Sabbath Day Sermon of May 20, 2017.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Who Do You Say Jesus Is
John Chapter 14
If someone would have asked you to tell them who Jesus is, you will have many things to say about what he has done for you as a Christian than who he is really to the world.  Muslims are in the habit of asking that you show them where Jesus said he is God in the Bible. But because they are hard of hearing when it comes to the truth of God, they would appear not to understand or hear you by repeating the same question. Because they are taught in the Quran to lie to non-Muslims, they probably think Christians have received the same teaching from the Bible to lie to them about Jesus being God. 

Here Jesus affirms, “I am the way to God Almighty.” I am the truth about God Almighty. I am the Life of God Almighty. He who would know God Almighty must come to Him through Jesus Christ; Israelite or Gentile. Jesus is the only way, the only truth, and the only life of God Almighty. All other are dead-end streets or even or even endless roads that lead no place except to darkness and everlasting night.
“I am in the Father and the Father in me” Whoever knows Jesus Christ knows him as “God of God, light of light, very God of very God, begotten not made or created, and as being of one substance with the Father. Jesus says he is the only way to God the Father. Some people may argue that this is too narrow. In reality, it is wide enough for the whole world, if the world chooses to accept it. Instead of worrying about how limited it sounds to have only one way, we should be saying. “Thank you, God, for providing a sure way and eternally. Jesus gives two reasons for this (1) he said so and we are to believe for his word’s sake (2) his works corroborate his words so that if his words seem unbelievable, and then believe for his works sake.

In Hebrews 1:8, Jesus is God’s firstborn Son, and he holds the place of highest privilege and responsibility, therefore he is superior to any created being. In Psalm 102:25-27, God is the speaker and applies the words to the Son, Jesus. The earth and the heavens folded up as a garment reveals that the earth is not permanent or indestructible. Jesus authority is established over all of creation so we dare not treat any created object or earthly resource as more important than Jesus Christ.

The most powerful statements uttered by Jesus about who he is, when he said that he existed before Abraham was born. He undeniably proclaims his divinity. Not only did Jesus say he existed before Abraham, he also applied God’s holy name “I AM” (Exodus 3:14) to himself. In accordance with the law in Leviticus 24:16, the religious leaders were ready to stone Jesus for claiming to be God. They well understood what Jesus was claiming, and since they did not and most of them today still do not believe him, they charged him with blasphemy. How ironic that they were really the blasphemers, cursing and attacking the very God Almighty they claimed to serve?

In John 11:25 Jesus has power over life and death as well as power to forgive sins. This is because he is the Creator of life (John 1:1-5; 14:6). He who is life can surely restore life. Whoever believes in him has a spiritual life that death cannot touch or diminish in any way. To those who believe, what wonderful assurance and certainty we have in these words of Jesus “Because I live, ye shall live also” (John 14:19).
Along with those who refused to believe, many believed but refused to admit it. This is just as bad, and Jesus had strong words for such people in Matthew 10:32. People who do this are afraid of rejection or ridicule. Many in our world today in the wrong religions, fear excommunication just as the Jewish leaders were afraid of being excommunicated from the synagogue which was there livelihood, and loss of their prestigious place in the community. If Jesus had been merely a man, his claims to be God would have proven him insane. But his miracles proved his words true that he is really God. The Jewish leaders could not see beyond their own prejudices, and they tried to put Jesus in a human ‘box.” But Jesus was not limited by their restricted vision (John 10:20).

Jesus reveals to all who have ears to hear who he is, that he is the true Son of God; he now sets before us the greatest choice of life. We are responsible to decide today whom we will obey (Joshua 24:15), and God wants us to choose him and life (Deuteronomy 30:15-20)
12-14. Greater works that these shall do, that is, in the Kingdom of nature, they will do greater works than Jesus Christ did, because we would have more years than he had to do the works. It is certain that Jesus’ disciples are troubled because of Jesus’ departure. In response, Jesus insists on the necessity of faith, stating that he goes to prepare a place for them and will return to take them with him. This is the very promise of Jesus that every Christian must remember that Jesus’ future return as a visible Lord of the world in his second coming. The early church awaited this with fervent hope as we read 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18. But John in his Gospel reinterprets such a futuristic approached. Jesus has not passed a bridge that was subsequently blown-up; there is a way to him, and they already and all true Christians know it.

