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God Almighty Commands Us to Come Out of Babylon

Revelation Chapter 18
You would be surprised how often many Churches internally mirror the world externally. I don't think many of us realize how often this is true." Members of the Congregation of Jesus Christ must take this observation into consideration because we have an urgent and critical responsibility to prevent the world from impressing itself upon us. Impossible to do before coming to Jesus Christ when the world held full sway, preventing the world's encroachment is difficult under the best circumstances. As Christians we must understand that though contact with the world has perhaps diminished in our lives since we accepted Jesus Christ and has been born again, but it has not ceased.

Realistically, you and I know there is no way to get away from the world entirely. It presses in on us through television, radio, smart phones, magazines, newspapers, business contacts and social media, friends and relatives. God Almighty's people just have to deal with it. Being a true Christian makes no difference in the fact that the world is always there. It is always right outside the door, an ever-present reality. With modern technologies like television, smart phones, it is right inside the house and in our pockets! It is almost impossible to escape!

Fortunately, God Almighty provides His people with a formula for escaping. With that formula, each person must do as best as he or she possibly can.

The Command is to Flee from Babylon!
A prophecy against Babylon in Jeremiah 51:6 shows the basic formula. Speaking to His people regarding their responsibility, God Almighty warns, "Flee from the midst of Babylon, and every one save his life!" Remember that! To save one's life, one must flee from Babylon, go out from her, and leave her in some way. "Do not be cut off in her iniquity, for this is the time of the LORD'S vengeance." Later, He says, "My people, go out of the midst of her! And let everyone deliver himself from the fierce anger of the LORD" (verse 45).

God Almighty often urges His people to "come out." He commands Abraham to come out from among his people (Genesis 12:1). Through two angels, He implores Lot to flee from Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19:12). Even Noah, in receiving instructions about building the ark, is told to come out—that is, to get into the ark and leave the evil society of the time (Genesis 6:14-18). During Israel's wandering in the wilderness, God Almighty directs Moses to leave the dwellings of the wicked (Numbers 16:26). Isaiah echoes Jeremiah in saying, "Go forth from Babylon!" (Isaiah 48:20).

As the Bible frequently shows, God Almighty’s instruction pertains especially to those living in the end time we are living. In a New Testament prophecy that may most directly apply to Christians living today, God Almighty commands His people to flee from the world, echoing Jeremiah 51. 
The apostle John writes, "And I heard another voice from heaven saying, ‘Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues'" (Revelation 18:4).  Jesus points to the end time deception and warns against laying your guard down: “Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shall come in my name saying I am Christ or that they represent Christ on earth, and shall deceive many” (Matthew 24:4, 5).

Babylon, as an enemy of God Almighty, is used in several ways in the Bible. One is a literal city. A second is a worldwide system of politics and government, trade, entertainment and so on. A third symbolizes an idolatrous spiritual entity. All three have to be considered together to understand Babylon. It is a city representing the abominable worldwide way of life at the end time. In other words, the Babylon road is very wide and a fast parkway that allows those in it to do as “thou wilt.” But Jesus says to enter through the straight and narrow gate which is the way that leads to life everlasting (Matthew 7:13, 14).

The day is coming when the people of God Almighty must literally flee from Babylon to save their lives as in 70 A.D when prior to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, the Jerusalem Christians fled to the Decapolis city of Pella! (Mark 13:14; Matthew 24:15; Luke 21:20-22. During the Day of the Lord, God Almighty will move to destroy Babylon completely from the face of the earth. True Christians then will need to leave it bodily, physically.

