Sabbath Day Sermon of May 5, 2018
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Woman Arrayed with the Sun and the Moon
Revelation Chapter 12
The Book of Revelation in this chapter continues to predict the persecution of the people of God Almighty by our enemy satan also known as the devil. All the prominent losers who follow satanstill call him lucifer. The woman arrayed or clothed with the sun and the moon under her feet represents the people of God Almighty who have been awaiting the Messiah.We will learn of the attempts of Satan and his agents to prevent the increase of the church, by devouring her offspring as soon as it was born. Here we have a very lively description in the most proper images by John.
We see how the church is represented in this vision. The Church as a woman, the weaker part of the world, but the spouse of Jesus Christ, and the mother of the saints. The woman is clothed with the sun, the imputed righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. Having put on Jesus Christ, who is the Light of righteousness, she, by her relation to Jesus Christ, is invested with honorable rights and privileges and shines in his rays. The woman as having the moon under her feet (that is, the world); she stands upon it, but lives above it. Her heart and hope are not set upon sublunary things, but on the things that are in heaven, where her head is, Jesus Christ. 
The woman having on her head a crown of twelve stars,that is, the doctrine of the gospel preached by the twelve apostles, which is a crown of glory to all true believers. The woman in travail, crying out, and pained to be delivered. She was pregnant, and now in pain to bring forth a holy progeny to Jesus Christ, desirous that what was begun in the conviction of sinners might end in their conversion.  So that when the children were brought to the birth there might be the strength to bring forth, and that she might see of the travail of her soul. 

The grand enemy of the Church is representedas a great red dragon —a dragon for strength and terror—a red dragon for fierceness and cruelty. As having seven heads, that is, placed on seven hills, as Rome is; and therefore it is probable that pagan Rome is here meant as satan’s instrument. The dragon havingten horns, divided into ten provinces, as the Roman Empire was by Augustus Caesar. As having seven crowns upon his head, which is afterward expounded to be seven kings, (Revelation 17:10). God Almighty set apart the Israelites for himself (Romans 9:4, 5), and that nation gave birth to the Messiah. 
The man Child represents the Lord Jesus Christ, who is to rule the whole universe. Hewas born to a devout Israelite, Mary (Luke 1:26-33).The evil Edomite king Herod immediately tried to destroy the infant Jesus Christ(Matthew 2:13-20).  Herod’s desire to kill this newborn king, whom he saw as a threat to his throne, was motivated by satan, the great red dragon who wanted to kill the world’s Savior. The child is caught up to God Almighty and his throne. The woman flees into the wilderness. 
The wilderness represents a place of refuge and protection from satan. By adding the woman’s escape into the wilderness, God Almighty offers security to all true believers. So we learn that God Almighty protects and keeps his people against the onslaughts of satan. Satan always attacks God Almighty’s people, but God Almighty keeps them spiritually secure. Some of the faithful Christians will experience physical harm, but all will be protected from spiritual harm. God Almighty will not let satan take the souls of his true followers.

7-10. “And there was war in heaven.”  Much more happened at Jesus Christ’s birth death and resurrection than most people realize.  A battle between the forces of good and evil was underway. With Jesus Christ’s resurrection, satan’s ultimate defeat was assured.Here we are assured of the defeat of satan, who is powerless against the Son of God Almighty, Jesus Christ. Yet satan’s time has not come, because after he was cast out of heaven he goes down to earth to persecute the people of God Almighty. But again he is ineffective because God Almighty protects his people as a whole, even though individual believers can be the victims of satan’s hatred and power. 

This Great War in heaven is fought between satan and the fallen angels who are opposed by Michael and the good angels. Satan is dethroned; he and his angels are cast down to earth. Satan’s expulsion from heaven has come about by reason of the incarnation, the life, the death, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. He defeated the enemy.

