Sabbath Day Sermon of May 18, 2019
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Next Day after Jesus was Crucified
Matthew 27: 62-66

If Jesus was crucified on a Friday, the next day according to this Bible passage would have been Saturday the weekly Sabbath Day which could not have been a preparation day, but a Sabbath day when no religious leader dares leave the temple work to go meet with a gentile in violation of the Law. We have the proof in these verses that Jesus was not crucified on the so-called pagan good Friday. In fact, it is the death of the demon god Tammuz that is observed by pagans on good Friday and its resurrection during the sunrise mass observed today by the many apostate Protestant and Catholic churches (Ezekiel 8:14).

We read in verse 62 of Matthew chapter 27 that on the following day which would been have on a Thursday after Jesus was crucified on Wednesday, the chief priests and Pharisees, when they should have been at their devotions, asking for forgiveness of the sins of the day past, we're dealing with Pilate about securing the sepulcher, and so adding rebellion to their sin. They that had so often opposed Jesus Christ for works of the greatest mercy on that day were themselves very busy in a work of the greatest malice; to make sure he does not rise from the dead. 

Observe here, their address to Pilate; they were not happy that the body was given to one that would bury it decently; but, since it must be so according to prophecy (Isaiah 53:9), they desire a guard to be set on the sepulcher. Their petition sets forth, that “that deceiver” so they call Jesus who is truth himself had said, “After three days I will rise again.” He had said so, and his disciples remembered those very words for the confirmation of their faith and we today remember those words for the same reason, but his persecutors remember them for the provocation of their rage and hatred. 

The religious leaders took Jesus’ resurrection claims more seriously than the disciples did. The disciples did not remember Jesus’ teaching about his resurrection (Matthew 20:17-19), the religious Pharisees did not forget (verses 39-43). Because of Jesus’ claims, they were almost as afraid of Jesus after his death as when he was alive. They tried to take every precaution that his body would remain in the tomb.  Because that failed, so in our time they have made sure Jesus is killed on every sun-day in their pagan mass with his supposedly dead body kept on the cross they call his crucifix; they want him to stay dead. But the fact remains that when Pilate refused their request to command a guard, Jesus opponents established their own guard at the tomb, thus affirming that Jesus really was dead and that they too knew where he was buried.

The Pharisees were so afraid of Jesus’ prediction about his resurrection that they made sure the tomb was thoroughly sealed and guarded. Because the tomb was hewn out of rock in the side of the hill, there was only one entrance. The tomb was sealed by stringing a cord across the stone that was rolled over the entrance. The cord was sealed at each end with clay. But the religious leaders took a further precaution, asking that guard be placed at the tomb’s entrance. With such precautions, the only way the tomb could be empty would be for Jesus to rise from the dead. The Pharisees failed to understand that no rock, no seal, no guard, or army could prevent the Son of God Almighty from rising again as he and the prophets had predicted.

63-64. Thus the same word of Jesus Christ to the one was a Savor of life unto life, to the other of death unto death. Notice how the Pharisaic religious leaders complement Pilate with the title of Sir, while they reproach Jesus Christ with the title of “Deceiver.”  Thus the most malicious slanderers of good men are commonly the most sordid flatterers of worldly men.  It further sets forth their jealousy; lest his disciples come by night, and steal him away, and say, He has risen.

First, that which really they were afraid of, was his resurrection; which is Jesus Christ’s most honor and his people’s joy is most the terror of his enemies. It was the same with Joseph in that what exasperated his brethren against him, was the presage of his rise, and of his having dominion over them (Genesis 37:8). All that Joseph’s brothers aimed at, in what they did against him, was, to prevent that from happening. Come, say they, “Let us slay him, and see what will become of his dreams.” Those Joseph’s dreams were, in fact, the plan of God Almighty for their future provision and for their preservation in Egypt (Genesis 17:12-16). 

