Sabbath Day Sermon of May 13, 2017
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Surrounds and Protects His People
Psalm Chapters 125-130 Series

“They that trust in the Lord.” Of this, we can be sure it is well for the righteous and is bad for the wicked. This is a song of trust that the righteous, that is, those who are faithful to the Lord and delight in God’s precepts, will live safely in the land and will inherit His Kingdom here symbolized by Jerusalem. This promise of God to the righteous is firm as stated in Isaiah 57:13: “The one who takes refuge in me shall inherit the Land, and possess my holy mountain.”  Those who trust in The LORD are like Mount Zion, surrounded by God Almighty like the high mountains that surround Jerusalem. This promise includes the fact that the just will not be contaminated by the wicked. For the inheritors of God promise are righteous by the Lord’s grace, not by their virtue. To inherit the Kingdom of God is a gift and a reward for the righteous.

Most of us probably know people who are drawn to every new fad or idea. Such people we would say are inconsistent and therefore unreliable. The secret of consistency is to trust in God Almighty because he never changes. He is completely reliable and will keep us steady. Although the rod of the wicked shall not rest upon the lot of the righteous, often in our lives we have had to put up with evil people, as Israel had put up with her evil leaders. Here the expression is about what will happen when God executes his final judgment. Human sinfulness often ruins God’s ideal on earth, but that does not mean God has lost control. It is just that evil prevails only as long as God Almighty allows; most of the time it is for our learning if we are faithful to him, lest we fall when we are not watching.
126:1. This psalm is in reference to the deliverance of God’s people from the captivity. When Israel’s liberation came from God Almighty, the weeping of the afflicted turned to shouts of joy. The intense joy of being in the holy city, the mere presence in Zion; no matter how exciting that may have been, but it wasn’t enough. The people of God must pray for the divine intervention that will give fertility to the land and to the lives of the people. The painful labor of sowing will be crowned with life by the Lord God Almighty who has brought them and us back to himself through the death and resurrection of His Son Jesus Christ.
God’s capacity for restoring life is beyond our understanding. Forests burn down and are able to grow back. Broken bones heal. Even grief is not a permanent condition. Our tears can be seeds that will grow into a harvest of joy because God is able to bring good out of tragedy. My friends, when burdened by sorrow, know that your times of grief will end and that you will again find joy. We must be patient as we wait for God’s great harvest of joy is coming.
127:1. People seek to found a family and to ensure the continuance of their family names. To do this is good in itself, but if it is done apart from God Almighty, their labors to this end are futile. This psalm together with two proverbs 1-2 and 3-5, both concerned with God Almighty establishing families, in order to affirm that all life is a divine gift. “House” in verse 1 means the family or household. In the biblical sense, a household often consisted of several families under the authority of the oldest married man. 


The prosperity and protection of this group are not the work of humans; God has chosen to provide for them, and the children born into the families are a pure gift, evidence of the Lord’s favor. They are not to be seen as liabilities as the New World Order tends to portray them. They are to be seen as assets. The Bible calls children “an inheritance of the LORD” a reward. We can learn from their inquisitive minds and trust spirits. If you have always viewed children as distraction or nuisance, we would suggest you change your attitude and start seeing them as an opportunity to shape the future for God Almighty. The last thing you would want to do is to treat them as an inconvenience or hurt them because God Almighty values them very highly (Matthew 18:3-6; 19:14).
Therefore, a family without faith in God Almighty and His Son Jesus Christ can never experience the spiritual bond God Almighty brings to relationships. A city without God Almighty will crumble from evil and corruption on the inside. Do not make the mistake of leaving God Almighty out of your life, but for those who would choose not to involve God in their lives, I can assure you from the Word of God Almighty that all your accomplishments will be futile. My friends, make God Almighty your highest priority and let him do the building of your family life for you. God is not against the human righteous effort. Your good works honors God Almighty. But working to the exclusion of rest or to the neglect of family may be a cover-up for an inability to trust God to provide for your needs. We all need adequate rest and times of spiritual refreshment. He has set Sabbath Day of rest and hallowed if for you to observe. On the other hand, this suggestion should not be used as an excuse to be lazy. We must be careful to maintain a balance. We are to work while trusting God, and also rest while trusting him. In other words, take a vacation from work when you need it, and trust God to preserve your work while you are away from work to rest.
128:1. This psalm emphasizes marriage and children, which are an heritage of the Lord. This psalm is a statement of faith that the ever reliable and just God Almighty will always bless those who show reverence. “Fear of the Lord” does not mean craven fear of mere obedience to a set of commandments but a way of life that sets God Almighty above all. 
In Psalm 1 we see how the Bible often dramatizes human life as to two ways; the way of the just and the way of the wicked; each person must choose which of the two paths to walk. The chapter also tells something about the way of the Lord resulting in enhanced life in the family. The perspective is that of the adult male, ordinarily the ruler of the household in the biblical sense. The blessings of the Lord is extended to the whole people of God for generations to come (Jeremiah 35:19).

