Sabbath Day Sermon of May 17, 2014

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Sexual Sin Consequences May Be Devastating
Genesis Chapter 34

In this passage of the Scripture we are once again taken back to the events that took place in the Garden of Eden, how Satan deceived Eve, and used her to seduce Adam. We see here once again, the works of Satan to corrupt the good seed of God’s people. After the events in the Garden of Eden, yet again, the sons of God went into the daughters of men and defiled their seeds. Then out of the remnant of Noah’s family, God raised Abraham to continue the work to bring his plan to fruition. For God said to Abraham “I will give you an heir that shall come forth out of thine own bowels” (Genesis 15:4). Not quite long after God said this that Ishmael came along, but God once again forced Abraham to reject Satan’s offer as he tried to enter to destroy God’s plan by substituting the promised seed with Hagar’s son (Genesis 17:18-19).
Dinah was Jacob’s only daughter, and we may suppose here therefore that her mother was fond of her and that she was the darling of the family, and yet she proves neither a joy nor a credit to them; for those children seldom prove either the best or the happiest that are most indulged. She is probably now about the age of fifteen or sixteen years of age when she here occasioned so much mischief. Here we observe her vain curiosity, which exposed her. She went out, perhaps unknown to her father, but by the connivance of her mother, to see the daughters of the land; probably it was at a ball, to a party for a few drinks or on some public day. Being an only daughter, she thought herself solitary at home, having none of her own age and sex to converse with; and therefore she must needs go abroad to divert herself, to keep off melancholy, and to accomplish herself by conversation better than she could in her father’s tents. It is a very good thing for children to love home; it is parents’ wisdom to make it easy to them, and children’s duty then to be easy in it. Her pretence was to see the daughters of the land, to see how they dressed, and how they danced, and what was fashionable among them. She went to see, yet that was not all, she went to be seen too; she went to see the daughters of the land, but, it may be, with some thoughts of the sons of the land too. I doubt she went to get an acquaintance with those Canaanites, and to learn their way. But as always, the pride and vanity of young people betray them into many snares.
The loss of her honor by this means: Shechem, the prince of the country, but a slave to his own lusts, took her, and lay with her; it should seem, not so much by force as by surprise. The truth is that Great men think they may do anything; and what more mischievous than untaught and ungoverned youth? See what came of Dinah’s gadding: young women must learn to be chaste, keepers at home; these properties are put together in the Scriptures, (Titus 2:5), for those that are not keepers at home expose their chastity. Dinah went abroad to look about her; but, if she had looked about her as she ought, she would not have fallen into this snare. The beginning of sin is as the letting forth of water. Discreet and chaste stand well together; many young women expose themselves to fatal temptations by that which at first might be but indiscretion. Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee from the evil way (Prov. 2:11). Chaste, and keepers at home, are well joined too. Dinah, when she went to see the daughters of the land, lost her chastity.
Some would say that Schechem may have been a victim of “love at first sight,” but his actions were impulsive and evil. Not only did he sin against Dinah, he sinned against the entire family. The consequences of his deed were both for his family and for Jacob’s. But you see, Dinah had left the security of her home to go abroad among the Hivites, some have said that she was raped, but the passage does not say specifically whether she was raped or was guilty of fornication. However, Shechem sought to marry her because he loved her.  Even Shechem’s declared love for Dinah could not excuse the evil he did by either raping or fornicating with her. You must not allow sexual passion to boil over into evil actions. The result is usually disastrous for all. You do not show how dearly you love a woman by going to bed with her and defiling her. If you love her you respect and cherish her, rather than defile her first before showing how dearly you love her. What if it turns out that you were suffering from acute infatuation when you thought you loved her? You should know that the defilement you have caused to a woman is irreparable by sleeping with her outside the union of marriage.