When Jesus says we can ask for anything, we must remember that our asking must be in his name, that is, according to God Almighty’s character and will. God Almighty will not grant requests contrary to his nature or his will, and we cannot use his name as a magic formula to fulfill our selfish desires. God Almighty will grant your request if you are sincerely following him and seeking to do his will.

The question from Thomas was troubling in the sense that he or all the disciples did not seem to understand or retained what Jesus had taught them. Thomas question was, “How can we know the way?” Jesus answer states that Christian hope is not in a method, not in a procedure, but in a person. Jesus himself is “the way and the truth and the life.” Through and in Jesus, one comes to the Father, knows the Father, and sees the Father.  Subsequently, Philip seizes on that final phrase to ask: “Master, show us the Father. One can almost hear the sigh of weariness of failure, in Jesus’ voice: “Have I been with you for so long a time and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” Jesus continued with conversation by pointing to the perfect union of Jesus with the Father, saying that both his words and his works are the Father’s.
Jesus is the visible, tangible image of the invisible God Almighty. He is the complete revelation of what God is like. Jesus explained to Philip, who wanted to see the Father, that to know Jesus is to know God Almighty. In other words, the search for God, for truth and reality, ends in Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4; Colossians 1:15). 

In John 1: 14, the Bible says that Jesus is the Word of God made flesh, meaning he became human. By doing so, Jesus Christ became the perfect teacher. So, in Jesus’ life we see how God thinks and therefore how we should think (Philippians 2:5-11), the perfect example as a model of what we are to become, he shows us how to live and gives us the power to live that way (1 Peter 2:21). Jesus the perfect sacrifice, Jesus came as a sacrifice for all sins, and his death satisfied God’s requirements for he removal of sin (Colossians 1:15-23).
True Christians will do the works that Jesus has done, even greater works not only because they will have more time than Jesus had to do the works, but because he will respond according to their petitions, so that God will be manifested in the Son. The disciples’ true love for Jesus and their obedience to his commandments are the requirements for him to pray the Father give them another Comforter or the Holy Spirit, who will come from the Father and the Son. 
He will be our advocate. He is the Spirit of truth. He will abide with us and in us and never leave us. The Holy Spirit is equal with in power and glory with the Lord Jesus Christ, so the going of the Lord Jesus and the coming of the Spirit means we have nothing less and need nothing more than what we have in Jesus Christ.  This Spirit which comes from the Father make Christians true children of God Almighty and citizens of the Kingdom of God Almighty (John 1:12). They are in the world, but they are no longer of this world. Thus the coming of the Holy Spirit is tantamount to the coming of Jesus to our hearts.

The role of the Comforter or helper in the life of Christians will be to teach all things and will bring back to our memories things we have forgotten. Jesus departure and consequent return explains the “yet a little while” in verse 19. Just as the disciples see Jesus now so they will soon know of his union with the Father, which union he will share with them. The disciples who love will be loved by both the Father and Son, who through the Holy Spirit will reveal himself to them All they could have hoped for in the future will soon be now.

Judas' (not Iscariot) question, “Master, what happened that you will reveal yourself to us and not to the world?” Jesus answer almost avoids the question as it merely insists on what has already been proclaimed. He and the Father will come to those who love and will dwell with them. This John finds to be very important coming of the Lord Jesus. This coming is directly related to the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send at the request of the Son to instruct and to remind. 

The sin, fear, uncertainty, doubt, and distress of people awaiting a delayed future return must give way to the peace that is Jesus Christ’s gift, to the joy that is theirs at the knowledge that Jesus has returned to the Father who is his origin, “greater than I.” The peace of God moves into our hearts and lives to restrain these hostile forces and offer comfort in place of conflict. Jesus says he will give us that peace if we are willing to accept it from him. The prince of this world although defeated by Jesus, he still had the arrogance to try. Satan’s power exists only because God allows him to act. But because Jesus has power over Satan, if we obey Jesus and align ourselves closely with God’s purposes, Satan can have no power over us. The Father has commanded total love, and the world will soon know that this is what the Son will give.
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