A good family life is a reward for following God Almighty. The values outlined in God’s Word include love, service, honesty, integrity, and prayer. These help all relationships, and they are especially vital to home life. Is your home life heavenly or heretic? Reading and obeying God’s Word is a good place to start to make your family all that it can be for everyone in it (Exodus 20:5, 6).
129:1. This psalm having been written after the Babylonian Captivity had begun, emphasizes Israel’s tribulations even as far back as the time spent in Egypt. Here, Israel which also represents God’s people of all ages looked back, not on one rescue, but on a whole series of divine acts since its “youth.” Israel’s history has been a series of trials, but the Lord God Almighty has always given freedom, like the freedom of a beast when its harness to removed. The oppressors of God’s people have been wicked; in oppressing them they have opposed God Almighty. Hence our prayer is that God Almighty will continue to uphold his people and restrain the evil efforts of the wicked. Like the stray blades of grass on the roof top that grow up and die quickly, may the wicked who mock the goodness of God Almighty never know the joy of harvest, unless the wicked repents.
Just as the Israelites were persecuted from their earliest days, but were never destroyed completely, the same is true of the true Church of Jesus Christ. Christians have faced times of severe persecution, but the Church has never been destroyed. As Jesus said to Peter, “Upon this rock, pointing to himself, I will build my Church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18). When you face persecution and discrimination, take courage, and know that just as the Church will never be destroyed, so you will never be destroyed as a true member of the body of Jesus Christ. Verse 3  foreshadows Jesus’ unjust punishment before his death, which he successfuly endured to save us. We are grateful to God that Jesus endured the horrible lashes that were meant for us; from the whips of his tormentors, which indeed made “furrows” on his back (John 19:1).
130:1. People can anticipate no help from God, but no one is beyond God’s help if he or she will call on him. Let whoever is helpless call to God Almighty, who will always throw out a lifeline to save anyone who calls upon his name in repentance. In this psalm, the pain and alienation make the psalmist feel “like those who go down into the pit”. Yet even from the pit one can cry out to God Almighty in Jesus Christ’s name whose last word is a word of forgiveness. Though the trial is severe, the sufferer must still hope. If we are sincere in our appeal to God in our trials, we have the assurance that God’s loyalty to the covenant will be available to each faithful one, as it has always been available to His true Church.

Here, in the depths of despair, the psalmist cried out to God. No doubt, despair makes us feel isolated and distant from God Almighty, but this is precisely when we need Him most. But despair over sin should not lead to self-pity, causing you to think more about yourself than God Almighty. Instead, it should lead you to confession and then to God’s mercy, forgiveness, and redemption. When you feel overwhelmed by a problem, feeling sorry for yourself will only increase feelings of hopelessness; but crying out to God Almighty turns your attention to the only one who can really get you out of your difficulties.

Verses 3-4. “If thou should mark my iniquities,” marking iniquities is like holding a grudge. Holding a grudge is like building a wall between you and another person, and it is nearly impossible to talk openly while the wall is there. God never holds a grudge; when he forgives, he forgives and forgets completely, tearing down any wall between us and himself. Therefore, all children of God can talk to their Father in heaven about anything, anytime. When you pray, realize that God Almighty is holding nothing against you. His lines of communication are completely open to you at all times. He is your real Father He gave you as a gift to your biological parents and the assignment to raise you for him according to his precepts (Psalm 127:3).
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