Sabbath Day Sermon of March 4, 2017.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Why Many In the World are Blind.

2 Corinthians Chapter 4.

If you have ever wondered why most people you know, or related to and those you come across in life cannot see what God Almighty has done in Jesus Christ to show his love for them. Again, if you have not realized why most of them are the way they are, Paul tells us that it is simply because the god of this world has blinded the minds of those who do not believe so that the light of the glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ should not shine on them. These people do not see and walk as true believers do, for we walk by faith, not by sight.
Thus, as it was for the ministers of the Gospel then and now we can expect to be criticized because we have renounced things of dishonesty, not to walk as crafty adulterers of the Word of God, or walk as those who are guilty of hidden works of darkness.  In this chapter Apostle Paul defends himself and his colleagues, of his time and true minister of the Gospel today by asserting that God Almighty’s word must be performed by good means suitable to a good end. He reminds us that the use of bad means for good ends is everywhere forbidden in the Scriptures. In another word, for the means of achieving the good end of anything to be justified, it must have first been justified at the beginning.
Thus, whether you are a preacher, teacher, or anyone else who talks about Jesus Christ, you must always bear in that you stand in the presence of God while doing it. He hears every word. When you tell people about Jesus Christ, you must be careful not to distort or sweeten the message or water it down to please our audience. A true Christian should simply let the Holy Spirit speak through him or her and proclaim the truth of God’s Word.

The Good News is open and revealed to everyone, except to those who refuse to believe. “Satan is the god of this world.” His work is to deceive, and he has blinded those who do not believe in Jesus Christ. In other words, anyone who does not believe in Jesus Christ is under the spell and control of Satan, there is no gray area. If you are not with Jesus, you are with Satan. This is one fact many Christians who are in denial cannot comprehend that even their loved ones could be under the control of Satan. 

Remember that we were all once with our loved ones and our friends in the world under the control of the god of this world, Satan. If none of them has accepted Jesus, we should realize that they are still where we left them after we separated ourselves and accepted Jesus as our Lord and savior. Again, since salvation is personal as the Bible says, then it would be wrong for a true Christian to think that they are saved for our sakes because we have been saved by Jesus. God Almighty might do things for them, preserve them for our sakes, but not eternal life until they come to Him themselves. If you ask, “How does Satan do his deceiving works?” The allure of money, power, and pleasure blinds people to the light of Jesus Christ’s Gospel. Those who reject Jesus Christ, preferring their own pursuit, have knowingly or unknowingly made Satan their god.
6-9. Let it be known that wherever God is not, there is darkness. But God’s Spirit overcomes the darkness in the souls of men and women by bringing them the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. Where there is no Gospel there is no true light. Thus the Church is to take Jesus, the light of the world, to the ends of the earth that all people may not sit in darkness forever. The focus of our preaching should be Jesus Christ, not ourselves. When you witness, tell people about what Jesus Christ has done (John 3:16-19), and not about your abilities and accomplishments. People must be introduced to Jesus Christ, not to you. Anyone who preaches about himself and herself directly or indirectly, rather than Jesus Christ, my friend, beware, he or she no doubt is a false teacher.
Paul loved and served the Corinthian Church even though some of the people who claimed to be Christians disappointed him in the way they led their lives. Serving people requires a sacrifice of time and personal desire. Being an employee of Jesus Christ or his follower means servicing others, even when they do not measure up to your expectations. 

As ministers of the Gospel we are weak, but our God is strong. The divine strength is demonstrated more through human weakness so that the weaker the human vessel the stronger the power of God appears. All God’s people have a treasure in them which consists in the knowledge of the glory of God Almighty in the face of Jesus Christ. God uses us to spread his Good News and gives us the power to do his work. Knowing that the power is his, not ours, should keep us from pride and motivate us to keep daily contact with God Almighty who is our power source. Our responsibility is to let people see God through us.
10-15. Paul speaks of his sufferings, trials, and distress which constituted a continual process of death as he preached the Good News, but he knew that they would one day be over and he would obtain God Almighty’s rest and rewards. Although these troubles were gradually killing him, and one day would kill him. But he had the consolation and joy of knowing that he was sharing an experience with Jesus Christ, who had been subjected to a gradual dying until at last, he went to the cross of Calvary. True Christians, therefore, should know that our perishable body is subject to sin and suffering, but God Almighty never abandons us. Because Jesus Christ has won victory over death, we have eternal life. God Almighty will never abandon anyone of us as long as we keep our own end of the bargain, which is to keep his commandments and status, trust him in everything we do and experience in life.



