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By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus Prays to His Father for His People
John Chapter 17

This entire chapter is Jesus prayer in which he appeared to be reporting to His Father what he found here on earth. From it, we learn that the world is a tremendous battleground where the forces under Satan’s power and those under God Almighty’s authority are at war. Satan and his forces are motivated by bitter hatred for Jesus Christ and his forces, that is, his people. 


This war between good and evil began after Genesis 1:26, when God Almighty created man in his image and gave him dominion over everything he created. This war was finally declared in Genesis 3:15; the offer for a compromise by Satan was rejected in Luke 4:5-8. Jesus prayed for his disciples, including those of us who follow him today. He prayed that God Almighty would keep his chosen believers safe from Satan’s power, making them pure and holy, uniting them through his truth.

These chapters of farewell discourse beginning from chapter 13 through 17 with a precedent in the formal and final addresses of Moses (Deuteronomy 29_34, of Jacob Genesis 49, and of Paul Acts 20:17-38, are brought to a fitting conclusion by Jesus Christ’s Prayer in this chapter of our study today. The whole chapter is one long prayer directed by Jesus to the Father, his own solemn expansion, one might say, of the simple “Our Father” he taught his disciples in Matthew 6 and in Luke 11. In Matthew 6:6-8 Jesus speaks about how to identify a heathen religion.

Here Jesus as our advocate is positioned between heavens and earth, between his Father and his disciples, Jesus prays for believers present and future.

1-9. Jesus speaks directly to his Father. The hour has come; the manifestation of the divine presence – glorification is the task. Eternal life will consist of recognizing this divine presence. If you ask, “How does one get eternal life?” Jesus tells us clearly here: it is by knowing God Almighty the Father himself through his Son, Jesus Christ. Eternal life requires entering into a personal relationship with God Almighty through Jesus Christ. This prayer of Jesus contrasts what Pope Francis preaches, that “It is a dangerous thing to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.” This same Pope had earlier said that ”The death of Jesus Christ on the Cross was a failure.” My friends, who are liars? (1 John 4:1-3, 15, 16; Matt. 24: 4, 5). We get into a relationship with Jesus Christ when we admit our sin and turn away from it. Jesus Christ’s love lives in his people by the Holy Spirit.

If you ask yet again as Linda Lane did, “How can I get the Holy Spirit?” Jesus says if you love me keep my commandments, that is, my words, and when you have convinced me that you love me, then will I ask the Father to give you the Holy Spirit (John 14:14-26). The Holy Spirit inside you is what makes you a child of God Almighty and His temple. Yes, God Almighty lives inside his children for their protection as explained by Paul in 1 Corinthians 6:9-20.

Before Jesus came to earth, he was one with God Almighty. Now that his mission on earth was almost finished, he was asking his Father to restore him to his original place of honor and authority. To know God Almighty in the Son whom he has sent is eternal life. Jesus has manifested that presence on earth, and will now return to that presence at the Father’s side.  He has finished the work given to him to perform (Hebrews 10:14-23). The true nature of God Almighty, which is love, is about to be manifested in Jesus’ self-sacrificing death. Jesus’ resurrection and ascension plus Stephens dying exclamation (Acts 7:56; Daniel 13:7) attest that Jesus did return to his exalted position at the right hand of God Almighty.

10-16. When Jesus said that he was glorified in his followers, he meant that God Almighty’s glory is the revelation of his character and presence. The lives of Jesus’ disciples reveal his character, and he is present to the world through them. My friends, does your life reveal Jesus character and presence or does it tarnish his name.

Jesus is asking that the disciples be united in harmony and love as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are united; that their sorrow be changed into the divine joy that the Son reflects from his Father, that they be guarded against the prince of this world, also known as Lucifer and Satan; that they be truly consecrated as is Jesus in complete dedication to God Almighty’s service, which will be a mission to the world.

Judas was the “son of perdition” who perished because he betrayed Jesus (Psalm 41:9; 69:25; 109:8). He was given the same opportunity we have been given today, but he chose the path of death and destruction.

