Sabbath Day Sermon of March 9, 2019
By Flint Chika, Bishop

The Purpose of Parables and the Parable of the Tares

Mathew Chapter 13:1-30

In this chapter Jesus Christ describes the different types of people that we find in the churches today.  Jesus says that no one comes to me except my Father brings the person to him. At the same time, he warns that there will be many who will invite themselves purposefully to trouble the true Church. In Mark 13:5, his disciples said to Jesus, “tell us when shall these things be?” Jesus answered them saying, “take heed lest any man deceives you.” 
If you ask, “How would the true church be subjected to deception?” Jesus answered, saying, “Many false Christs shall come in my name and shall deceive many.” Today the true Christians follow the true Jesus Christ who died for them to redeem them, while all the deceived people today in the fake churches having rejected Jesus’ warnings follow the teachings of the false Christs the sons of Satan also known as Lucifer (Mark 13:22, 23). Here is one of the false Christsthat Jesuswarned about and where he lives and worshipped (Mark 13:6):  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fj3GNId32hg
1-9. Jesus uses the sower to describe the several types of people that will have to deal with what he has said in His Gospel message to the whole world. He tells his parable saying that “as the sower spreads the seed which is a type of Jesus’ Gospel message, some of the seeds fell by the wayside, and the birds devoured them up; some fell upon stony places where there was no much soil and grew there, but because of not enough soil where they fell the sun scourged them and they withered away; some of the seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns sprung up and choked them; but others fell onto good grounds, and brought forth fruit, some a hundredfold, some sixty-fold, some thirty-fold.” If you have an ear to hear, this is for you to hear, says Jesus. In other words, you are responsible to use well what you have heard. My friends, who are you on the list of the soil, and where have you fallen? 

Jesus used many illustrations, or parables when speaking to the crowds. A parable compares something familiar to something unfamiliar helping us to understand spiritual truth by using everyday objects and relationships. Jesus’ parables compel the listener to discover the truth, while at the same time concealing the truth from those too lazy or too stubborn to see it. To those who are honestly searching, the truth becomes clear. However, when people reject Jesus, their hardness of heart drives away or renders useless even the little understanding they had.
The parable is intended to encourage spiritual “sowers”, that is, those who teach, preach, and seek to bring others to the Lord Jesus Christ. Although the man sowed good seed, not all the seed sprouted, and even the plants that grew had varying yields. My friends, don’t be discouraged if you do not always see results as you faithfully teach the Word. Belief cannot be forced to follow, but it is a miracle of God Almighty’s Holy Spirit as he uses your words to lead others to himself.
Human ears hear many sounds, but there is a deeper kind of listening that results in spiritual understanding. If you honestly seek God Almighty’s will, then you have a spiritual hearing, and these parables of Jesus will give you new perspectives.

10-13. Jesus’ parable of the seeds contrasts three kinds of wasted seeds with one kind of fruitful seed. Some of the seeds were wasted because they landed on bad soils: a footpath, rocky ground, and among thorns. But the seed that fell on good soil yielded great results. The parable uses repetition to emphasize the real point of the story. It explains why Jesus’ preaching of the Kingdom of God Almighty has not been universally accepted and encourages those who have accepted it to keep on bearing fruit in good deeds of faith. The seed growing in the good soil will achieve enormous results.

Jesus disciples ask him why he speaks in parable on the subject to the people when he could use simple and direct speech. Jesus answered saying that the gift of understanding is given to the disciples, that is those who have accepted Jesus Christ, but not to others and that the disciples are blessed with special sight and hearing. The other people could not understand his word because they fail to see and hear Jesus’ plain teachings about the Kingdom of God Almighty, so he was forced to use the mysterious speech of the parables.

14-17. Here Jesus speaks of the general lack of understanding of his teachings as the fulfillment of Isaiah 6:9-10. In Isaiah’s message, God Almighty told the prophet that the people would listen but not learn from his message because their hearts had hardened beyond repentance (Romans 1:18-32). God Almighty’s patience with their chronic rebellion was finally exhausted, and his judgment was to abandon them to their rebellion and hardness of heart. 

The spiritual disposition of the disciples or true Christians, the good soil render them capable of seeing and understanding, while the others remain incapable of seeing and understanding at all because their spiritual dispositions are not capable of allowing the seed to bear fruit. When Jesus spoke in parables, he was not hiding the truth from sincere seekers, because those who were receptive to spiritual truth understood the illustrations. To others they were only stories without meaning. This allowed Jesus to give spiritual food to those who hungered for it while preventing his enemies from trapping him sooner than they might otherwise have done.

How easy it is to agree with Jesus Christ with no intention of obeying. It is easy to denounce cares of this life and the deceitfulness of riches, and still, do nothing to change your ways. In light of eternal life with God Almighty, are your present worries justified? If you had everything you could want but forfeited eternal life with God Almighty, would those things be so desirable?

18-24. Here Jesus explains the four types of soil representing different responses to God Almighty’s Gospel message. People respond differently because they are in different states of readiness. Some are hardened, others are shallow, others are contaminated by distracting cares and filthy lifestyles, and some are receptive. My friends, what kind of soil are you, andhow has God Almighty’s Word taken root in your life? 
Jesus’ teaching gives the meaning to this parable. His teachings in this chapter are about God Almighty and his Kingdom. They explain what the Kingdom is really like as opposed to our expectations of it. The Kingdom of heaven is not a geographic location, but a spiritual realm where God Almighty rules and where we share in his eternal life. We join that Kingdom when we trust in Jesus Christ as Savior (John 18:36, 37).
25-30. The hearers of the parable of the seeds were clearly expected to draw some equivalences: the seed is Jesus’ Gospel message of the Kingdom of God Almighty; the good soil is proper dispositions; the bad soils are improper dispositions; the fruitful seeds are the believers. According to Jesus explanation, the bad soils are lack of understanding, superficiality, and division or the rejection of the Gospel message within oneself (John 14:21-24). The corresponding obstacles to believe are the “evil one”, tribulation or persecution, and worldly cares and the desire for wealth or abject depravity. In the good soil, however, the Gospel message of Jesus is taken in and yields remarkable results.

On the parable of the grain and the weeds, Jesus uses another agricultural comparison to explain the lack of universal acceptance of Jesus’ words. Jesus sowed good seed, but the evil one has sown a kind of weed that is difficult to distinguish from the good grain in the early stages of growth. The tares are the enemy infiltrators who have invited themselves and will trouble the Church. Many of these claim to be Christians, but hold the truth in unrighteousness. The parable concerns the proper attitude toward the mixed reception accorded to Jesus Christ. The harvest was and is still commonly used in the Old Testament to describe the Judgment day of the LORD, and so the advice is tolerance and patience until God Almighty renders his definitive decision. Thus, the believers are restrained from any attempt of forcibly rooting out the unbelievers before the Judgment Day. This separation will accompany the final appearance of the Kingdom of God Almighty.

The young tares and the young blades of wheat look the same and cannot be easily distinguished until they are grown and ready for harvest. Tares or unbelievers and wheat or believers must live side by side in this world. God Almighty allows unbelievers to remain for a while just as a farmer allows tares to remain in his field so the surrounding wheat isn’t uprooted with them. At the harvest, that is, on the Judgment Day, however, the weeds will be uprooted and thrown into the furnace. God Almighty’s harvest or Judgment Day of all mankind is coming. My friends, you better make yourselves ready by making sure your faith in Jesus Christ is sincere.
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[Now read Exodus 20:8-11; Matthew 5:17-19]