So the chief priests and Pharisees labored to defeat the predictions of Jesus Christ’s resurrection, saying, as David’s enemies said of him (Psalm 41:8 -13), “Now that he lieth, he shall rise up no more;” if he should rise, that would break all their measures. We note here that Jesus Christ’s enemies, even when they seemed to have gained their point, are still in fear of losing it again. Perhaps the priests were surprised at the respect shown to Jesus Christ’s dead body by Joseph and Nicodemus, two honorable counselors, and looked upon it as an ill presage; nor can they forget his raising Lazarus from the dead, which so confounded them. 

Secondly, that which they were afraid of, was, lest his disciples should come by night, and steal him away, which was a very improbable thing; for they had not the courage to acknowledge him while he lived when they might have done him and themselves real service. It was not likely that his death would put courage into such cowards who denied him not once but three times.  What could his disciples promise themselves by stealing away his body, and making people believe he has risen; when, if he should not rise, and so prove himself a deceiver? His disciples, who had left all for him in this world, in dependence upon a recompense in the Kingdom of God Almighty, would of all others suffer most by the imposture, and would have had reason to throw the first stone at his name? 

What good would it do them, to carry on a cheat upon themselves, to steal away his body, and say, He has risen; when, if he did not rise, their faith was vain, and they were of all men the most miserable? (1 Corinthians 15:14-17). The chief priests apprehend that if the doctrine of Jesus Christ’s resurrection is once preached and believed, the last error will be worse than the first; a proverbial expression, intimating no more than this, that we shall all be routed, all undone. They think it was their error that they had so long connived at his preaching and miracles, which error they thought they had rectified by putting him to death. But if people should be persuaded of his resurrection that would spoil all again, his interest would revive with him, and theirs must need to sink, who had so barbarously murdered him.

65-66.  Those that opposed and will oppose Jesus Christ and his kingdom, will see not only their attempts baffled, but themselves miserably plunged and embarrassed; their errors each worse than other, and the last worst of all (Psalm 2:4, 5).  In consideration hereof, they viciously moved to have a guard set upon the sepulcher till the third day; “Command that the sepulcher be made sure.” Pilate must still be their drudge, his civil and military power must both be engaged to serve their malice. One would think that death’s prisoners needed no other guard and that the grave was security enough to itself; but what will not those fear, who are conscious to themselves both of guilt and impotence, in opposing the Lord God Almighty and his anointed? 


Pilate’s answer to this address in verse 65; “Ye have a watch, make it sure, as sure as you can.” He was ready to gratify Jesus Christ’s friends, in allowing them the body, and his enemies, in setting a guard upon it, being desirous to please all sides, while perhaps he laughed in his sleeve at both for making such a fuss about the dead body of a man, looking upon the hopes of one side and the fears of the other to be alike ridiculous. 

Pilate in his reply: “Ye have a watch;” he means probably, the constant guard that was kept in the tower of Antonia in a military barracks built by Herod the Great 37–35 BC to protect the Second Temple, and named for Herod's patron Mark Antony,out of which he allows them to detach as many as they pleased for that purpose. But, as if ashamed to be himself seen in such a thing, he leaves the management of it wholly to them. It seems to me that his response, “Make it as sure as you can,” looks like a banter or a tease, either, of their fears; "Be sure to set a strong guard upon the dead man;’’ or rather, of their hopes; "Do your worst, try your wit and strength to the utmost; but if he be the Son of God Almighty, he will rise, in spite of you and all your guards’’ (Mark 15:43-45).

Some have said, that by this time Pilate had had some talk with the centurion, his own officer, of whom he would be apt to enquire how that just man died, whom he had condemned with such reluctance; and that he gave him such an account of those things as made him conclude that truly he was the Son of God Almighty (verse 54).  Pilate would give more credit to Jesus than to a thousand of those spiteful priests that called him a Deceiver. If so, no marvel that he tacitly derides their project, in thinking to secure the sepulcher upon Jesus who had so lately rent the rocks, torn the temple veil, and made the earth to quake.

Tertullian, speaking of Pilate, speculated that, Pilate at this point in his conscience was a Christian; and that it is possible that he might be under such convictions at this time, upon the centurion’s report, and yet never be thoroughly persuaded, any more than Agrippa or Felix was, to become a true Christian (Acts 26:27-29; 24:22). 