All our risks, humiliations, and trials are opportunities for Jesus Christ to demonstrate his power and presence through us. As we face these great troubles, it is easy to focus on the pain rather than on our ultimate goal. Just as athletics concentrate on the finish line and ignore their discomfort, we, too, must focus on the reward for our faith and the joy that lasts forever.
It was faith that kept Paul and the same should keep us from fainting as well. Paul quotes David, from whose words he gained strength and whose example he wished to imitate. True Christians should be careful to leave behind them a good example for others’ encouragement when they suffer for the sake of Jesus Christ’s Gospel. Paul’s perseverance should be our example, in that he concentrated on the inner strength that came from the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 3:16). My friend, do not let fatigue, pain, or criticism force you off the job. If you have for any reason taken your hands off the plow, I urge you to renew your commitment to serving Jesus Christ today and do it right now. Do not forsake your eternal reward because of the intensity of today’s pain. 

True Christians today have the need to be warned against apostasy, and to be told of the danger they are in of it and the danger they are in by it if they should apostatize themselves from the Gospel of Jesus Christ. God’s servants must be warned that they do not neglect his work and quit his service. One good means to keep us from falling is to keep up a holy fear of falling, Let us therefore fear; and (Romans 11:20) even those that stand by faith must not be high-minded, but fear, and must, therefore, be warned. There is a righteousness which a man may turn from, a seeming righteousness, and, if the righteous turn from this, it thereby appears that it was never sincere, how passable, how plausible soever it was; for, if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us, (1 John 2:19). 
There are many that begin in the spirit, but end in the flesh, that set their faces heavenward, but look back; that had a first love, but have lost it, and turned from the holy commandment.  When people turn from their righteousness they soon learn to commit iniquity. When they grow careless and remiss in the duties of God’s worship, neglect them, or neglect their duties for the Kingdom of God, they become an easy prey to the tempter, Satan. (Ezekiel 3:20-21; Ps. 19:11; Heb. 4:1; Romans 11:20). Your very weakness allows the resurrection power of Jesus Christ to strengthen you moment by moment if you will put your hand back on the Gospel plow today (Romans 8:11).
16-18. Faith looks at life from the long view, not the short one. Afflictions are temporary and limited, and should not diminish your faith or disillusion you. You should realize that there is a purpose in your suffering for the sake of Jesus’ Gospel. Problems and human limitations have several benefits: they remind you and me of Jesus Christ’s suffering for us; they keep us from pride; they cause us to look beyond this brief life; they prove our faith to others, and they give God Almighty the opportunity to demonstrate his power.  

If you ask, “What is this faith and hope that demand that I must endure all things?” Well, faith is the substance of the eternal life we hoped for in Jesus Christ. It is also the evidence of the promises of God Almighty we have not seen yet. In other words, we are saved by faith and the hope of receiving eternal life in Jesus Christ. Faith is the substance that helps us to hold on to hope that God Almighty will fulfill his promises. This hope is still unseen and can only be seen by faith--our spiritual eyes. If we can by faith see the real hope through our spiritual eyes, then we can patiently wait for this hope that we cannot in the natural see now but by faith alone. (Romans 8:24, 25; Hebrews 11-1, 11).
Two words also describe faith: confidence and certainty. These two qualities need a secure beginning and ending. The beginning point of faith is believing in God Almighty’s character that he is who he says. The end point is believing in God’s promises that he will fulfill his promises even though we do not see those promises materializing, we demonstrate true faith (John 20:24-31). 
Therefore, the wise Christian ought to be looking at things unseen, which are eternal, and so he or she labors in this temporal world with the sure knowledge that what lies before him or she is infinitely greater than anything he or she dreamed. Thus, whatever he or she suffers in this life means nothing in the light of eternity where the true Christians shall dwell forever.
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