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By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop
The Sabbath Healing of the Deformed Hand

Mark Chapter 3

The only question here was whether it was right or wrong to heal on the Sabbath day. Such an” act of mercy” was not forbidden, but those who hated Jesus wished to use this healing against him. They called it an “act of work” on the Sabbath day, which they said was wrong. As Jesus entered the Temple on the Sabbath day, and because there was a man in the pew with deformed hand, “they watch him” to see if he would heal him on the Sabbath day.
Already the Jewish religious leaders had turned against Jesus. They were jealous of his popularity, his miracles, and his speaking authority. They valued their status in the community and their opportunity for personal gain so much that they lost sight of their goal as religious leaders to point people toward God. This is the more reason they could not recognize him even when they knew he was the Messiah. They refused to acknowledge him because they were not willing to give up their treasured position and power over the people.
The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group who on the surface appeared to be zealously following the Old Testament laws, but at the same time they promoted their own religious traditions as written in the Talmud. Jesus became their enemy when he exposed them for their hypocrisy and uncaring attitudes, and they began looking for ways to turn the people against him. Although Jesus was angry at their hypocrisy, he expressed his anger by correcting the problem, and healing the man’s hand, but not in selfish and harmful way.
Jesus’ other enemies were the Herodians, a Jewish political party that hoped to restore Herod the Great’s line to the throne. They saw Jesus as a threat knowing he was of the lineage of David. They thought he would try to take back the throne of David, because “Edom from the 14th C. BC, took over the Jerusalem Temple after they had been forced by John Hyrcanus the king and the High Priest, to convert to the Jerusalem temple religion of Talmudic Phariseeism. It was only a few years after their conversion that the Edomites had taken over Jerusalem, the Temple, the religion politics with their own Herod as king, and the economy”(1). But Jesus’ words to them were “My Kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36). “The Edomites had become Judeans. When Jesus called His sheep away from that corrupt temple religion, to be Christians, the Edomites continued to be called Judeans, which is translated into English as Jews. That nation of Edomites continues to be called Jews to this day. The religion of Phariseeism is the eternal enemy of Jesus Christ and his church, and its adherents are certainly NOT God’s chosen ones” (2). According to Tzvi Freeman,”Inside the body of Jewish practice breathes an inner wisdom—the soul of Judaism. We often call it “Kabbala”, meaning “receiving.”  If Kabbala is the soul of Judaism as has been claimed by most Jewish writers, then we can boldly say that Judaism could not have been the religion of the Israelites. (3)

