Sabbath Day Sermon of May 23, 2015.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

How Explosive is the Power of Pentecost?
Acts Chapter 12.
The promise of the Father was “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." (Acts 1:8). These were Jesus’ last words to them, before he was taken up to heaven. In other words the Holy Spirit is the authorization or the certification they needed, if you like, for them to practice their profession as ambassadors of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Just as a nation’s ambassador is endowed with the authority of his or her nation, so are they and Christians today are endowed with the authority of the Almighty God as the ambassadors of the Kingdom of God and his Son Jesus Christ.

The power of the Pentecost is an explosive element that is stronger than anything the world would ever know. The Greek word that conveys the meaning of explosive power is the word dunamis, or "dynamite." We believe that “Dunamis” is the word that Jesus used when He told His disciples, "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth" (Acts 1:8). In other words, "You shall receive explosive, dynamite power; and you will be like a dynamo [a forceful energetic individual who is spiritually awake at all times] when the Holy Spirit has come upon you." This was the fifth statement of the Great Commission. It is also found in Matthew 28:18-20; March 16:15; Luke 24:48-49; and John 20:21. The mission of the Congregation of Jesus Christ is to preach the Gospel to every creature. When this is completed, Jesus Christ will return the second time in power and great glory.
We have the evidence how this power transformed the first-century believers. Prior to Pentecost, Simon Peter couldn't stand up for his faith when strangers asked him if he was a follower of Jesus. In fact he denied Jesus three times, but after the power of the Holy Spirit was poured out on Pentecost, without blinking for a moment, Peter stood up and boldly preached the gospel, resulting in 3,000 people being saved.

We have another example of this power in that after Saul of Tarsus became a believer on the Damascus Road, God led Ananias to go and pray for him. He was then filled with the Holy Spirit, and from that moment on, he went out and proclaimed Jesus Christ in the synagogues.

This power is for a purpose. It is no power to be crazy or power to do weird things. It is power to be a witness, power to have the courage to tell someone about Jesus Christ, power to tell people about what Jesus has done for you. This is power that cannot be silent or silenced from propagating the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This power is self regenerating and its evidence can be seen in the one who has received Him. 
10-12. The power of the Pentecost was so explosive and the number of people who believed in Jesus grew so rapidly that when Herod Agrippa 1 was made ruler over Galilee and Pera and later Emperor Claudius extended his kingdom to include Judaea and Sameria, he killed James the brother of John the sons of Zebedee. When he saw that the beheading of James made his people happy, he stretch out his hands to arrest Peter, but the angel of God released Peter from prison and delivered him from the hands of Herod .  
Skeptics who have trouble with miracles supposed that Peter was delivered by human hand. The Scripture, however, says plainly that the iron gate leading to the city opened of itself. It was not unlocked by human hand. This was surely a miraculous act. For those who enjoy scorning, questioning and doubting the Word of God, a day is coming when you will no longer be able to lie; for every tongue will confess The Lord Jesus Christ.
13-22. What a strange scene this is. Rhoda responds to Peter, who knocks at the door of the gate. She recognizes the apostle’s voice but refuses to open the door. Instead, she ran to tell the others who are praying for Peter. The brethren now refuse to believe that their prayers have been answered; they tell Rhoda that she is mad. They prefer to believe that he is dead and that an angel is making use of his name, probably to comfort them. Just as most Christians today are, the brethren went to great lengths to do everything except believe that God had affirmatively answered their prayers. “Sometimes that which we most earnestly wish for we are most backward to believe. In times of public danger all believers have God for their hiding place, which is such a secret, that there the ignorant world cannot find them. Such strength that the impotent world cannot reach them.

23-25. In the war of the Judaens by Josephus we read of a story about Agrippa and an owl. Earlier in his life, when Tiberius had imprisoned him, he saw an owl in a tree. A fellow prisoner told him it was a good sign and that he would be freed shortly. He also said that if Herod Agrippa saw the owl again, he would have only five days to live. When the angel of God smote Herod Agrippa, he lived five days while the maggots were eating him from inside before dying.
The more the Congregation of Jesus was persecuted the more it grew by God’s singular grace. We know that Israel in Egypt grew greatly during their oppression under Pharaoh. Here the death of James, which all knew about, multiplied the number of believers. So shall it be at the time of the end before Jesus returns.
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