During other times the people of God Almighty must flee spiritually from Babylon to save their lives—to escape spiritually to avoid the plagues that will descend upon her. So it is with Christians today: one must leave Babylon spiritually. Because Christians have responsibilities such as providing for families and managing businesses, cloistering in closets as in a monastery is not the solution. God Almighty commands His people to fellowship and lead upstanding lives within their communities. One cannot be a light to the world hidden in a monastery. Your neighbors and the world should be able to tell you are born again, by your dressing, your communications, and the way you carry yourself as one that has been transformed into the image of Jesus Christ.
Gathering into communities like the Mennonites and the Amish sounds appealing to Christians. Many groups of people have tried to do this. It appears attractive to true Christians because we want to get away from the things of the world, but it is not what God Almighty has in mind for His people. He wants us to be in the world, but not part of it (John 17:11-18). We have been called to go into the entire world with a message, the Gospel of the Kingdom of God. As long as His people live in the world, they always face the danger of getting caught up in it. Christians always have to be alert, on guard, so that the world does not reel them back in.

Though now is not the time to flee bodily from Babylon, it is definitely the time to come out spiritually. Coming out is an inner transformation, a change or conversion, from what Babylon represents to something that is far better and in agreement with God Almighty’s Word. It is replacing the way the world thinks, believes and acts with a better way. If you ask, “How does the world think, believe and act that we are required to come out?” Paul tells us in plain language how people in Babylon think, believe and act (1 Corinthians 6:9-20).

The Harlot and the Head of Gold
This study is based on God Almighty's exhortation to the churches to shun the treacherous beauty and charm of this theological and political prostitute, Babylon. God Almighty uses very specific wording in His description of her in Revelation 17:1-8, calling her a harlot, or prostitute.  A prostitute can have beauty and charm. Any number of a harlot's attributes can snare a man's attention and divert him from his purpose. Because the world had already ensnared him or her before coming to Jesus, a true Christian must be spiritually watchful that he or she does not return to it. Unfortunately, the world too easily reclaims the unwary, so the apostle counsels God Almighty's people to flee from it—to avoid the edge of the cliff. The unwary Christians are those who think they can pick and choose which of God Almighty’s commandments to obey.
But what must we flee? In Nebuchadnezzar's vision in Daniel 2:32, Babylon is the head of gold. Gold is attractive. People give their lives to the power and attractiveness of gold. The head of gold has a beauty that stimulates the eyes, as the fruit of the tree of knowledge in the Garden of Eden was to Eve; (Genesis 3:6, 7), the feelings, the looks, the desire for the good things of life. In addition, gold represents quality. In the prophetic image, the quality of metal degenerates or declines as time moves toward the end. Babylon represents a tolerable system, but through the ages, the system degenerates from gold to silver to brass to iron to a final mixture of iron and miry clay or the sewer sludge.
At its beginning, the system, represented by the whole image, is attractive. As in Paul's analogy of the body in I Corinthians 12, the head guides and directs the other parts of the body. In effect, this means that Babylon, the head of gold, has impressed its system, its ideas, its style, its qualities, and it idolatry on all of civilization. Though the system is not acceptable to God Almighty, it nevertheless has stamped its mark on the whole world. Everyone has participated in it, and have come short of the glory of God Almighty (Romans 3:23). 
American culture is an Israelite adaptation of the head of gold. All other nations have absorbed its qualities, putting their own particular twists on them. The Germans put a German twist on them; the French, a French twist; the Italians, an Italian twist. The same basic system pervades the world—and as it is practiced, it is anti-Christ. Because of its attractiveness, its magnetism, and because all are defenseless before coming to Jesus Christ, it has impressed itself upon God Almighty's people. Babylon is the world Christians must flee.

The Hallmarks of Babylon
From a theological point of view, Revelation 18 identifies the hallmarks of Babylon. The signs are idolatry, theological prostitution or spiritual adultery, self-sufficiency, self-glorification, concupiscence, pride, complacency, reliance on luxury and wealth, avoidance of suffering and violence against life. Reading Revelation 17 and 18 carefully, one finds each of those traits expressed in some way.

Interestingly, God Almighty emphasizes three in particular, presenting them in Revelation 18:7: "In the measure that she glorified herself and lived luxuriously, in the same measure give her torment and sorrow; for she says in her heart, ‘I sit as queen, and am no widow, and will not see sorrow.'" Personifying Babylon as a woman, God Almighty reveals her innermost, secret thoughts and thus her true character.

