Sabbath Day Sermon of May 10, 2014.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Words of Comfort and Promise

For those Who Want to Know the Future
In two of our Bible classes this month, we listened to the interviews given by an Illuminati insider in which he spoke about those things that could make someone’s heart bleed regarding the evil that is going on in our world today, and of how worse it is going to get.  In his confession he told us how Satan’s agents operate in the world and the evil plan they have for the church of Jesus Christ. In his confessions this illuminati insider spoke of the rituals a candidate must go through to become a Pope, and what it means to be a Pope. He spoke about the forces of darkness operating in and around the Vatican, and the main reason Pope Benedict resigned from being Pope. He touched upon the plan of the dark rulers of this world to depopulate the world. He also spoke about the purging of the military of good men. In other words, the purging of true and God fearing Americans in the U. S Military. All these he said he has written in his book. If you ask, what do all these mean? Well it simply means that the end of liberty is around the corner. The signs are everywhere, and the Lord Jesus warned us about it in the Bible. 

In the event of all these, what is our hope as Christians? Our hope is that Jesus affirms, “I am the way to God; I am the truth about God; I am the life of God.” And he who would know God must come to him through Jesus Christ. He is the only way, the only truth, and the only life of God. All other ways are dead-end streets or even endless roads that lead to no place except to darkness and everlasting night. 
Jesus says, “I am in the Father and the Father in me. Whoever knows Jesus Christ as “God of God, light of light, very God and very God, begotten, not made and as being of one substance with the Father by whom all things were made,” knows the Father. Jesus gives reasons for this: he said so and we are to believe for his words sake; his works corroborate his words so that if his words seem unbelievable, then believe for his works’ sake. Jesus’ words show that the way to eternal life, though unseen by the naked eyes, is certain as assured as your trust in Jesus. He has already prepared the way to eternal life. The only issue that may still be unsettled is your willingness to believe. Of course, your unbelief cannot change what Jesus has said, that he is the only way to the Father.
The general scope of this chapter is in the first verse; it is designed to keep trouble from our hearts; now in order to do this we must believe: and to consider Heaven as our everlasting rest. Jesus Christ himself as our way. The great power we shall be clothed with by the prevalency of our prayers. The coming of another comforter. The fellowship and communion that should be between him, his disciples and us after his departure. The instructions which the Holy Ghost should give them and us. The peace Jesus Christ bequeathed to the Christians. Jesus Christ’s own cheerfulness in his departure. And this which he said to the believers is designed for the comfort of all his faithful followers.
A general caution which Jesus Christ gives to his followers against trouble of heart, especially when trouble comes our way: He says, “Let not your heart be troubled.” By allowing ourselves to be troubled by events or circumstances, we would be allowing ourselves to enter into temptations. Because it is intelligible to the Lord Jesus, who is acquainted with all our secret undiscovered sorrows, with the wound that bleeds inwardly; he knows not only how we are afflicted, but how we stand affected under our afflictions, and how near they lie to our hearts; he takes cognizance of all the trouble which his people are at any time in danger of being overwhelmed with; he knows our souls in adversity. Jesus Christ knows of the many things that would sometimes occur in our lives that would trouble us.

In the light of this, Jesus comforts you today in his Word; though a godly jealousy over ourselves is of great use to keep us humble and watchful, yet it must not prevail to the disquieting of our spirits and the damping of our holy joy. Jesus says, be not so troubled as to be put into a hurry and confusion, like the troubled sea when it cannot rest. He does not say, "Let not your hearts be sensible of the griefs, or sad because of them’’ but, "Be not ruffled and discomposed, be not cast down and disquieted,’’ (Psalm 42:5). Secondly, upon the word heart: "Though the nation and city be troubled, though your little family and flock be troubled, yet let not your heart be troubled. Keep possession of your own souls when you can keep possession of nothing else.’’ The heart is the main fort; whatever you do, keep trouble from this, keep this with all diligence.
There are other verses in the Scripture that describe eternal life, but they are full of promises. Here Jesus says, “I go to prepare a place for you;” I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.” As a Christian, you know the way to the place where Jesus has gone. Well if you are like Thomas was, and you do not really know where Jesus has gone, and you are wondering how you can know the way to God? Only through Jesus. Jesus is the way because he is both God and man. By uniting your life with his, you are united with God. Jesus tells you to look forward to eternal life because Jesus has promised it to all who believe in him. Although the details of eternity in the natural sense may seem unknown, we need not fear, he says, because Jesus is preparing for us and will spend eternity with us. Trust Jesus to take you to the Father, and all the benefits of being God’s child will be yours.
