Sabbath Day Sermon of May 31st, 2014
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop
If We Trust In God, What Should Be Our Conduct As a Nation?
In order for us as a nation to maintain fellowship with the LORD God Almighty, we as a people must live up to our claim to trust in God. To do this we must honor Him on the Sabbath, observe total abstinence from work excepting work of mercy, that is, work of necessity, and refrain from any idolatry or superstition. Since human life is sacred, no human sacrifice or by any form of abortion should be made. The blood of animal is not to be eaten. Intermarriage with unbelievers and or sexual relations with close relatives should be forbidden. The abominable act of fornication and adultery should be forbidden. Rules restricting diet should be set forth, and requirements of sanitation established. Honesty in business relations and mercy to the aged and afflicted should be required. Matters and which would now be commonplace should have been taught, in the infancy of the nation and “Now”, “precepts upon precept; line upon line.” Our nation then should have been consecrated to God Almighty, and would regulate life and conduct by the idea furnished in His law.
If you are wondering whether it is possible for a people to trust in God or God’s chosen, when at the same time the people would not keep His precepts? Well, the law of God is quite clear on what our conducts should be as a nation if we really trust in Him or claim to be His chosen people, and expect him to bless and protect us from our enemies. However, should we choose to disobey Him and do our own things individually or as a nation, the consequences that would follow, should rather be imagined than expressed. Deuteronomy chapter 28 explains thoroughly what would follow both at individual level and as a nation. The covenant community in the Bible was charged to keep certain laws of ceremonial cleanness, that might be a “difference” between holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean (Leviticus 10:10). If I may ask, is there anything our nations is not doing today to deliberately provoke and to bring upon herself the wrath of the Almighty God? My friends think it over and you be the judge. Because very soon our sins are going to find us out. When it does, God will not hear us. But we, individually and collectively as a nation do have the opportunity to repent today, and God will save us if we do. 
As the day of the Feast of Pentecost approaches, we would in today’s sermon be exploring one of God’s precepts for all nations to observe, His calendar of Holy Days also known as the FEASTS of the LORD. Please note that these holy days existed in the law of God from creation before the nation of Israel was born; so it was not their custom as some would say, but it was given to them at Mount Sinai to keep, and to share them with all the nations who seemed to have lost sight of their creator and his law. God in order to remind us of his entire plan to redeem us from our predicament of everlasting death we all face as sinners if we do not repent, he established a calendar of holy days, or rehearsals symbolizing his plan of redemption for all who would accept his offering of His Son Jesus Christ.
At each season of the year, special rehearsals or Holy days were set up. The weekly observance of the Sabbath was first in importance (Genesis 2:2, 3), but seven annual holy seasons or Feasts were provided. In the spring, emblematic of a new life, there were four feasts. On the fourteenth day of the first month of the year the Passover Feast was held, reminding the people of their deliverance from Egypt, and looking forward to “Jesus Christ our Passover” (1 Corinthians 5:7). For the Christian the observance of this ceremony should remind the person of when he or she was delivered from the enclave of their sinfulness and have been given a new life in Jesus Christ. 
Next was the Feast of Unleaven Bread, just one day after the Passover, symbolizing a holy walk with the Redeemer. By restraining ourselves from eating leaven, which symbolizes sin, we learn to avoid committing sin or when tempted.  The Festival of First-fruits was to begin after the people had entered the Promised Land and had reaped their first harvest. A sheaf of the firstfruits waved “before the Lord” is believed to be a symbol of Resurrection. At Pentecost, called also the Feast of Weeks, just 50 days later, the wave loaves were baked with leaven, symbolic of the human tendency toward sin. In the New Testament, Pentecost was the birthday of the Church, and symbolic of our entry into the Promises of God as his children (John 1:12; Hebrews 10:19; 1 John 4:17).
There are three days in the autumn season. The Feast of Trumpets, on the first day of the seventh month; the silver trumpets were used to coordinate the tribes as they moved through the wilderness as they traveled to the Promised Land. To keep so many people in right formations required clear communication and control. Today the trumpet blast is symbolic of the true Gospel of Jesus Christ. Trumpets blasts also reminded Israel of God’s protection.  The Day of Atonement followed on the tenth of the same month. As Christians, we received our atonement through our Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 5:11). The Feast of Tabernacle, also known as the Feast of Ingathering, was to be the crowning event of the year, a great homecoming time with all its joys of family reunion and the harvest-home celebration. In one night, hundreds of booths were built from the branches of trees for temporary shelter near the Tabernacle of God. Commemorating their long pilgrimage, the people of Israel dwelt in their “Tabernacles” for seven days. Unfortunately, many nations including America have been deceived into observing Satan’s holidays instead of the holy days instituted by God. Many of these nations today celebrate the occult holidays such as Christmas, Easter, etc.; to read more on these Satan’s holidays, click on the link below or copy and paste it on your web browser:
http://www.bibliotecapleyades.net/cienciareal/cienciareal20.htm
Some would read through this message and would be tempted to ask why should Christians and non-Israelite nations observe these Feasts. Well from the Scriptures we read of who should celebrate these Feasts of the Lord: “All the congregation of Israel must keep it.”  All that share in God’s mercies should join in thankful praises for them. Well, do you share or benefit in God’s mercies? If you answered yes, then you should celebrate the Lord’s Feasts. Though it was observed in families apart, yet it is looked upon as the act of the whole congregation; for the smaller communities constituted the greater. The New-Testament Passover, the Lord’s Supper, ought not to be neglected by any who are capable of celebrating it. He or she is unworthy the name of an Israelite that can contentedly neglect the commemoration of so great a deliverance.  No stranger that was uncircumcised or not born again might be admitted to eat of it. None might sit at the table but those that came in by the door; nor may any now approach to the improving ordinance of the Lord’s Supper who have not first received the Holy Spirit, or born by the Spirit (John 3:3; 14:15). 
