Sabbath Day Sermon of May 30, 2020
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Union In Jesus Christ Is Our Strength
Acts 4 [:23 - 32]
“And when they had prayed, they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spoke the Word of God Almighty with boldness. And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and one soul” (Acts 4:31, 32). Therefore, speaking the Word of God Almighty with boldness is one of the signs that one has received the Holy Spirit.
Here we learn that the power of union makes us see everything in nature. To illustrate the power of the union in prayer, let’s consider how feeble a drop of rain is as it falls. But when the many drops are united in one stream, and thus become one body, we realize how speedily the power is irresistible. Such is the power of the true union in prayer. ‘They looked unto Him,” “they flowed unto Him,” or “they rushed unto Him like a stream of water.” Such was the prayer in the upper room. And such can our prayer be if we unite all our minds in pleading the promise of the Father. And when the world “comes in like a flood,” it can be overcome in the power of united prayer (Psalm 34:5).
For example, Natal is a region in South Africa where due to the many mountains, the streams often flow down with great force. For this reason, the Zulu people who live there are accustomed to joining hands when they wish to pass through a stream. The leader would have a strong stick in the right hand and would give his left hand to some strong man who comes behind him. And so they form a chain of twelve or twenty and help each other to stem and cross the current. Let us believe that when in Spirit God Almighty’s people each reaches out their hands to each other, there will be the power to resist the terrible influence that the world can exert. And in that unity God Almighty’s children, when they have overcome the power of the world and the flesh, will have the power to prevail with God Almighty.
It was in the upper room that they abode the ten days until they had truly become one heart and one soul. When the spirit of God Almighty descended, He not only filled each individual but took possession of the whole company as the Body of Jesus Christ (Acts 1:13-14; 2:1-4).

As true Christians, we must believe that in this twenty-first century that the prayer of our Lord Jesus is still being offered: “Father, that they may be one as We are one.” It is the fellowship of loving and believing prayer that our hearts can be melted into one and that we shall become strong in faith to believe and to accept what God Almighty has promised us.

“Whatever ye shall ask in My Name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son” (John 14:13). How wonderful the link between our prayers and Jesus Christ’s are glorifying the Father in heaven. Much prayer on earth far as we are concerned, gives little glory to the Father. What an incentive to many prayers, to unceasing intercession. Our prayer is indispensable to the glorifying of the Father.
So deep was the desire of Jesus Christ in the last night that His disciples should learn to believe in the power of His Name, and to avail themselves of His promise of a sure and abundant answer, that we find the promise repeated seven times over. He knew how slow we are to believe in the wonderful promise of an answer to prayer in His name. He longs to rouse a large and confident faith and to look upon intercession as the most certain and most blessed way of bringing glory to God Almighty, a joy to our souls, and blessing to the perishing world around us.

In Jesus’ day the traditional view, and still is among many Jews that the Messiah would be an earthly conqueror who would free Israel from Rome. But the Kingdom Jesus spoke about was the first spiritual Kingdom established in the hearts and lives of believers in Jesus (Luke 17:21). God Almighty’s power dwells in believers in Jesus Christ in the person of the Holy Spirit. So like other Jews, the disciples chafed under their Roman rulers. Now let it not surprise you why that in Jesus’ day it was Rome that was the ruler of the world, and today it is Rome that rules the world as prophesied in the Bible (Daniel 2:40-44; 7:25; Revelation 13:1-18; 17-18). In Jesus’ day, his disciples wanted Him to free Israel from the Roman power and then become their King. Jesus replied that God Almighty the Father sets the timetable for all events worldwide, national, and personal (Acts 1:6-8). If you want changes in your life that God Almighty hasn’t yet made, don’t become impatient. Instead, position yourself by faith to receive the answer to your prayer while trusting in his timetable.
Jesus promised his disciples and us that they would receive power to witness after we received the Holy Spirit. The progression is in this order: (1) We would receive the Holy Spirit, (2) He would give us power, and (3) we would witness with extraordinary results. Unfortunately, we often reverse the order and witness it by our human power and authority. But witnessing is not showing what we can do for God Almighty, rather it is showing and telling what God Almighty has done for us.
And if for any reason the thought comes to you that such prayer is not easy of attainment, then know that you only need to remember what God Almighty told them and us: “That it’s when the Holy Spirit comes that we would have power thus to pray.” It is to draw us on to yield ourselves fully to the control of the blessed Spirit that He holds out to us the precious promise. ”Ask and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.” As we believe in the power of the Holy Spirit working in us in full measure, intercession will become to us the joy and the strength of all our service. 
My friends, whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.” Paul wrote this to remind us how in daily life everything is to bear the signature of the name of Jesus Christ (Colossians3:17). It is as we learn to do this, that we shall have the confidence to say to the Father that as we live in the Name of Jesus before men that we’ll come to Him with the full confidence that our prayer in Jesus Christ’s name will be answered. Life in our relationships with people is to be one with life in our relationship with God Almighty. It is when the name of Jesus rules all in our life that it will give power to our prayer too.

