Sabbath Day Sermon of May 12, 2018.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

John Sees A Beast Rise from the Sea
Revelation Chapter 13
Here in this chapter we observe that the dragon of chapter 12 and the two beasts of chapter 13 constitute the trinity of evil. Under their awful assaults, the saints of God Almighty experience persecution probably worse than anything suffered by God Almighty’s people before. The evil trinity is offset by the true Trinity of God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit to who be glory for their victory over the trinity of evil. The beasts symbolize the antichrist and the false prophet of the end time as they are the final embodiment of imperial power opposed to the rule of God Almighty, the final beast of Daniel’s visions. In 4 Ezra Rome is pictured as a great eagle emerging from the sea. The sea indicates that the beast in question embodies the watery chaos monster, the primordial source of all evil.

2-10. The beast from the sea has ten horns and seven heads. On his horns are ten diadems or crowns. The beast and its ten crowns represent the power of paganism, which is worldwide and has extensive control over the desires of the nations. This beast has features common to a leopard, a bear, and a lion—the savages and agility of a leopard, the overwhelming power of a beast, and the petrifying snarl of a lion. The dragon, which is, satan has given power to this beast so that people worship it. This beast exercises political power of the world just as Rome is doing today through its religious institutions and its temporal power.
The Beast, the antichrist, is a false messiah and counterfeit of Jesus Christ and will stage a false resurrection. The world will follow and worship him because they are awed by his power and fake miracles. He will unite the world leaders, and he will control the world economy. Of course, people are impressed by power and will follow those who display it forcefully or offer it to their followers. But only losers will follow the beast because he will use his power to manipulate them to point to himself and to promote evil plans.

God Almighty, by contrast, uses his infinitely greater power to love and build up. So Christian ought not to be deceived by claims of great miracles or reports about a resurrection or reincarnation of someone claiming to be Christ. Jesus has told us exactly how he will return. He will reveal himself to all believers and all eyes shall see him, even the blind and deaf will know of his return (Matthew 24:23-28; Mark 13:21-31; Luke 21:25-33).

The power given to the beast will be limited by God Almighty. He will allow the beast to exercise authority only for a short time. Even while the beast is in power, God Almighty will still be in control (Revelation 11:15; 12:10-12). The beast will conquer God Almighty’s people and rule over them, but he cannot harm them spiritually. He will establish worldwide dominance and demand that everyone worships him. And many will worship him—except true believers, that is, those whose names are written in the book of the life of the Lamb, Jesus Christ. This will result in temporary suffering for God Almighty’s people, but they will be rewarded with eternal life in the end.

In this time of persecution, being faithful to Jesus Christ could bring imprisonment and even execution. Some true Christians will be hurt and some killed. But all that the beast and his followers will be allowed to do to the true Christians is harm them physically; no spiritual harm can come to those whose faith in God Almighty is sincere. All believers will enter God Almighty’s presence perfected and purified by the blood of the Lamb.

If you ask, “Why would the beast be allowed to persecute and conquer the true believers? The times of great persecution which John saw will be an opportunity for believers to endure and grow even more in faith. The tough time you face right now as a Christian are also opportunities for your spiritual growth. A true Christian ought not to fall into satan's trap and turn away from God Almighty when hard times come. Instead, we should use these tough times as opportunities for spiritual growth. 

11-15. The first beast came out of the sea, but the second beast comes out of the earth. The beast from the earth has two horns like a lamb and speaks like a dragon, meaning it is a counterfeit of the real true Lamb of God Almighty. The second beastwill appear to do well, but the purpose of his miracles will be to deceive.  The second beast encourages people to worship the first beast and his statue, which is a direct flouting of the second commandment of God Almighty (Exodus 20:4-6). 
The second beast is called the false prophet. He performs what appear to be miraculous acts and is areligious rather than a civil power. The mark of his name is 666. The sphere of his work is in the religious, not the political arena. In place of the Christian faith of the worship of God Almighty, he would substitute with the worship of the first beast as the Vatican has done for example. The beast from the earth represents the antichrist, someone under satan’s power and control; a false Christ also known as the Roman Catholic Christ who is at enmity with the true Jesus Christ while he pretends to be good. My friends, can you see these things happening in our time? Yes, on a lower scale but it will be going high very soon. 

“How can anyone not be deceived by the miracles of the second beast, false prophet?” A true Christian who will allow the Bible to guide his or her faith and practice will keep himself or herself from being deceived by false signs, however convincing they appear. Any teaching that contradicts God Almighty’s Word is false.

16-18. “He causeth all” that is he brings about the occasion of everyone to take a mark, also known as the mark of the beast in their right hands or in their foreheads. This mark is designed to mock the mark God Almighty places on his followers (Revelation 7: 2, 3). Just as God Almighty marks his people to save them, so satan’s beast marks his followers to save them from the persecution that satan will inflict upon God Almighty’s people. 

In fact, identifying this mark of the beast is not as important as identifying the purpose of the mark. Those who accept it are showing their allegiance to satan, their willingness to operate within the economic system he promotes, and their rebellion against God Almighty. To refuse the mark means committing oneself entirely to God Almighty, preferring death to compromising one’s faith in Jesus Christ. A person receives this mark when he or she becomes a member of any religion that is not based on faith in God Almighty and His Son Jesus Christ.

By disfranchisement, allowing none to enjoy natural, civil, or municipal rights, who will not worship that papal beast, that is, the image of the pagan beast. It is made a requirement for buying and selling the rights of nature, as well as for places of profit and trust, that they have the mark of the beast in their forehead and in their right hand, and that they have the name of the beast and the number of his name. The mark, the name, and the number of the beast all signify the same thing—that one made an open profession of their subjection and obedience to the beast. By receiving the mark in their forehead, means that they have obliged themselves to use all their interest, power, and endeavor, to promote the authority of the beast, by receiving the mark in their right hands. 
From history we learned that pope Martin V. in his papal bull, added to the council of Constance, in which he prohibits Roman Catholics from suffering any heretics, that is,  Bible Believing Christians to dwell in their countries, or to make any bargains, use any trades, or bear any civil offices, which is a very clear interpretation of this prophecy. 

We have here the number of the beast, given in such a manner as shows the infinite wisdom of God Almighty. The number is the number of a man, computed after the usual manner among men, and it is 666. Some have said that this number represents the number of the errors and heresies that are contained in the papal system, or rather, as others say, the number of the years from the rise of the papal system to its fall. However, we believe it seems to be one of those seasons which God has reserved in his own power. But we know that God Almighty has written Mene Tekel upon all his enemies; he has numbered their days, and they shall be finished, but his own kingdom shall endure forever.
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