We must be born again by the Word before we can be nourished by it. Nor shall any partake of the benefit of Jesus Christ’s sacrifice, or feast upon it, who are not first circumcised in heart, (Colossians 2:11; John 3:5-8).  “For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.27 Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood[d] of the Lord. 28 But let a man or woman examine himself or herself, and so let him or her eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For he or she who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner[e] eats and drinks judgment to himself or herself, not discerning the Lord’s[f] body. 30 For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep. 31 For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world” (1 Corinthians 11:30-32).
Keeping the covenant has never been the means by which God’s people earn a righteous standing in His eyes. Instead, it demonstrates the delight they have in belonging to Him and their consent to His ownership of them by faith in His goodness and promises; faith and obedience are the only ways those who have been marked to belong to God can enjoy the full benefits that come with belonging to Him (Romans 4). Circumcision, as the mark of the old covenant, never guaranteed that the Israelites would rejoice by faith in God’s special ownership of them, but the sign pointed to their need for their hearts to be set apart to love and obey Him (Deuteronomy 10:12–22).
Any stranger that was circumcised might be welcome to eat of the Passover, even servants. If, by circumcision, they would make themselves debtors to the law in its burdens, they were welcome to share in the joy of its solemn feasts, and not otherwise. Only it is intimated that those who were masters of families must not only be circumcised themselves, but have all their males circumcised too. If in sincerity, and with that zeal which the thing required and deserves, we give up ourselves to God, we shall, with ourselves, give up all we have to him, and do our utmost that all ours may be his too. Here we find an early indication of God’s favor to the Gentiles, that the stranger, if circumcised, stands upon the same level with the home-born Israelite. One law for both (Exodus 12:49). This was mortification to the Israelites, and taught them that it was their dedication to God, not their descent from Abraham, that entitled them to their privileges. A sincere proselyte was as welcome to the Passover as a native Israelite, (Exodus 12:48-50; Deuteronomy 16:16; Isaiah 56:6, 7). “For God is not a respecter of persons, and shows no partiality, but in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him” (Acts 10:34, 35). For God from one man made every nation, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times and set for them and the exact places where they should live. God did this so that all people would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. For in him we live and move and have our being (Acts 17:26-28).
Who therefore, should celebrate the Feasts of the Lord? The Lord God Almighty commands as follows: “And thou shalt rejoice before the LORD thy God, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy manservant, and thy maidservant, and the Levite that is within thy gates, and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, that are among you, in the place which the LORD thy God hath chosen to place his name there” (Deuteronomy 16:11).
Moses carefully reminds the men of Israel that they are to come to the holy place three times a year, all males are to appear before the Lord in a place he would designate for worship. It is mandatory for all males of nations to appear before the Lord on these three holy days in a year, but not for the women. Women are excused if they cannot attend, especially if they are having their periods or nursing a baby. For this reason it could not be mandatory for them to appear with their husbands three times in a year. At these rehearsals or Holy days, each participant was encouraged to give what he could in proportion to what God had given him and his family. God does not expect us to give more than we can, but we are blessed when we are able to give cheerfully. 
Israel was charged to do justice to all. We are to “adhere to the principles of justice, act by the rules of justice, imitate the patterns of justice, and pursue with resolution that which appears to be just.” The magistrates are to do right to all and guide the tribes, districts, and cities with justice and do wrong to none. The modern term “social justice” which is prevalent in our courts today is a misnomer; because it has an inherent injustice in its meaning.  Thus it is wrong for governments or magistrates to take what belongs to someone in order to give it to a less fortunate person. Therefore, the notion of the redistribution of wealth is an assault on the principle of justice. Unfortunately, Israel failed to complete the task of choosing God fearing leaders who would guide the tribes, districts, and cities with justice and God’s wisdom. Because Israel did not appoint wise judges and faithful administrators, rebellion and injustice plagued their communities.  America is yet to learn that it is a serious responsibility to appoint or elect wise and just officials. In recent years, America has learned that failing to choose God fearing leaders who uphold justice can lead to much trouble down the road, as Israel had to discover.
Some things are wrong in themselves; others are inexpedient and may lead to sin. The pagan people had groves of trees where images were set up where they sacrificed their children to the devils. Israel is forbidden to plant a grove or even a single tree near God’s altar. It might cause the Israelites to sin. The Bohemian Club is one of such places in America where our leaders chosen in our own folly, go to worship images and statues and perform their so called cremation of care, that is, sacrificing to Molech under the pretext that they are for the worship of God (Leviticus 18:21). We are warned here that no image, no statue, and no pillar is to be erected with the pretense that it is for the worship of the true God Almighty. God is spirit and must be worshipped as such (Exodus 20:3,4; John 4:23).
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