Jesus says he is the only way to God the Father. Some people may argue that this is too narrow, in reality, it is wide enough for the whole world to enter, if the whole world accepts it. Instead of worrying about how limited it sounds to have only one way, we should be saying, “Thank you, God, for providing a sure way to get to you!” We observe in verse 8 that even after Jesus had said all these to his disciples, like most people today would argue, “Philip said to Jesus show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” You may have heard some people, especially junk preachers say that Jesus never said that he was God. Now let us read from the Scripture what Jesus said in verse 9. Jesus answered Philip saying “Do you not know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father’ How can you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. As the way, Jesus is our path to the Father, as the truth, he is the reality of all God’s promises. As the life, he joins his divine life to ours, both now and eternity. Anyone who sees God dies, but anyone who sees God in his human form in the person of Jesus lives.
“He that has seen me has seen the Father.” Jesus is the visible, tangible image of the invisible God. He is the complete revelation of what God is like. Jesus explained to Philip, who wanted to see the Father, that to know Jesus is to know God. The search for God, for truth and reality, ends in Jesus Christ. Like some confused and deceiving preachers today, would argue that since matter is evil, that God would not have come to earth as a true human being in bodily form. Apostle Paul states that Jesus is the exact likeness of God, he is himself God, and yet died on the cross as a human being. Some have also said that God did not create the world because he would not have created evil. Apostle Paul says that Jesus Christ, who was God in the flesh, is the creator of both heaven and earth. Others have argued that Jesus could not have been the unique Son of God, but rather one of the many intermediaries, an Avatar, between God and people. Paul explains that Jesus Christ existed before anything else and is the firstborn of those resurrected (Micah 5:2). If you are reading this message today, and you are among those who have refused to see Jesus Christ as the source of salvation, insisting that people could find God only through special and secret knowledge. The Word of God affirms that a person can be saved only through Jesus Christ alone (Colossians 1:15; Hebrews 1:1-4).
The remedy Jesus prescribes against this trouble of mind, which seems to plague the lives of many; in general, is believe. Some read it in both parts imperatively, "Believe in God, and his perfections and providence, believe also in me, and my mediation. Build with confidence upon the great acknowledged principles of faith in God Almighty: that there is a God, that he is most holy, wise, powerful, and good; that he is the governor of the world, and has the sovereign disposal of all events; and comfort yourselves likewise with the peculiar doctrines of that holy faith in the Father of all which I have taught you.’’  As the world gets more evil by the day, most Christian are full of grief to thinking they will be easy prey to those who seek to run them down. Now, to silence these fears, Jesus Christ here assures us that we should be clothed with powers sufficient to bear them out.
As Jesus Christ has all power, Christians in his name, should have great power, both in heaven and in earth. Great power on earth: he or she that believeth on me as I know you do, the works that I do shall he or she do also. This does not weaken the argument Jesus Christ had taken from his works, to prove himself one with the Father that others in his name should do as great works, but rather strengthens it; for the miracles which the apostles wrought were wrought in his name, and by faith in him; and this magnifies his power more than anything, that he not only wrought miracles himself, but gave power to others to do so too. Jesus  assures believers of two things: (1). That they should be enabled to do such works as he had done, and that they should have a more ample power for the doing of them than they had had when he first sent them forth, (Matthew 10:8). Did Jesus Christ heal the sick, cleanse the leper, and raise the dead? So should they. Did he convince and convert sinners, and draw multitudes to him? So should they. Though he should depart, the work should not cease, nor fall to the ground, but should be carried on as vigorously and successfully as ever; and it is still in the doing. (2.) That they should do greater works than these. That they should work greater miracles; no miracle is little, but some to our apprehension seem greater than others. Jesus Christ had healed with the hem of his garment, but Peter with his shadow (Acts. 5:15 ), Paul by the handkerchief that had touched him, (Acts. 19:12).
