book of Exodus, the Lord God Almighty made it clear that no sacrifice by any means can clear the guilty. In other, for any man or woman to be clear of the guilt of sin and to enter into the Kingdom of heaven there is a special sacrifice that God Almighty will make available by which the guilt of sin can be cleared; in other words removed and for anyone to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. That special sacrifice was symbolic in the offering of the lamb in Egypt in Israel’s camp, and would be literarily offered by Jesus Christ in his body. So whether you believe it or not that Jesus is the only way to God, cannot change the Word of God. If anyone chooses to be unfaithful to the Word of God, this could neither annul what God said nor lead God to be unfaithful to Himself or to His promises. 
God now commands Moses to hew two replacement tables of stone like the first tables that he broke, and to come up to him in the morning to Mount Sinai. The children of Israel had sinned, and after they repented of their sin for worshipping the golden calf, for which reason Moses broke the first two tables of stone containing the Ten Commandments. Moses then appealed to God not to reject the children of Israel as his people, and asked to see God’s glory. The Lord God Almighty descended in the cloud, and stood with Moses, and proclaimed the name of the LORD, that is, “announced the meaning of his name.” God responded: What is God’s glory? It is his character, his nature, his way of relating to his creatures. We observe that God did not give Moses a vision of power and majesty, but rather of his love. God’s glory is revealed in his mercy, grace, longsuffering, goodness, truth, forgiveness, justice. God’s love and mercy are truly wonderful and we all benefit from them. 
7-11. If you ask why would parent(s) sins affect their children, grandchildren and great grandchildren? Well, you must understand that this is no arbitrary punishment. No doubt children still suffer for the sins of their parents who hate God, that is, those parents who rejected God’s Son Jesus Christ (Exodus 20:5).  Let us consider the ugly face of child abuse or alcoholism, for example. While these sins are obvious, sins like selfishness and greed can been passed along as well to children and grandchildren. The dire consequences of sin are not limited to the individual family member. They will stay with each member of the family until one member escapes by finding salvation in Jesus Christ or the whole family repents. Until there is repentance and return to God, the punishment will hang over the heads of each member of the family for generations. For no amount of sacrifice will by any means clear the guilty, except they come to Jesus Christ will their sin be taken away and given eternal life as children of God (John 1:12).
The Ten Commandments were engraved on the stone tablets by God himself. The writing was the writing of God (Exodus 32:16). When the second set of the Commandments were made, Moses quotes God as saying: “I will write upon these tables the words that were in the first tables.”  This constitutes a miracle from the human perspective but something hardly extraordinary from the divine vantage point.
God commanded the Israelites not to join in religious rites with the sinful people around them, but to give their absolute loyalty and exclusive devotion to him. Heathen worship simply cannot be mixed with the worship of the holy God. As Jesus pointed out, “no servant can serve two masters. Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Luke 16:13). Mammon of course, is the love of money and the god of this world, and many Christians attempt to “make a covenant” with this enslaving demon god. As a Christian you cannot worship two gods as in connecting yourself whatsoever with secret societies or any other organization or body wherein there is fellowship with unbelievers, bound by an oath (James 5:12; 2 Corinthians. 6:14-18).
12-13. “Lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants, and go a whoring after their gods,” that is, “committing adultery against me” or, “playing the harlot worshipping their gods.” In the giving of the Ten Commandments, reconciliation was being made, a covenant of friendship is here settled between God and Israel. As in Jesus Christ, the traitors are not only pardoned, but preferred and made favorites again. Well may the assurances of this be ushered in with a behold, a word commanding attention and admiration: “Behold, I make a covenant.” When the covenant was broken, it was Israel that broke it; now that it comes to be renewed, it is God that makes it. If there be quarrels, we must bear all the blame; if there be peace, God must have all the glory. Here is, God’s part of this covenant, what he would do for them, and for all who would repent of their sins and return to him. In general: “Before all thy people, I will do marvels” says the Lord God Almighty.
Covenant-blessings are marvelous things (Psalm 98:1), marvels in the kingdom of grace; those mentioned here were marvels in the kingdom of nature, the drying up of Jordan, the standing still of the sun, the overthrowing of the heathen nations etc. Marvels indeed, for they were without precedent, such as have not been done in all the earth. They were the joy of Israel, and the confirmation of their faith: “Thy people shall see, and own the work of the Lord”. And they were the terror of their enemies: “It is a terrible thing that I will do.” Even God’s own people shall see them with astonishment. In particular: “I drive out before thee the Amorites.” God, as King of nations, plucks up some, to plant others, as it pleases him; as King of saints, he made room for the vine Israel he brought out of Egypt, (Psalm 80:8, 9). Evil kingdoms are sacrificed to the righteous Israel’s interests, (Isaiah 43:3, 4). Their part of the covenant: “Observe that which I command thee.” We cannot expect the benefit of the promises of God Almighty unless we make conscience of his precepts. The two great precepts are, (1.) Thou shalt worship no other gods, nor give divine honor to any creature, or any name whatsoever, the creature of fancy. (2.) A good reason is annexed, for it is at thy peril if thou do.
14-18. The heathen gods that God warned Israel not to worship include a group of gods known as Asherim; these are shameful idols which were and still are symbols of Asherah, the Canaanite mother-goddess. The objects were carved from wood, which could be cut down, burned, or broken in pieces (Exodus 34:13; Deuteronomy 16:21; Micah 5:14; 2 Chronicles 34:4); these were carved statues of male and female genital organs, also symbolized by the dot within the circle.  
