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The Mercy of God Almighty Endureth Forever

Psalms 136: [1]

The Bible passage of today’s Sabbath Day sermon is wholly devoted to the praise of God Almighty’s mercy, in each of the twenty-six verses we have the expression: “His mercy endureth forever.” No doubt the Psalmist was full of this glad thought. Our hearts too should be filled with the blessed assurance. The everlasting, unchangeable mercy of God Almighty is cause for unceasing praise and thanksgiving.
Repeated throughout this psalm is the phrase, “for His mercy endureth forever.” This psalm is a responsive reading, the congregation saying these words in unison after each sentence. The repetition made this important lesson sink in. “Mercy” is a translation of a Hebrew word [chanan khaw-nan] that includes aspects of love, kindness, mercy, and faithfulness. In other words, we never have to worry that God Almighty will run out of love because his mercy flows from a well that will never run dry. 
My friends, if you ever stopped to list all the mighty acts or miracles in the Bible, you would be astonished. They cover every aspect of life. The more we think about what God Almighty has done, the more we can appreciate the miracles he has done for us individually---birth, personal development, loving friends and family, specific guidance, healing, salvation, the list goes on and on. If you think you have never seen or experienced a miracle in your life, look closer, you will see God Almighty’s power and loving intervention on your behalf. God Almighty still performs great miracles, and most importantly, is His mercies which endureth forever.
4-9. In the well-known Psalm 103, we read: “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me.” Yes,  “Bless the Lord, O my soul; who crowned thee with loving-kindness and tender mercies. Of all God Almighty’s attributes, mercy is the crown. May it be a crown upon our heads and in our lives. The Lord is merciful and gracious, and plenteous in mercy. As wonderful as God Almighty’s greatness is, so infinite is His mercy. As the heaven is high above the earth, so great is His mercy toward them that fear Him. What a thought. As high as heaven is above the earth so immeasurably and inconceivably great is the mercy of God Almighty waiting to bestow His richest blessing. 
The great things God Almighty for Israel, when he first formed them into a people and set up his kingdom among them, are here mentioned, as often elsewhere in the psalms, as instances both of the power of God Almighty and of the particular kindness he had for Israel. 
10-22. He brought them out of Egypt. That was mercy which endured long to them, and our redemption by Jesus Christ, which was typified by that, does indeed endure forever, for it is an eternal redemption. Of all the plagues of Egypt, the death of the first-born was the conquering plague (Psalm 135:8); by that God Almighty, who in all the plagues distinguished the Israelites from the Egyptians, brought them at last from among them, not by a wile, but with a strong hand and an arm stretched out to reach far and do great things. The Israelites typifying the Church, and the Egyptians the heathen world.
 These miracles of mercy, as they proved Moses’s commission to give the Law to Israel, so they laid Israel under lasting obligations to obey that law, (Exodus 20:2). He forced them away through the Red Sea, which obstructed them at their first setting out. By the power he has to control the common course of nature he divided the sea into two parts, between which he opened a path, and made Israel pass between the parts, now that they were to enter into covenant with him (Jeremiah 34:18). He not only divided the sea but gave his people courage to go through it when it was divided, which was an instance of God Almighty’s power over our hearts, as the former of his power over the waters. 
And, to make it a miracle of justice, as well as mercy, the same Red Sea that was a lane to the Israelites, was a grave to their Egyptian pursuers. There he shook off Pharaoh and his host. He conducted the Israelites through a vast howling wilderness; there he led them and fed them. Their camp was victualed and fortified by a constant series of miracles for forty years; though they loitered and wandered there, they were not lost. And in this, the mercy of God Almighty, and the constancy of that mercy, were the more observable because they often provoked him in the wilderness and grieved him in the desert. 
 He destroyed kings before them, to make room for them, not deposed and banished them, but smote and slew them, in which appeared his wrath against them, but his mercy, his never-failing mercy, to Israel. And that which magnified it was that they were great kings and famous kings, yet God Almighty subdued them as easily as if they had been the least, and weakest, and meanest, of the children of men. 
They were wicked kings, and then their grandeur and luster would not secure them from the justice of God Almighty. The more great and famous they were the more did God Almighty’s mercy to Israel appear in giving such kings for them. Sihon and Og are particularly mentioned because they were the first two that were conquered on the other side of Jordan. It is good to enter into the detail of God Almighty’s favors and not to view them in the gross, but in each instance to observe, and recognize, that God Almighty’s mercy endureth forever (Deuteronomy 1:4; Numbers 21:21-35).