The first of the three characteristics emphasized here is pride, self-glorification: "she glorified herself . . . ‘I sit as queen. . . .'" The second is reliance on wealth, satiety, overindulgence: she "lived luxuriously [extravagantly, lustfully, without restraint]." The third trait is avoidance of suffering, for she says, "[I] will not see sorrow." Because reliance on wealth can very easily lead to proud self-sufficiency and avoiding all suffering, these three are interrelated. What bothers God Almighty is that her self-sufficiency is aimed against Him.  
A while ago I witnessed to someone who said to me, “Who needs God when one has everything?” Avoidance of suffering produces compromise with both conscience and law. It can severely damage one's character, and to God Almighty that is a serious matter. These characteristics have much in common with Laodiceanism. Because Laodiceanism originates in the world, it is necessary to look closely at it. How does that attitude get into the church? It comes from the world! Church members bring it with them and never sufficiently get rid of it. My friends, if you are infested with the spirit of Laodiceanism, you are still in Babylon even though you consider yourself a Christian. Also, perhaps you think that your success in what you do today means you are saved, but not if you are unwary about the trappings of Babylon. 
"Do Not Love the World . . ."
A familiar series of verses in I John 2 begins to explore the connection between Babylon and Laodiceanism. "Do not love the world . . ." (verse 15). Theologically, that makes sense after understanding what God Almighty says in Revelation 18 about pride, self-sufficiency, avoidance of suffering and the like. Here in I John 2:15-17, the apostle says, "Don't have a feeling of warm regard or affection toward the world." Why would John have to say anything like that unless the world was attractive? The world possesses a beauty that carnally we find very difficult to resist. Because Laodiceanism springs from this attractiveness, it becomes very critical to a Christian. Many members of God Almighty's church find the world irresistible. Somehow or another, many cannot avoid it spiritually (Revelation 3:14—22).
"If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world" (1John 2: 15-16). John uses these three spiritual terms to show that God Almighty is not concerned about attractive things, like automobiles or houses or clothing, but a spiritual power and righteousness; the world has what many find attractive. Something about the world is alluring, and most find it difficult to resist.

John gives a major reason one should not love the world. "And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God Almighty abides forever" (1 John 2:17). God Almighty is mostly concerned about the world's ideals, its standards, its concepts of right and wrong. These influence the way we look at everything, and produce inclinations, attitudes, feelings and the purposes for which we live. In the final tally, the world's standards are short-sighted and selfish unlike God Almighty's, which are eternal and outgoing. My friends, the choice is still yours to make. The straight and narrow road that leads to life eternal or the broad and fast road that leads to eternal damnation in the Lake of Fire.
Paul writes in Romans 12:2, "And do not be conformed to this world. In other words, "Don't let the world around you squeeze you into its own mould." If one is not alert and resisting its temptations, the world has the power to form and shape a person. It must be resisted!

In Romans 12:1 Paul says we need to sacrifice ourselves, and strongly implies that such sacrifice involves pain. Babylon avoids suffering at all costs! If we fail to sacrifice ourselves, the world will have free sway and squeeze us into its mold. The world has an influence on the mind (called "the heart" in the Bible), on our emotions and on our attitudes, and this influence ultimately shows in our conduct. Conduct begins with our attitudes, with our points of view, with our values, standards and ideals. If those values, standards and ideals contradict the way of God Almighty, we cannot resist the world's constant pressure to squeeze us into its mold.

Worldliness Defined
Worldliness is "the love of beauty—that which one finds attractive, appealing or desirable—without a corresponding love of righteousness." The product of worldliness is that, rather than "tend and keep" as he was commanded by God Almighty in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:15), man will "use and abuse." Undoubtedly, Eden was gorgeous, the best and most magnificent environment anyone on earth has ever lived in. What did Adam and Eve do? They used and abused it until God Almighty was forced to banish them from it, placing cherubim with flaming swords to guard against their return (Genesis 3:24).

