Sabbath Day Sermon of May 25, 2019
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Covenant of God Almighty
Deuteronomy Chapter 27:15-28 [KJV]
In this passage, we learn that true Christians are people of God Almighty who have entered into a covenant with God Almighty when we said yes to His offer of Salvation through Jesus Christ.  Therefore, to the one who has become a Christian, he or she is required to start obeying God Almighty’s commands as taught by Jesus Christ. 

Since as Christians, we have decided to believe in God Almighty, we must also decide to follow his ways.  The way we do everything we do show what we really believe. My friends, you ought to examine yourself and ask if people can tell that you are a member of God Almighty’s family and that you have been born again.

Like the rest of the chapter, the verses reflect some sort of a ceremonial act of faith connected with the renewal of the covenant between God Almighty and his people. The taking of these oaths is probably meant to demonstrate as it applies to the Christian’s free acceptance of the consequences flowing from the relationship established with God Almighty through Jesus Christ, and the promise of eternal life for those that shall endure to the end (Matthew 24:9-14).

These oaths in verses 14 through 26 provide a summary list of actions that are incompatible with Christians’ status as the people of God Almighty. This list is certainly not exhaustive, it simply serves to remind the Christian community that obedience to the commands of God Almighty as taught by Jesus Christ and the first apostles is to characterize the life of his people.

In Israel’s case, the people’s response to each curse indicates their understanding and acceptance of the consequences that come to the disobedient, as it applies to the Christian community as well. To the Christian, these curses are spoken through the sermons delivered to the Congregation during worship almost on a regular basis and the oaths affirmed by the members of the body of Christ, by which the Christian community promise to stay away from wrong actions by saying “Amen.”

By saying Amen, or “So be it,” each member of the Congregation takes responsibility to their actions. Sometimes looking at a list of curses like this gives some the wrong idea that God Almighty has a temper and is out to crush anyone who steps out of line. But we need to see these restrictions not as threats, but as loving warnings about the plain facts of life. Just as we warn children to stay away from fires, and from busy roadways. God Almighty warns us to stay away from dangerous actions. The last curse is all-inclusive. It brings under God Almighty’s curse the apathy and inactivity of those who know what the law or righteousness requires but make no effort to obey.

The natural law of God Almighty’s universe makes it clear that wrongdoing toward others or God Almighty has tragic consequences. God Almighty is merciful enough to tell us the truth plainly. Motivated by love and not anger, his strong words do help us avoid the serious consequences that result from neglecting God Almighty or wronging others. 

But God Almighty does not leave us with only curses or consequences, because immediately following these curses, we discover in the next chapter, the great blessings or positive consequences that come from living for God Almighty (28:1-14). These give us extra incentive to obey God Almighty’s laws. While all these blessings may not come in our lifetime on earth, those who obey God Almighty will experience the fullness of his blessing when he establishes the new heavens and the new earth for His children.

15-28. If you ask, “What are these oaths, that is, our part of the covenant we must keep if we are to remain Christians; the meaning of these curses and the consequences?” The curses warn as follows: that those are here cursed, not only that worship images, but that makes them, hang around them or keep them, if they are such or like such as idolaters use in the service of their demon gods, for example,  the worship of Mary and the dead saints. 
Whether it is a graven image or a molten image, it comes all to one, it is an abomination to the Lord, even though it is not set up in public, but in a secret place,—though one claims not to worship it, nor is it said to be designed for worship, but reserved there with respect and a constant temptation because of how it is valued. He or she that does this may perhaps escape punishment from people, but he or she cannot escape the curse of God Almighty.

16, 17. Against the fifth commandment. The contempt of parents is a sin so heinous that it is placed next to the contempt of God Almighty himself. If a person abuses his parents, either in word or deed, he or she falls under the sentence of the magistrate and must be put to death (Exodus 21:15, 17). But to set light by them in his or her heart was a thing which the magistrate could not take cognizance, and therefore it is here laid under the curse of God Almighty, who knows the heart. Those are cursed children that carry themselves scornfully and insolently towards their parents.


