Sabbath Day Sermon of May 14, 2016.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Singing the LORD God Almighty’s Praise

Psalm Chapter 92
To praise and give thanks to God Almighty is the best of all attitudes anyone could have in a live time.  Today we remember the Sabbath to keep it holy; it is for praising the God Almighty who blesses the righteous and judges the wicked. We ought to praise him for his love in the morning and when evening comes. We thank our Father in heaven for his faithfulness.

As Christians the Almighty Father is our rock. He chose us first, and has called us to himself. We have chosen him for our rock on which to build, in the clefts of which to take a shelter, on the top of which to set our feet. We have found him a rock strong and steadfast and his Word as firm as a rock. The promises of our God and Father cannot be broken. He reigns in truth and holiness. All the saints may rely on God’s Word. We are very proud to have him as our Father who loves us. 
In America during the Thanksgiving holyday, as Christians we focus on our blessings and express our gratitude to God for them. But thanks should be on our lips daily, and on the LORD’s Sabbaths. We say thank you all the time to our parents, friends, righteous leaders, and especially to our Father in heaven which thanks can never be enough for the things he does for us his children. My friend, when thanksgiving to God Almighty becomes an integral part of your life, you will find that your attitude toward life will change. You will become more positive, gracious, loving and humble.

“The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree.” Palm trees are known for their long life. To flourish like palm trees means to stand tall and to live long, healthy and happy years. The cedars of Lebanon grew to 120 feet in height and up to 30 feet in circumference thus they were solid, strong, and immovable. True children of the Almighty must be upright, strong, and unmoved by the winds of circumstances. Those who place their faith firmly in our Almighty Father in heaven ought to know they have this strength and vitality.

The true believers from the works of God should take the occasion to triumph; and we have done so in Jesus Christ. We have triumphed over God’s enemies; triumphed in the foresight of our destruction, not as it would be the misery of our fellow-creatures, but as it would redound or transfer to the honor of God’s justice and holiness. As Christians, we are confident of the ruin of sinners, for this reason we are persuaded to witness to them the love of Jesus Christ, though they are flourishing in their evil ways. 
The wicked springs as the grass in spring so numerous, so thickly sown, so green, and growing so fast. We see all the workers of iniquity flourishing today in pomp, and power, and all the instances of outward prosperity. They are easy and many, and succeed in their worldly enterprises.  You would think that all this was in order to their being happy, or that it was a certain evidence of God’s favor and an earnest of something as good or better in reserve. But it is quite otherwise; it is that they shall be destroyed forever. The pleasures they have today will be all they will ever get in this world, and in the world to come. The very prosperity of fools shall slay them (Proverbs 1:32); for just as the sheep that are designed for the slaughter are put into the fattest pasture, so are they being prepared. Though they are daring, you must not lay your guard down, for they are your enemies, and impudently avow themselves to be so. 
The wicked members of our society are contrary to God Almighty, and they fight against God Almighty and his children. They are in rebellion against his crown and dignity, and therefore it is easy to foresee that they shall perish. Do you know of anyone that hardened his heart against God Almighty and prospered in his or her rebellion and went unpunished? All the impenitent workers of iniquity must be deemed and taken as God’s enemies, and as such they shall perish and be scattered. Jesus Christ marks those his enemies that will not have him to reign over them; and they shall be brought forth and slain before him and thrown into the Lake of Fire. If you are alert today and watching as Jesus says to do, you would have noticed that the workers of iniquity are now associated, and closely linked together, in a conspiracy against God and his people; but they shall be scattered, and disabled from helping one another against the just judgment of God Almighty. In the world to come the wicked and rebellous shall be separated from the congregation of the righteous (Psalm 1:5). Though they had a particular malice against the faithful of Jesus Christ, and upon that account, we might be tempted to fear the actions of the wicked, yet the people of God shall triumph over the wicked: "The eyes of the people of God shall see their desire on the enemies that rise up against them; they shall see them not only disabled from doing them any further mischief, but rewarded accordingly for the mischief they have done them, and brought either to repentance or ruin.’’  This should be our desire as Christians concerning the wicked. 
In the Hebrew it is no more than thus, "My eye shall look on my enemies, and my ear shall hear of the wicked." Here the Psalmist does not say what he shall see or what he shall hear, but this means that every true child of God almighty shall see and hear that in which God Almighty will be glorified and in which they will therefore be satisfied. This has reference to Jesus Christ and his people, to his victory over Satan also known as Lucifer, death, and hell, the destruction of those that persecuted and crucified him, and opposed his Gospel, and to the final ruin of the impenitent at the last day.  Those that rise up against Jesus Christ and his people will fall before him and be made his footstool; for Jesus’ triumphs are his people’s triumphs. Jesus triumphs in God Almighty, and his glory and grace. 
In the glory of God Almighty: "But thou, O Lord! Art most high for evermore.” In other words, the workers of iniquity who fight against us may be high for a time, and think to carry all before them with a high hand. But our most High God and Father has placed on a high, for evermore. Their height will be humbled and brought down, but God’s height on which he has placed us is everlasting.’’ Therefore, let not the Lord’s faithful people fear the pride and power of evil men, nor be discouraged by their impotent menaces, for the moth shall eat them up as a garment, but God’s righteousness shall be forever, (Isaiah 51:7, 8). 

