Sabbath Day Sermon of May 21, 2016.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Fruitless Search for a Righteous Man
Jeremiah Chapter 5

In this chapter God commands Jeremiah the prophet to search the streets of Jerusalem for a righteous man on whom he may bestow his favor. God is willing to suspend his judgment and recall his edict to destroy Jerusalem just as he is about to allow America to be destroyed for her idolatry. God will not destroy Jerusalem if one man can be found in the streets of the city that does right. God would have delivered Sodom had there been but ten righteous men found in its confines (Genesis 18:32). So he would delivered Jerusalem if there were a few people whose hearts were right.  God told Jeremiah there might not be one fair and honest person in the entire city of Jerusalem. The melancholy answer is that there are none who could be found. Judah therefore was doomed. 

If you are not quite convinced why God and his people believe America is overdue for judgment, take a pen and paper and write down all the things you know goes on today in America, and compare them with what God says we should not do in his Word the Bible. Again, if you are one of those who do not believe in God or the Bible, you must know that the person who wants you to believe there is no God or that the Bible is not true, his name is Satan also known as Lucifer. Again, if you have been taught to believe Satan does not exist, ask yourself this question, if Satan does not exist, why then was he enthroned recently in the Vatican on the national television by Pope Francis? If you do not believe there is God, Satan believes and he is terrified of him and his Son Jesus Christ (James 2:19).
As Christians, we know that nothing but truth is acceptable to God. When we pray, sing praise, speak, or serve, nothing closes the door of God’s acceptance than hypocrisy, lying, or pretense. God sees through us and refuses to listen. To be close to God you must be honest with him and with others. Here we find that even those who knew God’s laws and understood his words of judgment had rejected him. Do we have self proclaimed ministers of the Gospel today in America who preach for their belly? Watch the Sunday morning television and listen to America’s false prophets and preachers talk about prosperity.  In the case of Israel and Judah, their teachers were supposed to teach and guide the people but instead they led them into sin. Is it not the same thing that is happening today in America? Jeremiah observed the poor and the ignorant; those who were uninformed of God’s way, and realized they were not learning God’s laws from their teachers. Is it not for the same reason this generation of Americans do not believe in God. Many in this generation believe in anything goes for God is dead. Thus God’s search in Jerusalem was complete. There were no true followers of God in any level of society. Is God search complete in America? Let’s find out.
 Will God find one man who is fair and does right in America to bestow his favor that America be not destroyed, or will the blight continue until we are consumed. In Judah God held the parents responsible for the sins of their children because the children had followed their parents examples. The sin of leading others, especially our children, astray by our example is one for which God will hold us accountable. Lately American parents have not done a good job with their children, hence the abominations. America has already lost two generations of her children to Lucifer also known as Satan who is the father of lies, idolatry and sexual immorality. Today we have depraved teachers preying on our children in the public schools. It is no longer about education it is all about making the boys and the girls share one bathroom, so they can watch each other go to bathroom. The female teachers are raping young boys while the male teachers are doing the same to young girls in our schools. Will God be a just and holy God if he does not judge to stop such evils in our society to protect the innocent children? For example, in the last Emory University’s commencement in Atlanta Georgia, many true Christians who were in attendance noted that the name of Jesus was carefully kept out, as it were in Obama’s inaugural ceremony. The organizers of the event purposed for the audience to honor the god of forces instead: the gods of Freemasonry (Daniel 11:36-39).  
6-12. As God was angry with Judah because its transgressions are many, that is, they were of many kinds and often repeated. So he is angry with America today for her many sins and abominations. In Judah they were also apostates who committed spiritual adultery with the worship of idols, worship due to God alone. They also were guilty of physical fornication and adulteries, which graphically depict their vile affections, their scandalous conduct, and brutish lusts. How could God be God and not pronounce definitive judgment upon such a people?
Here we recall one of the questions asked by a young woman in the audience during the Republican presidential candidates’ debate. She asked if she can do whatever she wants to do with her body. One might ask what is it that she wants to do with her body that she needs our permission to do. Let’s see, does she need our permission to go to sleep at night, or to get up in the morning, to take shower, dress up, eat breakfast and go to work or to school? No! She probably would like to know if she can be allowed to fornicate at will, get pregnant, commit murder by aborting her child and have the nation to pay for it.