The precise time when this happened or happens is not clear. It could be that the creation of man by God Almighty in his image, and was given the dominion of the earth was the reason satanhates us. We believe satan was already cast down to earth before God Almighty created the man in His image and placed him in charge of everything in it. The reason for Satan’s rage against humanity is because in his mind, having been cast of heaven into the earth, he thought the earth would be his, but God Almighty created a man and gave dominion of the earth to him (Genesis 2:26-29). 
One thing is sure in the struggle between God Almighty and satan this malign spirit will be defeated because of Jesus Christ’s victory at Calvary (John 12:31).  Satan can no longer oppose Jesus Christ, for his power has been diminished. But satan seeks to persecute the woman, who is given a refuge in the wilderness. The phrase ‘for a time, and times and half a time” of verse 14 is a period of three and a half years prior to the time of Jesus Christ Second Advent. The wrath of satan is directed against the Church of Jesus Christ during this time.
This event fulfils Daniel chapter 12:1. Michael is a high-ranking angel. One of his responsibilities is to guard God Almighty’s community of believers. Satan is not just a symbol or legend, he is very real. Originally he was an angel of God, but through his pride, he became corrupt. Satan is God Almighty’s enemy and he constantly tries to hinder God Almighty’s work, buthe is limited by God Almighty’s power and can do only what he is permitted to do (Job 1:6; 2:8). If you ask, “What does the name satan mean?” It means “Adversary” or “Accuser.” He actively looks for those people faithful to God Almighty to attack (1 Peter 5:8, 9). He likes to seek out believers who are vulnerable in their faith who are spiritually weak, or who are isolated from other believers.
Now let us be clear on this that even though God Almighty permits satan to do his work in this world just as God Almighty allows everyone the choice to do what they desire to do, God Almighty is still in control. You shouldbe rest assured that Jesus has complete power over satan. Jesus defeated satan when he died and rose again for the sins of mankind. Jesus by his death and resurrection barred satan from having access to God Almighty, and he can no longer accuse people before God Almighty (Job 1:6).  Satan will be bound forever when his time is up, and never again to do his evil work (Revelation 20:10).

11-17. Satan received his final blow when the Lamb, Jesus Christ, shed his blood for our sins. The victory is won by sacrifice, Jesus Christ’s death in our place to pay the penalty for our sin, and the sacrifices we make because of our faith in Him. As Christians, we face the battle with satan in almost everything we do in this world. But we should loyally serve and work with Jesus Christ who alone brings victory (Romans 8:34-39).

If you have noticed that satan has stepped up his persecution, it is because he knows that “he hath but a short time.” If when you look around you, you feel shocked of how almost everything seemed to have gone the way of evil, you should understand that we are in the last days, and satan’s work has become more intense. Although satan is very powerful in encouraging sin,and disobedience to God Almighty’s laws as we can see by the condition of our world today, he is always under God Almighty’s control. 
If you ask, “Why does God Almighty allow satan to work evil?” My friends, satan has free choice as you do, so God Almighty allows satan to choose to do evil and bring temptation so that those who pretend to be Jesus Christ’s followers will be weeded out from his true believers. Satan knows that the great confrontation with Jesus is near. He is desperately trying to recruit as great an enemy force as possible for this final battle (Revelation 20:7-8).

While the woman represents faithful believers and the child represents Jesus Christ, the rest of the children or ‘remnant of her seed” are both Israelites and all believers in Jesus Christ.The battle line has been drawn in the sand, and Apostle Paul tells us we are in a spiritual battle (Ephesians 6:10-12). John says the war is still being waged, but the outcome has already been determined. Satan and his followers have been defeated and will be destroyed and deployed in the Lake of Fire. Nevertheless, satan is battling daily to bring more losers into his ranks and to keep his own from defecting to God Almighty’s side. 

Those who belong to Jesus Christ have gone into battle on God Almighty’s side, and He has guaranteed them victory. My friends, do not waver in your commitment to Jesus Christ. A great spiritual battle is being fought, and there is no time for indecision. Don’t be left out of it!
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