In the grace of God Almighty, his favor and the fruits of it, to himself: "Thou, O Lord! that art thyself most high, shalt exalt my horn.’’ The great Almighty God is the fountain of honor, and he, being high for evermore, himself will exalt his people forever, for he is the praise of all his saints, (Psalm 148:14). The wicked are forbidden to lift up the horn (Psalm 75:4, 5), but those that serve God and the interest of his kingdom with their honor or power, and commit it to him to keep it, to raise it, to use it, and to dispose of it, as he pleases, may hope that he will exalt their horn as the horn of a unicorn. This God will do to the greatest height, either in this world or in the world to come: “The horn of your faithful shalt thou exalt, when thy enemies perish.” For then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun, when the wicked shall be doomed to shame and everlasting contempt. Then  shall all the faithful of the LORD be anointed with fresh oil, which denotes a fresh confirmation in their respective offices to which they had been anointed, and in abundance of plenty, so that they should have fresh oil as often as they pleased, or renewed comforts to revive them when their spirits drooped.  Grace is the anointing of the Spirit; when this is given to help in the time of need, and is received, as there is occasion, from the fullness that is in Jesus Christ, we are then anointed with fresh oil. 

When the faithful in Jesus grows old The LORD anoints them with fresh oil. In their old age shalt thou exalt with rich mercy; they shall bring forth fruit in old age. The comforts of God’s Spirit, and the joys of his salvation, shall be refreshing oil to the hoary heads of those that are found in the way of righteousness. To all the saints, they are here represented as trees of righteousness (Isaiah 61:3; Psalm 1:3). The faithful of the Lord shall be settled in a good place; they are planted in the house of the Lord. The trees of righteousness do not grow of themselves; they are planted, not in common soil, but in paradise, in the house of the Lord. Trees are not usually planted in a house; but God’s trees are said to be planted in his house because it is from his grace, by his Word and Spirit, that they receive all the sap and virtue that keep them alive and make them fruitful. They adapt themselves to holy ordinances, take root in them, abide by them, put themselves under the divine protection, and bring forth all their fruits to our Almighty Father’s honor and glory. The good plight they shall be kept in is here promised, first, that they shall grow. Where God gives true grace he will give more grace. God’s trees shall grow higher, like the cedars, the tall cedars in Lebanon; they shall grow nearer heaven, and with a holy ambition shall aspire towards the upper world; they shall grow stronger, like the cedars, and fitter for use. He that has clean hands and a pure heart, and has not lifted his soul unto vanity, shall be stronger and stronger. Secondly, that the faithful of Jesus Christ shall flourish, both in the credit of their profession as Christians and in the comfort and joy of their own souls. They shall be cheerful themselves and respected by all about them. They shall flourish like the palm-tree, which has a stately body, and large boughs, (Leviticus 23:40; Judges 4:5). 
Dates, the oblong edible fruit of it, are very pleasant, but it is especially alluded to here as being ever green. We do recall that the wicked shall flourish as the grass, which is soon withered, but the righteous as the palm-tree, which is long-lived and which the winter does not change. It has been said of the palm-tree, that the more it is pressed down the more it grows; so the righteous flourish under their burdens; the more they are afflicted the more they multiply. Being planted in the house of the Lord, there their root is; they flourish in the pleasant courts of our Almighty God, there their branches spread. Their life is hid with Jesus Christ in God. But their light also shines before men. It is desirable that those who have a place should have a name in God’s house, and within his walls, (Isaiah 56:5). 

True and faithful Christians must aim to excel, that they may be eminent and may flourish, and so may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior Jesus Christ, as flourishing trees adorn the courts of a house. And let those who flourish in Almighty God’s courts give him the glory of it; it is by virtue of this promise, that they shall be fat and flourishing. Their flourishing without is from a fatness within, from the root and fatness of the good olive (Romans 11:17). Without a living principle of grace in the heart of the Christian profession, there will not be long flourishing; but where that is, the leaf also shall not wither (Psalm 1:3). The trees of the Lord are full of sap, a body fluid (as blood) essential to life, health, or vigor (Psalm 104:16). (Hosea 14:5, 6). Thirdly, “That they shall be fruitful.” Were there nothing but leaves upon them, they would not be trees of any value; but they shall still bring forth fruit. The products of sanctification, all the instances of a lively devotion and a useful conversation, good works, by which God is glorified and others are edified, these are the fruits of righteousness, in which it is the privilege, as well as the duty, of the righteous to abound; and their abounding in them is the matter of a promise as well as of a command. 
14-15. The command to honor God Almighty is not limited to young people who seem to have unlimited strength and energy. Even in old age, devoted believer are expected to produce spiritual fruit. There are many faithful older people who still have a fresh outlook and can teach us from a lifetime of serving God Almighty. The young in Jesus Christ will do well to seek out an elderly friend or relative who can tell them about their experiences with the Lord God Almighty and challenge them to new heights of spiritual growth. 

It is promised that they shall bring forth fruit in old age. Other trees, when they are old, leave off bearing, but in God’s trees the strength of grace does not fail with the strength of nature. The last days of the saints are sometimes their best days, and their last work is their best work. This indeed shows that they are upright; perseverance is the surest evidence of sincerity. But it is here said to show that the Lord is upright, that he is true to his promises and faithful to every word that he has spoken, and that he is constant to the work which he has begun. As it is by the promises that believers first partake of a divine nature, so it is by the promises that that divine nature is preserved and kept up. Therefore, the power it exerts is an evidence that the Lord is upright, and so he will show himself with an upright person (Psalm 18:25). This, the faithful of Jesus Christ triumph in: "He is their rock and there is no unrighteousness in him.” They have chosen him for their rock on which to build, in the clefts of which to take shelter, on the top of which to set their feet. They have found him a rock, strong and steadfast, and his word as firm as a rock. They have found and let everyone speak as he or she finds "that there is no unrighteousness in our Father in heaven.’’ He is as able, and will be as kind, as his Word makes him to be. All that ever trusted in the Almighty God found him faithful and all-sufficient, and none who remained faithful to him were ever made ashamed of their hope in him.
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