23-26. These verses are intimately related to the previous verses. The Lord who made Israel a people by giving it this land continues to make it a people by ever rescuing it from its foes and giving it the product of the land. God Almighty’s everlasting mercy is here celebrated in the redemption of his church. In the many redemptions wrought for the Israelite Church out of the hands of their oppressors; when, in the years of their servitude, their estate was very low, God Almighty remembered them, and raised them saviors, the judges, and David, at length, by whom God Almighty gave them rest from all their enemies. 
But especially in the great redemption of the universal church, of which these were types, we have a great deal of reason to say, "He remembered us, the children of men, in our low estate, in our lost estate, for his mercy endureth forever. And because He so loved us that He sent his Son to redeem us from sin, and death, and hell, and all our spiritual enemies, for his mercy endureth for ever. He sent His Son to redeem us, and not the angels that sinned, for his mercy endureth forever.’’ In the provision He makes for all the creatures: He gives food to all flesh. 
It is an instance of the mercy of God Almighty’s providence that wherever he has given the life he gives food agreeable and sufficient, and he is a good housekeeper that provides for so large a family. In all his glories and all his gifts: Give thanks to the God of heaven. This denotes him to be a glorious God Almighty, and the glory of his mercy is to be acknowledged in our praises. The riches of his glory are displayed in the vessels of his mercy (Romans 9:23). It also denotes him to be the great benefactor, for every good and perfect gift is from above, from the Father of lights, the God of heaven; and we should trace every stream to the fountain. This and that particular mercy may perhaps endure but a while, but the mercy that is in God Almighty endures forever; it is an inexhaustible fountain.
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him. Here again, the psalmist speaks of God Almighty’s boundless loving-kindness and mercy. How frequently we have read these familiar words without the least thought of their immensurable greatness. Be still, and meditate until the heart responds in the words of Psalm 36: “Thy mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens.” “How excellent is Thy loving-kindness, O God Almighty, therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of Thy wings.” “Oh, Lord God Almighty continue Thy loving-kindness unto them that know Thee.”
God Almighty is good and merciful, He had done us well, O our souls rise, praise and thank God Almighty, for the wonderful mercy with which He crowns our lives, and in one accord we say: “Thy loving-kindness is better than life.”
God Almighty’s Word and Mercy go hand in hand, and “The Word of God Almighty is quick and powerful” (Hebrews 4:12). In relating with God Almighty, His Word and prayer are both indispensables; and in the inner chamber, that is, in your mind and spirit they should not be separated. In His Word, God Almighty speaks to us: in Prayer, we speak to God Almighty and obtain mercy. 
If you ask, how does the Word of God Almighty work? The Word teaches us to know the God Almighty to whom we pray; it teaches us how He would have us pray. It gives us precious promises to encourage us in prayer. It often gives us wonderful answers to prayer. 
The Word of God Almighty is not merely a collection of words from God Almighty, a vehicle for communicating ideas, it is living, life-changing, and dynamic as it works in us. With the incisiveness of a surgeon’s knife, God Almighty’s Word reveals who we are and what we are not. It penetrates the core of our moral and spiritual life. It discerns what is within us, both good and evil. The demands of God Almighty’s Word require decisions. We must not only read and listen to the Word, but we must also let it shape our lives.
The Word comes from God Almighty’s heart and brings His thoughts and His love into our hearts. And then the Word goes back from our hearts into His great heart of love, and prayer is the means of fellowship between God Almighty’s heart and the Christians’ hearts.
The Word teaches us God Almighty’s will, the will of His promises as to what He will do for us, as food for our faith, and also, the will of His commands, to which we surrender ourselves in loving obedience.
The more we pray, the more we feel our need for the Word, and rejoice in it. The more we read God Almighty’s Word, the more we have to pray about, and the more power we have in prayer. One great cause of prayerlessness is that we read God Almighty’s Word too little, or only superficially, or in the light of human wisdom, that is, without meditating on the Word.
It is the Holy Spirit through whom the Word has been spoken who is also the Spirit of prayer. He will teach us how to receive the Word, and how to approach God Almighty. How blessed would our inner chamber be, what power and inspiration in our worship, if we only took God Almighty’s Word as from Himself, turning it into prayer, and expecting an answer? It is the inner chamber, in the secret of God Almighty’s presence that by the Holy Spirit God Almighty’s Word will become our delight and our strength.
God Almighty’s Word in deepest reverence in our hearts, and on our lips, and in our lives will be a never-failing fountain of strength and blessing. Let us believe that God Almighty’s Word is indeed full of a quickening power that will make us strong, gladly to expect and receive great things from God Almighty. Above all, it will give us the daily blessed fellowship with Him as the living God Almighty.
“Blessed is the man whose delight is in the law of the Lord God Almighty; in His law doth he meditates day and night” (Psalms 1:2).
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