Joy is a common theme in Jesus Christ’s teachings; he wants us to be joyful. The key to immeasurable joy is living in close contact with him, the source of all joy. When we do, we will experience God Almighty’s special care and protection, and see the victory God Almighty brings even when defeat seems certain.

14-16. People in the world cannot help themselves from hating Christians because Christians’ values differ from the world’s. Since Jesus Christ’s followers do not cooperate with the world by joining in their sin, they are living accusations against the world’s immorality. The world follows Satan’s agenda, and Satan is the avowed enemy of Jesus Christ and his people. The world is the center of disbelief, hatred and unloving, the contrast and contradiction to what Christian living should be. Judas is an example of one to whom all was offered and rejected, one who experienced light and life but left it for darkness and death. 

17-19. A true Christian becomes sanctified – set apart for sacred use; he or she is cleansed and made holy through believing in the Son of God Almighty and obeying the Word of God Almighty (Hebrews 4:12; John 15:3). He or she has already accepted forgiveness through Jesus Christ’s sacrificial death (Hebrews 7:26, 27). Again, daily application of God Almighty’s Word has a purifying effect on the Christians’ minds and hearts. Scripture points out sin, motivates us to confess, renew our relationship with Jesus Christ, and guides us back to the right path.

Jesus did not ask God Almighty to take believers out of the world but instead to use them in the world. Because Jesus sends us into the world, we should not try to escape from the world or avoid all communications with non-Christians. We are called to be salt and light, and we are to do the work God Almighty sent us to do (Matthew 5:13-16; Daniel 12:3).

Jesus prays for the future disciples for one central gift, that is, unity; “That they may all be one as you, father, are in me and I in you, that they also may be one, as we are one. I in them and you in me, that they may be brought to perfection as one.”It will be only through this evidence of loving unity in truth that the mission to the world can be effective; for only if the loving union of disciples is apparent can the world believe, can the world know that the Father has sent Jesus Christ and that the Father’s love can be found in the disciples as it can be found in Jesus Christ himself. Where this loving unity of disciples is found, there too will be found the company of Jesus Christ, the divine presence, the power of the divine name, and the living love of both Father and Son Jesus Christ.

Jesus prays for all who would follow him, including you and others you know. He prays for oneness, protection from evil, and sanctity. Knowing that Jesus Christ prays for us should give us confidence as we work for his Kingdom.

Jesus’ great desire for his disciples is that they become one in His truth. He wanted them unified as a powerful witness to the reality of God Almighty’s love and truth. My friends, are you helping to unify the body of Jesus Christ, the Congregation of Jesus Christ? You can pray for other Christians, avoid gossip, build others up, work together in humility, give your time and money, lift up Jesus Christ, and refuse to get side-tracked arguing over divisive matters. Christians can know unity among themselves if they are living in union with God Almighty. For example, each branch living in union with the vine is united with all other branches doing the same.

The vine: John 15:1-10. Jesus is the vine, and God Almighty is the husbandman who cares for the branches to make them fruitful. The branches are all who claim to be followers of Jesus Christ. The fruitful branches are true believers who by their living union with Jesus Christ produce much fruit. But those who become unproductive, that is, those who turn back from following Jesus Christ in truth and in Spirit after making a superficial commitment will be separated from the vine. In other words, unproductive followers are as good as dead and will be cut off and cast in the oven (Hebrews 9:27, 28).

How does one become an unproductive follower of Jesus Christ? Paul explained it to the Christians in Galatia: (Galatians 5:19-26). Whatever evil desires we may have, we cannot ignore them. In order for us to follow the Holy Spirit’s guidance, we must deal with them decisively and crucify them. Those who ignore such sins or refuse to deal with them reveal that they have not received the gift of faith in Jesus Christ leading to a transformed life. As Christians, it is very important to avoid evil pleasures, but we must go even further. Paul instructs us to rebuke and expose them, for often our silence is interpreted as approval. God Almighty needs people who take a stand for what is right. Christians must lovingly speak out for what is true and right (Ephesians 5:11).
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