When Jesus says we can ask anything, we must remember that our asking must be in his name, that is, according to God’s character and will. God will not grant requests contrary to his nature or his will, and we cannot use his name as a magic formula to fulfill our selfish desires. If you are sincerely following Jesus and seeking to do the will of God, then your requests will be in line with what he wants, and he will grant them (John 15:16; 16:23).  But how can you learn not to ask amiss? Jesus says, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. To learn of Jesus, you learn of his Word by reading your Bible every day (Matthew 11:29).

If you ask, why Christians say that Jesus is in heaven, but that he remains with us. How could this be? The Comforter, the Spirit of God himself came after Jesus was gone, purposefully, to care for and guide all believers. This happened to Jesus’ disciples just before his ascension (John 20:22), and to all the believers at the Pentecost (Act 2) shortly after Jesus ascended into heaven. The Holy Spirit is the very presence of God within us and in all believers, helping us live as God wants and building Jesus Christ’s church on earth. By faith we can appropriate his power each day. The Holy Spirit is a powerful person on our side, working for and with us. The Holy Spirit comes from the Father at the request of the Son and in Jesus name. The Holy Spirit resides in every believer’s heart, teaches believers all things, leads them in the truth, speaks as directed by Jesus, bearing witness to him, glorifying him, reminding Jesus’ followers what Jesus had taught, and tells his followers about the future. He will also convince the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment. Thus the coming of the Holy Spirit is tantamount to the coming of Jesus to our hearts. Experientially speaking, to have the Holy Spirit is to have Jesus Christ in your life. The Comforter or helper will teach us all things and will bring back to our memories things we have forgotten.
Sometimes people wish they knew the future so they could prepare for it. God has chosen not to give us this knowledge. He alone knows what will happen, but he tells us all we need to know to prepare for the future. When we live by his standards, he will not leave us, he will come to us, he will be within us, and he will show himself to us. God knows what will happen and because he will be with us through it, we need not fear. We do not have to know the future to have faith in God; we have to have faith in God to be secure about the future. To love Jesus is to keep his commandments. Jesus says that if you are going to follow him, you must be willing to obey him. Love is more than lovely words; it is commitment and conduct. If you love Jesus, then you prove it to him by obeying what he says in his Word. A true Christian reads his or her own Bible to know what it says first hand, and then you think about what you have read and do them.
“My peace I give unto you.” When Jesus was about to leave the world he made his will. His soul he bequeathed to his Father, his body he bequeathed to Joseph Arimathea, to be decently buried, his clothes fell to the soldiers, his mother he left to the care of John: but what should he leave to his poor disciples and us, who have left all things for him? Silver and gold he had none, but he left them and us which is infinitely better, his peace. “I leave you, but I leave my peace with you. I not only give you a title to it, but put you in possession of it.” Thank you Lord Jesus!
The end result of the Holy Spirit’s work in the lives of Christians is deep and lasting peace. Unlike worldly peace, which is usually defined as the absence of conflict, this peace is confident assurance in any circumstance; with Jesus Christ’s peace, we have no need to fear the present or the future. If your life is full of stress, allow the Holy Spirit to fill you with Jesus Christ’s peace (Ephesians 4:6-7). As Christians, Sin, fear, uncertainty, doubt, and numerous other forces are at war with us. Satan is working round the clock for an opportunity to enslave those who would not do his bidding through his agents and his demonic forces. But the peace of God moves into our hearts and lives to restrain these hostile forces and offers comfort in place of conflict. Jesus says he will give us that peace if we are willing to accept it from him.
As God the son, Jesus willingly submits to God the Father. On earth, Jesus also submitted to many of the physical limitations of his humanity (Philippians 2:6). Although Satan, the prince of this world was unable to overpower Jesus, he still had the arrogance to try. Satan’s power exists only because God allows him to act. But because Jesus was sinless, Satan has no power over him. If we obey Jesus and align ourselves with God’s purposes, Satan can have no power over us. If you ask why Satan is the prince of this world, and why does God allow his power to exist?  Actually, the power he seems to have, we gave it to him. It was originally ours as princes of the Almighty God. According to Satan himself, “It was delivered unto me” (Luke 4:6).  Delivered to him by whom if you ask? It was delivered to him in the Garden of Eden by Adam and Eve our first parents.  But in Jesus all things are delivered back to us, because Jesus is the safe keeper of all that our heavenly Father has created for us to enjoy, and Satan can have no power over us.
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