The Pharisees and the Herodians were normally staunch enemies, but they joined forces against Jesus because he exposed them for what they were. The Pharisees accused Jesus of breaking their law that prevented even the healing of the sick which was an act of mercy on the Sabbath day. For this reason they went and conspired with the Herodians on how they might destroy Jesus. In other words, the Pharisees themselves were breaking God’s Law by plotting murder.
While Jesus was drawing fire from the political and the religious leaders, he was gaining great popularity among the people. The crowd was mixed and consisted of honest seekers of the truth, others seeking healing, others wanted evidence to use against him, and others wanted to know if he truly was the Son of God. Today a multitude of people follow Jesus and they all come for variety of reasons. In today’s visible church of Jesus Christ; we have the same characteristics of comers to the church: the wheat and tares; though there be many hypocrites in it, Jesus Christ rules in it as a King; and there will always be a remnant in it, that are the subjects and heirs of heaven, from whom, as the better part, it is denominated.
The tares are the children of the wicked one. Here is the character of sinners, hypocrites, and all profane and wicked people. They are the children of the devil, as a wicked one. Eph. 2:2; John. 8:44  The enemy that sowed the tares is the devil; a sworn enemy to Christ and all that is good, to the glory of the good God, and the comfort and happiness of all good men. The question for you my friends is what is your primary reason for following Jesus? Remember that the key to receiving every good thing from God is to seek the Kingdom of Heaven first (Matt. 6:31-33).  
11-21. Unclean spirits, i.e., “demons.” These demons knew about Jesus Christ and were aware of his divine Son-ship; nevertheless, they were not and cannot be saved, because believing that he is God’s Son, that alone does not guarantee salvation. People may and do profess faith in all doctrines of the Christian faith without being regenerated. You must also want to follow and obey him (James 2:17).  Jesus commanded the unclean spirit not to make him known, because he did not want them to reinforce a popular misconception that believing in God translates to salvation or that one is saved. The mind set here Paul warns, is not that they do not know the truth, but it is that when people reject God; next they make up their own ideas of what God should be and do; then they fall into sin: sexual sin, greed, hatred, envy, murder, fighting, lying, bitterness, gossip. Finally they grow to hate God and encourage others to do so. Is God responsible for this steady progression toward evil? No! Rather, when people reject him, he allows them to live as they choose. In other words, God gives them up to experience the consequences of their sin. However, once caught in the downward spiral, no one can pull himself or herself out (Rom. 1: 21-32). Therefore, salvation is not obtained by only confessing Jesus as the Son of God; you must keep his Word and do them as well. You must trust Jesus Christ alone to put you on the path of escape from living a life that leads to everlasting death to a life of righteousness that leads to everlasting life with Jesus in heaven (John 14:15-17, 21, 23, 24).
Jesus had many followers. The twelve who he chose were to become the apostles in the church after Pentecost. They were closest to him. From the beginning he knew that Judas Iscariot would betray him, and he was chosen in accord with the plan of God from who nothing is hidden. Judas probably would not have been the one to betray Jesus if his mindset had been right towards the gospel of Jesus Christ. Judas was later replaced by Mathias (Acts 1:26). Paul was also called by God to be an apostle. The disciples were not chosen because of their talent and ability, for no one of them stood out with unusual backgrounds and life experiences. You may have noticed from reading the gospels that their faith often faltered, but the one characteristic they all shared was their willingness to obey Jesus. Being a good disciple is simply a matter of following Jesus with a willing heart.
Jesus chose 12 disciples because the number 12 corresponds to the 12 tribes of Israel (Matt. 10:28), showing the continuity between the religion of the Israelites, and the new one based on Jesus message which repudiates all the infused corruptions by the Jewish Pharisaic traditions (Matt.15:3). Many people followed Jesus, but these twelve received the most intense training, and the impact of their training had in growing the early church we see in the New Testament after the Holy Spirit had come upon them.
And because of the great multitude that came to hear Jesus, He and his disciples could not even take time to eat. So his friends and relatives came to take him home thinking he had gone “over the edge” or that has become a religious fanatic.  As it was with Jesus, so it is with the hardworking believers, that sometimes even those who are closest to us are always slow to understand why we are persuaded to do what we do for the Kingdom of Heaven.
22-28. Beelzebub, a Greek word derived from the Philistine deity; the god of Ekron to whom Ahaziah spoke to after he had fallen from his upper room in Samaria and was sick. To this god he sent his messengers to inquire whether he shall recover of this disease. Ahaziah had learned nothing from the life of his father. Instead of consulting God, he turned to idols. God sent Elijah to insure why he had not sought the true God. The prophet pronounced judgment: Ahaziah will die, and dead he was shortly after (2 Kings 1:1-6).
Jesus was accused by the Pharisees of being a co-worker with Beelzebub in casting out demons from people (Matt. 12:27; Luke 11:15, 18, 19). In the New Testament the name Beelzebub comes from Aramaic form meaning “lord of the high house” or “lord of the temple.” The modern day temples of this pagan god are the Babylonian system worship places that are found almost everywhere. According to Albert Pike, “every Masonic Lodge is a temple of religion; and its teachings are instructions in religion” (4). Of course, the god of this religion, Pike says, “Yes Lucifer is god.” (5). In Jesus day the people believed that Beelzebub was the leader of the demons. Thus, it is simply another name for Satan, or Lucifer.
The Pharisees could not deny Jesus miracles and supernatural power. They refused to believe that his power was from God, however, because then they would have had to accept him as the Messiah. Their pride would not let them do that. So in an attempt to destroy Jesus’ popularity among the people, they accused him of having power from Satan. Jesus’ reply showed that their argument did not make sense, because Satan is not in the business of casting out itself from people’s lives.
29-35. Blaspheming the Holy Spirit is the unpardonable sin. Christians sometimes wonder if they have committed this sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. True Christians need not worry because this sin is attributing to the devil the work of the Holy Spirit. It consists in the consistent, conscious, deliberate, and malicious rejection of the Spirit’s witness to Jesus Christ’s deity and his power to save. In as much as only the Holy Spirit can convince and convert sinners, any final rejection of his witness and wooing makes it impossible for such a person to be saved.
What does it mean for one who has rejected the witness of the Holy Spirit, that it is impossible for that person to be saved? It means only one thing, all those who die without Jesus Christ, will spend eternity in hell. You may have heard all kinds of preachers teaching that God will never put anyone in hell, and that is absolutely right, because it is the sinner who chooses to go to hell by rejecting the salvation provided him or her in Jesus Christ.  But when these preachers say that God will not allow anyone who has rejected the Word of God to go to hell, they are misrepresenting the Word of God. Just as the Holy Spirit does not control believers in the sense of permeating our will, reason, and emotions, until we have recognize Him as the Person Who has been sent by the Father to sanctify our lives and trust Him to perform His Ministry in and through us (John 14: 16-17, 26; 15:26), so must the sinner at one’s own will call to Jesus and trust Him as the only one who can save him or her.
These preachers are wrong when they teach that sinners body and souls will be destroyed by fire, and that will be the end of them forever as God will not be that cruel to allow anyone who has chosen to go to hell,  to go there and be tormented forever. But what do the Scriptures teach about hell? The Scriptures teach four things about hell: (1) it is a prepared place with individually assigned cubicles by Satan for those who by choice disobeyed God (Matt. 25:41); (2) it is a place which endures forever (Matt. 25:46; Isa. 33:14; Rev. 20:10); (3) it is a place of suffering and gnashing of teeth (Mark 9:47-39); (4) it is a place of fire and sulphur (Rev. 14:10; 20:15); (5) the righteous shall live forever, but the unrighteous shall be damned (Dan. 12:1-3). Do not say you have not been told. If you are reading this message today, know that you have been served. However, if after being served with this notice and you chose to continue your life without Jesus Christ, be warned that your next stop might be the hell fire. For it is appointed to everyone of us once to die, but after this the judgment (Heb. 9:27, 28). My friends please repent of your sinful ways today and call to Jesus to save you before it is too late.
As Christians, we may claim as our brothers and sisters those who are related to us by the blood of Jesus Christ, through which we all are adopted into the family of God. Such people are closer to us than relatives and earthly family members who do not know the savior. Unfortunately, today most people who claim to be Christians would rather cling to their earthy family members than their brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. In doing so, they are disobeying the commandment of The Lord Jesus Christ: “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another” (John 3:34; 15:12, 17; 1Thess. 4:9; 1 Pet. 1:22; 1John 3:11, 23; 4:7,11,12;  2John 1:5).
God’s family is open and does not exclude anyone. Although Jesus cared for his mother and brothers and sisters, he also cared for all those who loved him. Jesus did not show partiality; he allowed everyone the privilege of obeying God and becoming part of his family. In our increasingly strange world today, warm relationships among members of God’s family take on major importance. The Church should give loving personalized care that many people find nowhere else.
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