The sin of this people, upon which the commission signed against them is grounded. God disowns them and dooms them to destruction, as he would soon disown America if we do not repent. But is there not a cause? Yes; for they have deserted the law of God: The house of Israel and the house of Judah, though at variance with one another, yet both agreed to deal very treacherously against God. They forsook the worship of him, and therein violated their covenants with him; they revolted from him, and played the hypocrite with him.  They have defiled the judgments of God and given the lie to his warnings in the mouth of his prophets. They were often told that evil would certainly come upon them; they must expect some desolating judgment, sword or famine; but they were secure and said, “We shall have peace, though we go on.” They did not fear what God is. They belied him, and confronted the dictates even of natural light concerning him; for they said, "It is not he, that is, he is not such a one as we have been made to believe he is; he does not see, or not regard, or will not require it; God has forsaken the earth and therefore no evil: anything goes.

13-14. God’s true prophet, they say, are windbags full of words with no divine authority. Their claims of doom will fall upon themselves, not us.” Judah refused to listen to God’s true prophets; it loved the false ones who supported its wrong views. This refusal was not because the prophets failed to do their job but because the people failed to listen. The prophet and his people both have responsibilities; the prophet to proclaim God’s message faithfully, and the people to apply it to their lives.
15-21” Lo, “I will bring a nation upon you from far, Oh house of Israel, saith the Lord. An ancient nation and a mighty nation.” The kingdom of Babylon being revived in Jeremiah’s time which was about 626 B. C. had a long and illustrious history. The old Babylonian Empire lasted from about 1900 B.C. to 1550 B.C. Babylon in Jeremiah’s day would shortly rebel against Assyrian domination, form its own army, conquer Assyria, and become the next dominant world power.
As strange as it may seem, the people would not listen to the messages Jeremiah brought to them from God Almighty. So Jeremiah told them that their eyes and ears did them no good because they refused to see or hear God’s message. The people of Judah and Israel were foolishly deaf when God Almighty promised blessings for obedience and destruction for disobedience. When God speaks through his Word or his messengers, we harm ourselves if we fail to listen. God’s message will never change us unless we listen to it. Will America listen now, or will she go the way of Judah, and be destroyed by her enemies that have been readied and waiting to take her out?
22-24. God Almighty here uses the roaring of the ocean as one of the reasons you should fear him. The fact that he has set the boundaries of the roaring seas and establishes the rains and harvests. God had to strip away all the benefits that Judah and Israel had grown to respect more than him. Without them, the people could once again reverence God. My friend, do not wait until God removes your cherished resources before thinking of him as your Lord and Savior.

Justice to orphans and care for the needy are key marks of nations and people who please God. Wicked men in Israel treated the defenseless unjustly, which displeased God greatly. Some defenseless people, orphans, the poor, the genuine homeless, the lonely, are within your reach. As a Christian you ought to take action by helping one of them.
“I will not make a full end with you.” God looks beyond the soon-to-come captivity under Nebuchadnezzar; it will not mean the end of his people. God is compassionate-the enemy will lay waste to Judah but will not eliminate her completely. God will allow America to lay waste by her enemies in our time until she can once again say, “Thus saith the LORD God Almighty.” There is mercy in store for Judah; a return to the land left desolate will come later. If God will not make a full end of Judah, we can be sure that the enemy cannot do so. Will God completely destroy America? Not at all! America will be a prisoner in her own land until God has gotten rid of the wicked in the land that misled her people, and then restore the land for the faithful to continue doing the work: preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ for the reason he created this nation. The wicked that are ruining the Gospel of Jesus Christ in America have three choices: repent now, leave this country or wait for God Almighty’s judgment that is at the door. For the LORD God Almighty shall cause your hearts to sink into your stomachs; when you shall see the finger of God write on the wall. This will cause your countenance to change, and your thoughts will trouble you, so that the joints of your loins would come loose, and your knees smiting one against another (Daniel 5:5, 6). Nothing will help you, even Satan also known as Lucifer your master or what other names you call him will not help you. Satan has been working hard for judgment to come upon America, and he will have a good laugh at our predicament when God’s judgment finally comes upon America, because we failed to listen to God’s truth. 
31. Among those who called themselves prophets, Jeremiah was one of the few true prophets. As a class, the prophets were false they were not from God, but were influenced even through uninspired. So it is today too. At the time of Jeremiah, the religious climate was chaotic as it is now in our time.  The priests, supposedly, God ministers, were leading by their own authority as Vatican is doing today, not by the truth of God’s Word. Many prophets were telling lies and half truth, not messages from God Almighty. The people had turned from truth, that is, God’s truth and heard only what they wanted to hear. That was the main reason Jeremiah’s message had little or no effect on the people. My friend, call to Jesus today, and he is save you and give you eternal life.
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