Sabbath Day Sermon of March 3rd, 2018
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Only Jesus Is Worthy to Open the Book

Revelation Chapter 5
The Book or what is described as the Scroll is in the hands of the Almighty God as he sat on the throne. In John’s day books were written on scrolls, that is, pieces of papyrus or vellum up to 30 feet long, rolled up and sealed with clay or wax. The scroll John sees contains the account of what God Almighty has in store for the world. The seven seals indicate the importance of its contents. 
The scroll is written on both sides. There is no room for any additions. All the decrees of God Almighty are contained on the scroll, which outlines all that will transpire until the end of this present age. John did not know what is written on the scroll, for the testimony was sealed until Jesus Christ opened the scroll. It was this act of Jesus by breaking the seals and opening the seals that we have come to known what the future holds for the world and all that is in it.
The seals are located throughout the scroll so that as each one is broken, more of the scroll can be read to reveal another phase of God Almighty’s plan for the end of the world. No one in heaven, nor on earth was found worthy to open the book, neither to look thereon. “No one was found worthy,” includeall that are made in the image of God Almighty, and those not made in His image. These include the animals, non-human beings, the angels and demon spirits and those who live in the cities under the sea.
Here we have two allusions to the Old Testament Scriptures that have distinct messianic implication. One is Genesis 49:9, 10, which speaks of a lion’s whelp and of the scepter not departing from him “until Shiloh come.” The other is from Isaiah 11:1, “a shoot out of the stock of Jesse” “a rod out of the stem of Jesse.” The Lion, Jesus, proved himself worthy to break the seals and open the scroll by living a perfect life of obedience to the Father, dying on the cross for the sins of the world, and rising from the dead to show his power And authority over evil and death. 
Only Jesus Christ conquered sin, death, hell, and Satan himself; so only Jesus can be trusted with the world’s future.  The root of David refers to Jesus being from David’s family line, fulfilling the promise of the Messiah in the Old Testament. If you are reading this message, and you still do not believe Jesus is the Messiah, can you tell us when the Messiah was given to the Gentile nations because his people rejected him? My friends, the answer is in the Word of God Almighty in Isaiah 49:1-7.
5-10. The announcement was made before the throne saying, “Who is worthy to open the seals,” when no one responded, John wept for no man, no angel including Lucifer also known as Satan, no one came forward to open the seals to read the content of the book or scroll. Then one of the elders, that is, one among the twenty four who sit around the throne of God Almighty, calls John to look at the Lion, but when John looks he sees a Lamb. Jesus is pictured here as both Lion, symbolizing his authority and power, and a Lamb symbolizing his submission to the Father’s will (John 10:17, 18). Jesus Christ the Lamb was the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all mankind, therefore, only he can save us from the terrible events revealed by the scroll. 
Jesus Christ the Lamb of God Almighty won the greatest battle of all. He defeated all the forces of evil when he gave his life on the cross, taking away the sins of the world. In his next roll after defeating sin and death, will be as the Lion to lead the battle where Satan is finally defeated (Revelation 19:19-21). Jesus is victorious because of what he the Lamb of God Almighty has already done. Those that will be obedient to Jesus will participate in his victory, not because of their effort or goodness, but because he has promised eternal life to all who believe in him.

“A Lamb as it has been slain,” John sees the wounds inflicted on Jesus’ body during his trial and crucifixion; the wounds could still be seen (John 20:24-30). Jesus was called the Lamb of God Almighty by John the Baptist (John 1:29). In the Old Testament, lambs were sacrificed to atone for sins; the Lamb of God Almighty died as the final sacrifice for all sins (Isaiah 53:7; Hebrews 10:1-18).
The Lamb John saw has seven horns and seven eyes. The horns symbolize strength and power (1 Kings 22:11; Zachariah 1:18). We note here that although Jesus Christ is a sacrificial lamb, he is in no way weak. He was killed, but now he lives in God Almighty’s strength and power. In Jesus’ steps so are we strong when we are weak, for it is not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit says the LORD (Zachariah 4:6). The fact that God Almighty’s power show up in our weaknesses should give us encourage. As we recognize our limitations, we will rely on God Almightyfor our effectiveness rather than on our own strength, effort, or talent. Our limitations not only help develop Christian character, but it also deepen our worship, because in admitting them, we affirm God Almighty’s strength (2 Corinthians 12; 9, 10). The seven eyes are equaled with the seven lamps and the one Spirit (Zachariah 4:1-10). At the announcement of “who is worthy to open the seals and read the book,” Jesus came forward and took the book from the right hand of God Almighty. Thereafter was the worship of him ordained in heaven and on earth; that at the mention of the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW (Exodus 23:20).
“They sang a new song.” The song is new, for it goes beyond creation to redemption and exalts Jesus Christ, who is worthy because he was slaughtered, that is, he paid it all for sinners on the cross of Calvary; he has redeemed people from every tribe, nation, kindred, and tongue. He is the universal redeemer; through him the saved are made priests and kings unto their God and Father in heaven, and we shall reign on earth with him (Matthew 5: 5; Revelation 1:6). People from every nation are praising God Almighty before his throne. 
God Almighty’s message of salvation and eternal life is not limited to a specific people, culture, nationality or country. Anyone who comes to God Almighty in repentance and faith is accepted by him and will be part of this Kingdom. My friends, do not allow prejudice or bias to stop you from sharing Jesus Christ with others. Jesus Christ welcomes all people into this Kingdom.The religious leaders of Israel rejected the Messiah, and refused to propagate His true message, so God Almighty today has given the Messiah to the Gentiles and he is using them to bring his message to the end of the world (Isaiah 49:1-7).
Therefore, all believers sing praises to Jesus Christ for bringing us into the Kingdom of God Almighty and making us “kings and priests.” Although we are sometimes despised and mocked for our faith (John 15:17-27), in the future we will reign over all the earth on his throne (Luke 22:29, 30). You have now heard it from the mouths of those already in heaven that “Jesus Christ’s death made all believers priests of God Almighty; we are the channels of blessing between God and mankind. (1 Peter 2:5-9). If you ask, “What blessing?” My friends, the Gospel message will be a blessing to all that will receive it, because it comes with eternal life.
11-14. In this oratorio or a lengthy choral of praise the participants are living creatures, elders, angels, and all creation. The worship is to God Almighty on his throne and to the Lamb that was slain; both are God Almighty. At the end the four creatures shout, “Amen,” and the elders fall down and worship. The angels participating in the choral praise, are spiritual beings created by God Almighty who help carry out his work on earth. They bring messages, protect God Almighty’s people, offer encouragement, give guidance, bring punishment, patrol the earth, and fight the forces of evil. Of course, there are both good and evil angels, but because evil angels allied with Satan, they are fallen and have considerable less power and authority. Eventually, the main role of the good angels is to offer continuous praises to God Almighty (Revelation 19:1-3). 
We conclude that the scene in this chapter as described by John shows us that only the Lamb of God Almighty, Jesus Christ, is worthy to open the scroll, which contains the events of history. Now you know that Jesus, not Satan, holds the future. Jesus Christ is in control, and he alone is worthy to set into motion the events of the last days of history. My friends, call to Jesus today, and he will give you eternal life. Satan or Lucifer as known by his duped followers has already lost, and why give your life to the world’s infamous loser. Satan is the infamous criminal and enemy of God Almighty’s children who remains known only by the moniker of "Lucifer the loser”or should we say” Lucifer the ripper.”
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