Thus, letting Jesus Christ’s word dwell in us richly, teaching with all wisdom according to apostolic understanding, admonishing one another, worshipping and singing to God Almighty from the heart in gratitude, doing everything in word and deed in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Seen in this light, thanksgiving to God Almighty the Father through Jesus Christ becomes a whole way of life. The Christian life is thanksgiving.

23-32. In these verses, we read that the Christian community celebrated thanking God Almighty for Peter and John’s victory, as Moses and the Israelites did after escaping from Pharaoh at the Red Sea (Exodus 15). Their prayer celebrated the fulfillment of Psalm 2:1-2 which predicted that kings and rulers, Jews, and Gentiles would be helpless against the Lord God Almighty and His anointed Messiah. So king Herod and the Jews, and the ruler Pilate with his Gentile Romans were unable to stop Jesus Christ the Messiah, even though they killed Him. But in fighting God Almighty they fulfilled what God Almighty had planned all along; to use the death and resurrection of His Son to save both the Jew and the Gentile; found guilty for crimes against God Almighty, but declared not guilty because God Almighty raised His Son from the dead, and there is no evidence to convict the guilty ones (John 3:16). 
People often think they will be free if they can get away from God Almighty. Yet we inevitably serve somebody or something, whether a human king, an organization or even our selfish desires. Just as a fish is not free when it leaves the water and a tree is not free when it leaves the soil, we are not free when we leave the Lord God Almighty. We can find one sure route to freedom by wholeheartedly serving God Almighty the Creator. He can set you free to be who He created you to be for Himself.
Today the kings, and the leaders of the world’s fake religions led by Rome, as it was in Jesus’ day, are conspiring again against God Almighty, and what does God Almighty do? He laughs at their stupidity and of their confused thought about power. Just as in the death of His Son, He is allowing them to get together, so they can later on destroy each other because theirs is a “Dog eat dog” system, and their father Satan eats his children (Revelation 17:17).
God Almighty’s even in His Messiah’s death and resurrection should reassure the Christian community as we are faced with new threats from the New World Order and its fake demonic religion. In verse 24, we noticed how the believers in Jesus prayed. First, they praised God Almighty; then they told God Almighty their specific problem and asked for his help. They did not ask God Almighty to remove the problem, but to help them deal with it. This is a model for us to follow when we pray. We may ask God Almighty to remove our problems, and He may choose to do so.  But we must recognize that often he will leave a problem in place but give us the strength and courage to deal with it.
Boldness is not reckless impulsiveness. Boldness requires courage to press on through our fears and do what we know is right. How can we be bolder? Like the disciples, we need to pray with others for that courage. To gain boldness, you can do the following: (1) pray for the power of the Holy Spirit to give you courage, (2) look for opportunities in your family and neighborhood to talk about Jesus Christ, (3) realize that rejection, social discomfort, and embarrassment are not necessarily persecution, and (4) start where you are by being bolder in small ways. Now, remember that whenever a view is imposed that is unbiblical around you, that calls for you to boldly and verbally oppose and reject such views. You see, Satan expects you to choose to mind your business and say nothing about it. Because according to Satan’s law of proximity, he knows that the moment you do not oppose any such unbiblical views, you have participated in doubting the Word of God Almighty imposed by an unbeliever.
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