A jealous God as in Exodus 20:5, God is called jealous. Jealous can be understood two ways: (1) Envious, resentful, suspicious, or distrustful; (2) solicitous in maintaining or guarding something; sleepless, scrupulous, or alert. It is in the second sense that God is jealous. He will maintain himself in his holiness, justice, and integrity and will not suffer anyone to malign or denigrate the divine person. For the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God, as tender in the matters of his worship as the husband is of the honor of the marriage-bed. Jealousy is called the rage of a man (Proverbs 6:34), but it is God’s holy and just displeasure. Those cannot worship God aright who do not worship him alone. "Thou shalt make thee no molten god; thou shalt not worship the true God by images.’’ This was the sin they had lately fallen into, which therefore they are particularly cautioned against. Fences are here erected about these two precepts by two others: That they might not be tempted to worship other gods, they must not join in affinity or friendship with those that did: "Take heed to thyself, for thou art upon thy good behavior.” In other words, it is a sin that thou art prone to and that will easily beset thee, and therefore be very cautious, and carefully abstain from all appearances of it and advances towards it.
So the saying that God is jealous of us, is actually God making a statement to Mr. Sin also known as Satan and Lucifer not to mess with his children. It is also for us to understand that he would not let anything come between his love for us and our love for him as our Father if we would obey him. That we might not be tempted to make molten gods, we must utterly destroy all pagan things, and those idols around us and all idols that belong to us, the altars and groves, lest, if these were left standing, we should be brought, in process of time, either to use them or to take pattern by them, or to abate in their detestation and dread of idolatry. The relics of idolatry ought to be abolished as affronts to the holy God and a great reproach to human nature. So let it never be said that men who pretend to reason were ever guilty of such absurdities as to make gods of their own and worship them.
The Passover, and the feast of unleavened bread, is to be observed in remembrance of their deliverance out of Egypt and to this is annexed the law of the redemption of the first-born. For the Christian, Passover is observed in remembrance of the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ on the cross, and his resurrection. This feast was instituted in Exodus 12:13, and urged again in Exodus 23:15.  The feast of weeks, that is, that of Pentecost, seven weeks after the Passover; and to this is annexed the law of the first-fruits, to be observed by Christians in remembrance of the coming of the Holy Spirit.  The feast of in-gathering at the year’s end, which was the feast of tabernacles: to be observed by Christians as a rehearsal for the return of Jesus Christ to gather his people and take them with him, of these also he had spoken before in Exodus  23:16. As to those laws repeated in this chapter in verses  25, and  26, that against leaven relates to the Passover, that of the first-fruits to the feast of Pentecost, and therefore that against seething or boiling the kid in his mother’s milk relates to the feast of in-gathering, at which God would not have them use that superstitious ceremony, which probably they had seen the Egyptians, or some other of the neighboring nations, bless their harvests.
19-26. All that openeth the matrix, that is, “Everything firstborn male,” or, “all that opens the womb.” Once a week on the seventh day we must rest, even in earing time, and in harvest, the most busy times of the year. All worldly business must give way to that holy rest; harvest-work will prosper the better for the observance of the Sabbath-day in harvest-time. Hereby we must show that we prefer our communion with God, and our duty to him, before either the business or the joy of harvest. Thrice or three times a year we must feast; we must then appear before the Lord God, the Almighty God. In all our approaches to God, we must see him as the Lord God, infinitely blessed, great, and glorious, that we may worship him with reverence and godly fear, as our God and Father, a God in covenant with us, that we may be encouraged to trust in him, and to serve him cheerfully. 
Of course, as Christians we are always before God; but, in holy duties, we present ourselves before him, as servants to receive commands, as petitioners to ask for favors, and we have reason to do both with joy. But it might be suggested that, when all the males from every part of the country had gone up to worship in the place that God should choose, the country-side would be left exposed to the insults of their neighbors; and what would become of the poor women and children, and sick and aged, that were left at home? God says to trust him with their security: for “Neither shall any man desire thy land; not only they shall not invade it, but they shall not so much as think of invading it.” We can be assured that all hearts are in God’s hands, and under his check; he can lay a restraint, not only upon men’s actions, but upon their desires
27-32. The Lord God said to Moses write down these words, that is, the preceding laws that are described in verses 12 through 26, saying that after these words have I made a covenant with thee and with Israel. There was nothing that God said to Moses that he did not ask him to write down. So it is absolutely false to teach that there are oral laws given by God to Moses that were not written. Moses was before the Lord forty days and forty nights writing all what God had to say to him and the children of Israel: His laws. We can never be enough thankful to God for the written word. We are told that according to the tenor of these words God would make a covenant with Moses and Israel; not with Israel immediately, but with them in Moses a mediator and in Jesus Christ. Thus the covenant of grace is made with believers through Jesus Christ, who is given for a covenant to the people, (Isaiah 49:8). And, as here the covenant was made according to the tenor of the command, so it is still; for we are by baptism brought into covenant, that we may be taught to observe all things whatsoever Jesus Christ has commanded us (Matthew 28:19, Matthew 28:20).
33-35. The glory of God was reflected on the face of Moses whenever he left the tent of meeting with God. Israel then beheld Moses’ face and knew he had been with God. But Moses, when he had finished speaking to the people under God’s authority, would now put a veil over his face. He removed the veil when he re-entered the tent of meeting with God. The veil indicated his humility and modesty. In a real sense, the glory of God is manifested in the faces of God’s people. A shining face brings glory to God and moves people to emulate that person.
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