Sabbath Day Sermon of May 19, 2018
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

How to Be Ready for the Future Day of the LORD
Joel Chapter 2

The day of the LORD is yet future, coming at the end of the age when Jesus returns to close the door (Luke 13:23-30). The question “Are there a few that will be saved?” The question offers Jesus the opportunity to mention once again the difficulties involved in following him. He does not answer the question whether few will be saved, but he does say that many will not be.  

There is specific mention of the sad case of those who had been under the illusion that they were following Jesus but had maintained only a loose relationship with him. They ate and drank with him, indeed, but with no intimate fellowship; they heard his teaching but did not accept it as the Word of God Almighty to be put into practice. In other words, just listening to Jesus’ words or admiring his miracles is not enough, it is vital to turn from sin and trust in God Almighty to save you. My friends, there will be many surprises in God Almighty’s Kingdom. Some who are despised now will be greatly honored then. Some influential people here will be left outside when Jesus rises from his throne and closes the gates.

The prophets of old saw the ranges of mountains, but they could not see the valleys in between. Therefore, they had no way of knowing how soon the Lord’s judgment would fall. Jesus made it clear that no one knows, but only the Father knows when. Then he said to watch the events of your time, and pray that you may be ready when the end does come.

The day of the LORD shall be a day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of cloud, and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains; a great people and a strong; there hath not been ever the line, neither shall be any more after it, even to the years of man generations. Joel from the previous chapter was still describing the devastating effects of the locust plague. The alarm showed that the crisis was at hand. The locusts appear like war forces, rumbling chariots, and brands of burning fire that destroys without leaving anything behind.

10-13. Here, we are given the description of the Garden of Eden in Genesis Chapters 2:8 which was Adam and Eve’s first home. The Garden of Eden was known of its beauty; it is used here to describe the beauty of the land prior to its destruction. The sun and the moon shall be darkened. Multitudes of locusts clouded the sun and the moon. And in the last days before the Second Advent of Jesus Christ a similar or worse situation will prevail. God Almighty told the people to turn to him while there was still time. Time was running out and destruction would soon be upon them. 
If you are reading this message today, I want you to know that time is also running out for us as the generation of the end times. Because you do not know when your life will end, you should turn to the LORD now, while you can. My friends do not let anything hold you back from turning to God Almighty. Call to Jesus today and he will save you and give you eternal life.
In the Old Testament time deep remorse was often shown by tearing one’s clothes, and the whipping of one’s self as practiced in Catholicism and Islam. But God Almighty does not want an outward display of penitence without true inward repentance. You must be sure your attitude toward God Almighty is correct, not just your outward actions.

14-20. Prophet Joel sees the judgment coming, but urges repentance and a turning to God Almighty in the hope that God Almighty will turn the curse and the disaster into blessing. We cannot deny that, had the people heeded Joel’s advice, the judgment would have been at lease delayed. The same might be said for America and for any nation today that will turn to God Almighty.

18-24. Joel reaches a turning point in his message that he moves from prophesying about outpouring of God Almighty’s judgment to prophesying about an outpouring of God Almighty’s forgiveness and blessing. But this would come only if the people sought to live as God Almighty wanted them to; giving up their sins. Where there is repentance, there is hope. This section of Joel’s message inspires that hope. Without this, Joel’s prophecy could bring only despair. This promise of forgiveness should have encouraged the people to repent. But many did not listen, and we see history repeating itself in our time, because many people are once again not listening to God Almighty’s call for repentance.
21-24. In an effort to get the people’s attention to the message from God Almighty, Joel contrasts the fear of God Almighty’s judgment with the joy of God Almighty’s intervention. There is no question about it that sin will bring judgment on the Day of the LORD, and only God Almighty’s forgiveness will bring rejoicing. Unless you and everyone else repent of our sins, our sin will result in judgment. Now you know why Christians are persuaded to witness to people. It is because the sins of the people make the earth a terrible place to live. My friends, let God Almighty intervene in your life, and you can rejoice in that day because you will have nothing to fear.