Against the eighth commandment. The curse of God Almighty is here fastened, upon an unjust neighbor that removes the land-marks (Deuteronomy 19:14). Upon an unjust counselor, who, when his advice is asked, maliciously directs his or her friend to that which he or she knows will be to his or her prejudice, which is making the blind to wander out of the right way, under the pretense of directing him or her in the right way. There is nothing that can be either more barbarous or more treacherous. 

Those that seduce others from the way of God Almighty’s commandments, and entice them to sin, bring this curse upon themselves, which our Savior Jesus Christ has explained in Matthew 15:1-14.  The blind lead the blind, and both shall fall into the ditch. 

Upon an unjust judge, that perverts the judgment of the stranger, fatherless, and widow, whom he should protect and vindicate. These are supposed to be poor and friendless, nothing to be gained by showing them kindness, nor anything lost by disobliging them. Therefore, judges may be tempted to side with their adversaries or the rich and famous against right and equity; then cursed are such judges.

Against the seventh commandment. Incest is a cursed sin, with a sister, a father’s wife, mother or a mother-in-law. These crimes not only exposes a person to the sword of the magistrate (Leviticus 20:11 ) but, which is more dreadful, to the wrath of God Almighty; bestiality likewise is cursed (Deuteronomy 21.5; Leviticus 18; 20; Romans 1:18-32).  

Against the sixth commandment. Two of the worst kinds of murder are here specified: Murder unseen, when a man does not openly declare himself or herself to the neighbor as a fair adversary, giving him or her an opportunity to defend himself or herself. But smites him or her secretly, as by poison or otherwise, when the neighbor cannot know who is hurting him or her (Psalm 10:8, 9). Though such secret murders may go undiscovered and unpunished, yet the curse of God Almighty will follow them.  

To avoid this curse from following them, the New World Order in their evil goals to depopulate the earth by killing off couple of billions of people, warns everyone in their movies, openly declaring themselves as your enemy, and showing you what they plan to do to you, thereby giving you an opportunity to defend yourself or allow them to kill you with the death they are offering through all that is cursed in this passage. 
My friends, it shouldn’t surprise you too much if you are finding out for the first time, that people are really doing all these abominable things. God Almighty is warning His children to stay away from partaking in these evil ordinances that are condoned in many nations today in secret and in public (Leviticus  18:1-3).


Murder under color of law, which is the greatest affront to God Almighty, for it makes an ordinance of his to patronize the worst of villains, and the greatest wrong to a neighbor, for it ruins his or her honor as well as his life: cursed therefore is he or she that will be hired, or bribed, to accuse, or to convict, or to condemn, and so to slay, an innocent person (Psalm 15:5).  

The solemnity concludes with a general curse upon him or her that does not confirm, or, as it might be read, that does not perform, all the words of this law to do them. By our obedience to the law we set our seal to it, and so confirm it, as by our disobedience we do what lies in us to disannul it (Psalm 119:126). The apostle Paul, following all the ancient Scriptures, reads it, “Cursed is every one that continues not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them” (Galatians 3:10). Lest those who are guilty of other sins, not mentioned in this condemnation as being under the curse, should think themselves safe from the curses. 

28. This last curse reaches all; not only those who do the evil which the law forbids but those also who omit the good which the law requires: to this we must all say Amen. Ourselves belonging under the curse, justly to have deserved it, and that we must certainly have perished forever under it, if Jesus Christ had not redeemed us from the curse of the law, by being made a curse for us (Galatians 3:13-16).

In this study, the wicked have been warned from his or her wicked ways, to save his or her life. To the righteous be warned that when you turn from doing righteously and die in it, all the righteousness you had done before you turned away from doing righteously will not be remembered on the Judgment Day of the Lord God Almighty (Ezekiel 3:17-21).
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