Now, what do we do when presented with something beautiful? Do we dress it and keep it? Or do we use and abuse it? Unfortunately, the general record of mankind is that wherever he has put his hand, man has not beautified, but used and abused the earth. God Almighty is more concerned about man's spiritual beautification than He is about the physical earth, but He warns very clearly in Revelation 11:18 that He will "destroy those who destroy the earth." Man does not have the right concept of beauty. He has the wrong standards and ideals because Babylon impressed itself upon him. He uses and abuses virtually everything, and the results show everywhere on earth. This approach to life manifests Babylon's way and illustrates why God Almighty commands His people to come out of it.

God Almighty is most concerned about how we act toward other people, how we work within our relationships with our husbands and wives, our neighbors, and above all, our God Almighty. Do we use and abuse our relationships with God and other people? Do we do everything in our power to dress and keep? Do we have a love of beauty along with a love of righteousness? Although righteousness is indeed the keeping of God Almighty's commandments, God Almighty requires more of us in our lives. Unless we love the beauty of holiness, we will never become holy as God Almighty is holy (I Peter 1:13-16). The love of beauty must be encased in a love of righteousness.

The way of the world is 180 degrees removed from the love of beauty and righteousness. In I John 2 the apostle addresses this way of the world within the subject of love. Though keeping the commandments defines love, it includes a great deal more than that. "For God Almighty so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son . . ." (John 3:16). Jesus did not avoid suffering because suffering is an act of love. He loved beauty and righteousness so much that He was willing to follow the commands of God Almighty right to the cross. Beauty sustained Him, the beauty of holiness, the beauty of helping multitudes of sons and daughters to inherit the Kingdom of God Almighty (John 10:16-18).
Babylon or someone in it would not do that. Those impressed by the way of Babylon will love beauty as much as we do, but they will not mix it with a love of righteousness. They will not "tend and keep" fellow man and God Almighty. The ever-repeating result is warfare on the field of battle, in the family, in the workplace, in society.

The reason for the state of this evil world is the lack of the love of beauty and the love of righteousness. It is simply a lack of the love of God Almighty. The love of God Almighty is a choice that is open to all Christians who are true to the profession. If one does not choose to love, the only alternative is selfishness—self-concern. A selfish person will abuse, and dishonor their marriage vows. That is the worldly system. Worldliness is nothing more than self-centeredness. An individual chooses to be self-centered or show outgoing love—to be worldly or godly.

Laodiceanism is the most subtle form of self-centeredness or worldliness. It is so subtle that it escapes the detection of those who should be most able to see it. Jesus describes such a person as lukewarm: neither hot nor cold (Revelation 3:15-17).
The Perilous Time of the End
"But know this, that in the last days perilous [menacing, violent, terrible, dangerous] times will come" (II Timothy 3:1, 2). Why? "For men will be lovers of themselves . . ." Self-centeredness will produce the crisis at the close of this age. Its evils will reach a climax that can be compared to the time just before the Flood or to Sodom and Gomorrah. Self-centeredness, everyone having his own perception of beauty and pursuing it to the highest degree, is the driving force behind the perilous time of the end. 
It will be a time that fits the description in Judges 21:25 when "everyone did what was right in his own eyes." Others say “The Lord has forsaken the earth, and the Lord seeth not” (Ezekiel 9:9). During the period of the judges no one could provide central leadership because people said, "This is what I believe; this is what I'm going to follow."

So it will be at the end. People will abuse one another to possess the things they hold to be beautiful, like money or power. "[People will be] . . . lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good" (II Timothy 3:2-3).

The concept of "people will be lovers of themselves" (verse 2) continues in verse 5: "[H]aving a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!" Verse 7 identifies them further: these people are "always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth." Because they only study the Bible to find loop holes to support their condition of darkness.
Within God Almighty's warning of what it will be like at the end, He lists the traits that Christians must fight against when self-centeredness reaches its peak. But the Laodicean Christian does not resist as he or she should, and that is his or her problem! Though converted, he or she has an attitude of self-centeredness, strong enough that his or her mind is diverted from more important spiritual concerns!