“Blow the trumpet in Zion,” is the prophet’s clear call to the people to humble themselves through fasting, prayer, and a complete turning to God Almighty for mercy. This was not uncommon; in 2 Chronicles chapter 20 we see what happened when this course of action was pursued. When God Almighty rules his restoration will be complete. In the meantime, we must remember that God Almighty does not promise prosperity in material things now. However, when God Almighty pardons, he restores our relationship with him, but this does not guarantee individual wealth. Instead God Almighty promises to meet the needs of those who love him, by loving us, forgiving us, giving us purpose in life, and giving us a caring Christian community of brothers, sisters, fathers and mothers.

25-31. This is a promise of restoration following repentance. There is yet a period of time to come when blessing and abundance will reign. We searched for the evidence hoping that the people received the message by Prophet Joel. But if the promise of restoration and plenty was given and received by the people, how does one explain the captivity in Babylon, the Israelites slavery under Greeks and Romans and their persecution by the nations within and around them? It is important to understand that only if the people truly repented would they avoid a disaster like the one Joel had described. 

God Almighty’s blessings are promised only to those who sincerely and consistently follow him. God Almighty does promise that after the final Day of Judgment, his people will never again experience any kind of disaster (Zechariah 14:9-11; Revelation 21). Judgment and mercy go hand in hand. Joel had prophesied that if the people repented, the Lord would save them from judgment. In the Day of Judgment and catastrophe, therefore, some will be saved. If you ask why, well it has never been God Almighty’s intention to destroy but to heal. However, we must accept his salvation or we will certainly perish with the unrepentant.

“I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.” God Almighty had poured out his Spirit upon numbers of people in the Old Testament age (Acts 2:16-22). The promise of a future fulfillment may be seen in what happened at Pentecost. Peter stated that what happened then at the Pentecost was a fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy afterward, that is, “in the last days.” When there will be miraculous signs and frightening physical and meteoric phenomena.
What is the role of the Holy Spirit in the Congregation of Jesus Christ? Jesus was loud and clear on the subject in John 14:15-18; 16:7-16. Jesus said that the Holy Spirit will show you and me things to come; the nature of our mission, the opposition we would face, and the final outcome of our efforts. In other words, the Holy Spirit will come after Jesus’ death and resurrection. Then the Holy Spirit revealed truths to the disciples that they wrote down in the books that now form the New Testament. 

The Comforter—the Spirit of God Almighty himself—would come after Jesus was gone to care for and guide the disciples. This happened to the disciples just before his ascension (John 20:22), and to all the believers at Pentecost (Acts 2), shortly after Jesus ascended into heaven. The Holy Spirit is the very presence of God Almighty within you and me as Christians and all believers, helping us live as God Almighty wants and building Jesus Christ’s Congregation on earth. By faith we can appropriate the power of Jesus each day.

“A little while you shall not see me and a little while ye shall see me” Jesus explains in John 15:19-28. Jesus refers to his death, now only few hours away, and his resurrection three days later. I hope you noticed what a contrast between the disciples and the world. The world rejoiced as the disciples wept, but they would see him again in three days and rejoice.  The world values are often the opposite of God Almighty’s values. This can cause a Christian to feel like a misfit. But even if life is difficult now, one day we will rejoice. Brother and sisters, keep your eyes on the future and on God Almighty’s promises!

Before Pentecost, God Almighty’s Spirit seemed available to kings, prophets and judges, Joel prophesied of a time when the Spirit would be available to every believer in God Almighty and His Son Jesus Christ (Ezekiel 39:28, 29). God Almighty’s spirit has come, and the Holy Spirit has been available since the day of Pentecost to anyone who calls upon the LORD. That is what we celebrate today in remembrance of the day God Almighty promised to give his Spirit to all who would turn to him for salvation.
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