If you ask, “How much was Felix persuaded by Paul in his witness to him, and how would Pilate compare?” Well, Felix had been governor for six years and would have known about the Christians “That Way’” a topic of conversation among the Roman leaders. The Christians’ peaceful life-styles had shown the Romans that Christians did not go around starting riots. Felix having more perfect knowledge of “That way” which could be translated “Who knew much about Christians and that they did not go around starting riots” (Acts 24:22).

Paul’s witness to Felix became so personal that Felix felt convicted. Of course, Felix, like Herod Antipas (Mark 6:17, 18), had taken another man’s wife. Paul’s words were interesting until they focused on “righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come.” Many people will be glad to discuss the Gospel with you as long as it does not touch their lives too personally. When it does, some will resist or leave. But this is what the Gospel is all about, God Almighty’s power to change lives. The gospel becomes effective when it moves from principles and doctrine into a life-changing dynamic. When someone resists or runs from your witness, you have made the Gospel too personally. In other words, you have touched upon his or her lifestyle he or she is not ready to give up. The Pharisees and the religious leaders were Jesus’ enemies because he constantly touched upon their hypocritical lifestyles in his teachings (Matthew 23).

66. Now imagine the wonderful care the religious leaders took, hereupon, to secure the sepulcher they sealed the stone; probably with the great seal of their Sanhedrin, whereby they interposed their authority, for who would dare break the public seal? But not trusting too much to that, in addition, they set a watch, to keep his disciples from coming to steal him away, and, if possible, to hinder him from coming out of the grave. So they intended, but God Almighty brought this good out of it, that they who were set to oppose his resurrection, thereby had an opportunity to observe it, and did so, and told the chief priests what they observed, who were thereby rendered the more inexcusable (Matthew 28:4,11-15; Luke 2:34). 

Islam and Judaism religions have different beliefs about the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Islam teaches two doctrines: (1) His death was an illusion in that God Almighty took him to heaven and had someone else to die in his place. (2) Jesus was not actually dead when he was put in the tomb, but that his disciples stole his body and resuscitated him. Judaism calls him Yeshu or the Deceiver, and in the Talmud the Jewish holy book, Jesus is in hell burning in hot excrement. The gods of these two religions do not appear to be related to the God of the Congregation of Jesus Christ.

 Again, the term Judea-Christian or the suggestion that Judaism gave birth to Christianity is an oxymoron. Christianity is actually the original religion of the Israelites which Moses had warned them not to deviate from it but they did and created Judaism for themselves (Deuteronomy 30:10-19; 31:24-30). One of Jesus’ missions on the earth was to correct the error they had infused into the teachings of Moses (Matthew 15:1-9). Jesus told the Pharisees, “If you had believed Moses, you would have believed me, because Moses wrote of me”(John 5:45-47).
However, as Christians, we know that Jesus Christ voluntarily gave his life purposefully, to completely remove the sins of the world that whosoever that will believe will not perish but come to everlasting life (John 3:16-18). Jesus died for our sins and was resurrected and he is now set or seated on the right hand of the Father God Almighty. He is alive to show that all who will repent of their sins and return to God Almighty through Jesus Christ, will be where Jesus is as he had prayed to the Father (John 17:24). Jesus death and resurrection, as part of God Almighty’s plan for the salvation of the world, were under the full control of God Almighty. No one could kill Jesus Christ without his consent (John 10:16-18; Isaiah 53).

Here, to prevent the resurrection of Jesus was all the power of earth and hell combined to keep Jesus Christ a prisoner, but all in vain. When his hour has come; death and all those sons and heirs of death could then no longer hold him, no longer have dominion over him. To guard the sepulcher against the poor weak disciples, was folly because it was needless; but to think to guard it against the power of God Almighty was the most folly because it was fruitless and to no purpose; and yet they thought they had dealt wisely. Here we clearly see the end result of an uninterrupted self-destructive plan of the enemy and his agents.
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