From such a world we have been drawn, and it has affected us to some extent. Many Christians reflects this attitude as they move toward isolationism, which is nothing more than self-concern. They see part of the problem, but their solution is to turn inward, and not to communicate their faith to others. But God Almighty has better answers to the world's problems.

Take Heed!
What does this have to do with Christians today? Luke's version of the Olivet Prophecy gives a background of the terrifying events leading to the return of Jesus Christ. The Olivet Discourse or Olivet prophecy is a biblical passage found in the Synoptic Gospels in Matthew 24 and 25, Mark 13, and Luke 21.  In it Jesus Christ sternly warns us! He specifically addresses His disciples, but we should think of it personally, living in the end time, surrounded by extremes of self-centeredness. These extremes should be enough all by themselves to alert and sober us! Yet Jesus felt that we needed to be warned.

"But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly" (Luke 21:34). Of itself, having a merry gathering is not wrong. But what happens when Babylon reaches the apex of its influence on people's lives? People fall into dissipation, into abuse of their God Almighty-given responsibilities. Jesus Christ worries that although we intellectually say the world is full of self-centeredness and excess, we will still find it attractive. Thus, He warns us to be careful because, if not, the consequence is that the Day will come on us unexpectedly. This is sobering.

"For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man" (Luke 21: 35-36). He is not saying we should always pray, "Father, save me!" That would be self-centered. He says, "Develop this beautiful relationship with God Almighty that I've made possible for you. Remain in contact with Him."

Our prayers need to take on the quality of communication that is the ideal when a man and a woman date toward marriage. On the first date, they may not know much about each another, but with further contact their knowledge of each other grows. In talking back and forth, the relationship develops. They discover common interests. They find each other attractive and fascinating. As events progress, they work to improve the relationship so that they can eventually marry, continuing the relationship with greater intimacy, pleasure and productivity. God Almighty desires this kind of relationship with His people.

Jesus Christ warns that the same factor that ruins a marriage—if one or the other begins to find another more attractive—can ruin this relationship with God Almighty. In these perilous times, divorce claims roughly 50 percent of marriages. An institution that God Almighty intends to be very beautiful is destroyed because a love of a beautiful relationship is not paired with a love of righteousness. The world has successfully squeezed the couple into its mold. Though it may have begun beautifully, the relationship has a horrible ending. Jesus says, that divorce is the end result of ungodly yoking with unbelievers, and the hardness of the heart (Matthew 5:32; 19:8, 9; Proverbs 4:23; Hebrews 10:26-31).
God Almighty intends prayer to be communication with Him to develop a beautiful relationship begun through the acceptance of Jesus Christ's sacrifice. As a product of keeping the relationship alive, we show our commitment by keeping our appointments with Him, upholding the vow we made at baptism, keeping His commandments, showing we are trustworthy by overcoming our sins.

While we work on this relationship, we are watching! We are on guard. We are alert, like a soldier on guard duty, making sure that what we hold to be beautiful is not destroyed. Imagine what would happen if a guard, while pacing at his post, was attracted by something to one side. If he goes over to inspect it instead of calling for a back up, the enemy attacks! Babylon employs exactly the same strategy. And sadly, the duped guard exactly depicts a Laodicean Christian, who gets distracted by desirable things. The rudiments of the cause of this distraction are illustrated in Luke 21. A Laodicean Christian is lulled into a spiritual complacency and apathy by the attractiveness of the world. That is Jesus Christ's warning—stay alert, be on guard and pray! (Luke 21:9-31). 

My friends, today is the oldest you've ever been, yet the youngest you'll ever be, so enjoy this day while it lasts. If you are reading this message today, it means only one thing, that you are still breathing, and you can repent and return to the Father before it is too late, and He will give you eternal life.
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