Even when love at first sight occurs, passion must be controlled, because love and sex are not synonymous. Only in marriage do both come together. Outside the union of marriage between a man and woman, love and sex are two separate things. Love outside marriage is as you are commanded in the Word of God to love your neighbor, your brother or sister in Jesus Christ; to care for them and respect them as you would like them to do to you. But sex outside marriage is fornication or adultery, which of course is worship to Satan. Sex is not for enjoyment, God intended it specifically for spiritual bonding, union between a man and a woman in marriage. 
Many are concerned at the shamefulness of sin that never lay to heart the sinfulness of it. It is here called folly in Israel, according to the language of after-times; for Israel was not yet a people, but a family only. Uncleanness is folly; for it sacrifices the favor of God, peace of conscience, and all the soul can pretend to that is sacred and honorable, to a base and brutish lust. This folly is most shameful in Israel, in a family of Israel, where God is known and worshipped, as he was in Jacob’s tents, by the name of the God of Israel. Folly in Israel is scandalous indeed. It is a good thing to have sin stamped with a bad name: uncleanness is here proverbially called folly in Israel, (2 Samuel 13:12). Dinah is here called Jacob’s daughter, for warning to all the daughters of Israel, that they betray not themselves to this folly.
“To one that is uncircumcised” means to one that does not know the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Thus Jacob’s sons used this religious ceremony as a ploy to render the men of the town incapable of defending themselves. Then they slew them in revenge for Schechem’s defilement of their sister. Whether all the sons of Jacob were involved in some episodes in connection with the story the Scripture does not say. In verse 25 only Simeon and Levi are mentioned, whereas in verse 13 the phrase “the sons of Jacob” is used. Simeon and Levi were the second and third sons of Jacob by Leah. Dinah was also born of Leah. Ruben, Leah’s first son by Jacob is not mentioned by name in the account.
The pretence was specious. "It is the honor of Jacob’s family that they carry about with them the token of God’s covenant with them; and it will be a reproach to those that are thus dignified and distinguished to enter into such a strict alliance with those that are uncircumcised; and therefore, if you will be circumcised, then we will become one people with you,’’ said the sons of Jacob. Had they been sincere herein their proposal of these terms would have had in it something commendable; for Israelites should not intermarry with Canaanites, professors with profane; it is a great sin, or at least the cause and inlet of a great deal, and has often been of pernicious consequence (Numbers 25:1-18). The interest we have in any persons, and the hold we have of them, should be wisely improved by us, to bring them to the love and practice of faith in God; for he or she that winneth souls is wise; but then we must not, like Jacob’s sons, think it enough to persuade them to submit to the external rites of faith in God, but must endeavor to convince them of its reasonableness, and to bring them acquainted with the power of it.
Why did Simeon and Levi take such harsh action against the city of Schechem? Jacob’s family saw themselves as set apart from others. God wanted them to remain separate from their heathen neighbors. But the brothers wrongly thought that being apart also meant being better. This arrogance attitude led to the terrible slaughter of innocent people. When Schechem either raped Dinah or committed fornication with her, the consequences were far greater than he or they could have imagined. Dinah’s brothers were outraged and took revenge. Pain, deceit, and murder followed. Sexual sin is no more sinful than any other sin, but its consequences may be especially devastating.
The intention was malicious, as appears by the sequel of the story; all they aimed at was to prepare them for the day of slaughter. Historically, bloody designs have often been covered, and carried on, with pretence of religion; thus they have been accomplished most plausibly and most securely: but this dissembled piety is, doubtless, double iniquity. Religion is never more injured, nor are God’s principles more profaned, than when they are thus used for a cloak of maliciousness. No, if Jacob’s sons had not had this bloody design, we do not see how they could justify their offering the sacred sign of circumcision, the seal of God’s covenant, to these devoted Canaanites, who had no part nor lot in the matter. Those had no right to the seal that had no right to the promise. It is not meet to take the children’s bread, and cast it to dogs: but Jacob’s sons valued not this, while they could make it serve their turn.
In seeking revenge against Schechem, Simeon and Levi lied, stole, and murdered. Their desire for justice was right, but their ways of achieving it were wrong. Because of their sin, their father cursed them with his dying breath (Genesis 49:5-7). Generations later, their descendants lost the part of the Promised Land allotted to them. When tempted to return evil for evil, leave revenge to God and spare yourself the dreadful consequences of sin.
Hamor and Shechem gave consent themselves to be circumcised. To this perhaps they were moved, not only by the strong desire they had to bring about this match, but by what they might have heard of the sacred and honorable intentions of this sign, in the family of Abraham, which, it is probable, they had some confused notions of, and of the promises confirmed by it, which made them the more desirous to incorporate with the family of Jacob, (Zechariah 8:23). But many who know little of religion, yet know so much of it as makes them willing to join themselves with those that are religious. 

They urged an argument which was very cogent, shall not their cattle and their substance be ours? They observed that Jacob’s sons were industrious thriving people, and promised themselves and their neighbor’s advantage by an alliance with them; it would improve ground and trade, and bring money into their country. Now, it was bad enough to marry upon this principle: yet we see covetousness the greatest matchmaker in the world, and nothing designed so much, with many, as the laying of house to house, and field to field, without regard had to any other consideration.  It was worse to be circumcised upon this principle. The Shechemites will embrace the religion of Jacob’s family only in hopes of interesting themselves thereby in the riches of that family. Thus there are many with whom gain is godliness, and who are more governed and influenced by their secular interest than by any principle of their faith. To this proposal by Hamor and his son Schechem, Jacob gave no response, but was silent. 
By his silence it seemed as though Jacob toyed in his mind with the idea of assimilation as a serious possibility, but he was soon to learn that Providence had a different plan. God used the violence of Simeon and Levi to ensure that Jacob did not succumb to temptation although they themselves later have to pay the penalty for their crime.  In all this we may see a foreshadowing of the mission of the Church in the world today, and a warning against attempting to win the whole earth for God by lowering our standards and cheapening God’s demands (Judges 3:1-31). Christians are warned in the Bible not form binding relationship with nonbelievers because this might weaken their Christian commitment, integrity, or standards (2 Corinthians 6:14).
“Make me to stink,” that is, make me odious. Since the Canaanites and the Perizzites were far more numerous than Jacob’s small family, he feared they would revenge the death of their friends and exterminate Jacob and his family. However, in them it was manifest injustice; yet here we may observe the righteousness of God. The Shechemites were willing to gratify the sons of Jacob by submitting to the penance of circumcision, upon this principle, shall not their cattle and their substance be ours?  We can now also see what was the issue; instead of making themselves masters of the wealth of Jacob’s family, Jacob’s family become masters of their wealth. The truth being that those who unjustly grasp at that which is another’s justly lose that which is their own.
At any rate, one would think this should have made the sons of Jacob to relent, that they should have humbled themselves to their good father, and begged his pardon; but, instead of this, they justify themselves, and give him this insolent reply, should he deal with our sister as with a harlot? (Deuteronomy 23:17). No, he should not; but, if he did, must they be their own avengers? Will nothing less than so many lives, and the ruin of a whole city, serve to atone for an abuse done to one foolish girl? By their question they tacitly reflect upon their father, as if he would have been content to let them deal with his daughter as with a harlot. It is common for those who run into one extreme to reproach and censure those who keep the mean as if they ran into the other. Those who condemn the rigor of revenge shall be misrepresented, as if they countenanced and justified the offence.
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