Sabbath Day Sermon of March 31st, 2018.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Celebrating Our Deliverance in Jesus Christ
Deuteronomy Chapter 16

Today as we celebrate in remembrance of the day our Father in Heaven through his Son Jesus Christ delivered us and the whole world from sin (John 3:16-19), we are reminded by it that we are to come to the Father's House three times a year: for the Passover, the Feast of weeks, and the Feast of Tabernacles. Though one week only of this month was to be kept for the celebration, yet their preparations before must be so solemn, and their reflections upon it and improvements of it afterward so serious, as to amount to an observance of the whole month. 

2-8. That they must be sure to sacrifice the Passover in the place that God should choose (Deuteronomy 16:2), and in no other place, Deuteronomy 16:5-7. The Passover was itself a sacrifice hence Jesus Christ, as our Passover, is said to be sacrificed for us (1 Corinthians 5:7), and many other sacrifices were offered during the seven days of the feast (Numbers 28:19), which are included here, for they are said to be sacrificed of the flock and the herd, whereas the Passover itself was only of the flock, either a lamb or a kid: now no sacrifice was accepted but from the altar that sanctified it.

 It was, therefore, necessary that they should look up to the place of the altar, for, though the paschal lamb was entirely eaten by the owners, yet it must be killed in the court, the blood sprinkled, and the inwards burned upon the altar. By confining them to the appointed rule, from which they would have been apt to vary, and to introduce foolish inventions of their own, had they been permitted to offer these sacrifices within their own gates, from under the inspection of the priests. 
The month of Abib, or of new fruits, as the Hebrews translates it, corresponds to our March (or part of March and part of April), and was by a special order from God, in remembrance of the deliverance of Israel out of Egypt, and for the Christians from the sinful world through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. God has now proclaimed the month of Abib the beginning of the year (Exodus 12:2), which before was known to begin in September. This month they were to keep the Passover, in remembrance of their being brought out of Egypt by night; Egypt symbolizing the sinful world.
They were also hereby directed to have their eye up unto God in the solemnity, and the desire of their hearts towards the remembrance of his name, being appointed to attend where he had chosen to place his name, Deuteronomy 16:2,6. But, when the solemnity was over, they might turn and go unto their tents, (Deuteronomy 16:7). 
Some think that they might, if they pleased, return the very morning after the Passover lamb was killed and eaten, the priests and Levites being sufficient to carry on the rest of the week's work but the first day of the seven is so far from being the day of their dispersion that it is expressly appointed for a holy convocation (Leviticus 23:7; Numbers 28:18) It was the practice to keep together the whole week, (2 Chronicles 35:17).  That they must eat unleavened bread for seven days, and no leavened bread must be seen in all their coasts.
 "Thou Shalt eat no leavened bread with it." The bread they were confined to here is called bread of affliction. Because it is neither grateful to the taste nor easy of digestion, and therefore proper to signify the heaviness of their spirits in their bondage and to keep in remembrance the haste in which they came out. The case is so urgent that they could not stay for the leavening of the bread they took with them for their journey. 

The Hebrew scholars tell us that the custom at the Passover supper was that the master of the family broke this unleavened bread, and gave to everyone a piece of it, saying, This is (that is, this signifies, represents, or commemorates) which explains that saying of our Savior Jesus Christ, "This is my body the bread of affliction which your fathers did eat in the land of Egypt."  

The Gospel meaning of this feast of unleavened bread, apostle Paultells us in 1 Corinthians 5:7 that“Jesus Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us, and we have participated in the blessed fruits of that sacrifice to our comfort, let us keep the feast in a holy conversation, free from the leaven of malice towards our brethren and hypocrisy towards God Almighty, and with the unleavened bread of sincerity and love.”
Lastly, concerning the Passover, for what end it was instituted: "That thou mayest remember the day when thou camest forth out of Egypt, or when thou was save by Jesus Christ, not only on the day of the Passover, or during the seven days of the feast, but all the days of thy life” (Deuteronomy 16:3), as a constant inducement to obedience." Thus we celebrate the memorial of Jesus Christ's death at certain times that we may remember it at all times, as a reason why we should live to him that died for us and rose again.

We would come to the feast, celebrate and rejoice in the Father's House which is the place of His worship. At this New Year rehearsal, each of us is encouraged to give what he or she could give in proportion to what God Almighty has given to each of us during the past year. Now understand that God Almighty does not expect you to give more than you can, but you are blessed when you are able to give cheerfully. For some of us, 10 percent may be a burden. For most of us, it is too little. Look around at what you have received, and then give in proportion to what you have been given.
It is the will of God that his people should be a cheerful people. If those that were under the law must rejoice before God Almighty, how much more must we that are under the grace of the Gospel, which makes it our duty, not only as here to rejoice in our feasts, but to rejoice evermore, to rejoice in the Lord always. When we rejoice in God ourselves we should do what we can to assist others also to rejoice in him, by comforting the mourners and supplying the necessitous, that even the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow may rejoice with us (Job 29:13. 3). 
We must rejoice in God, not only because of what we have received and are receiving from him daily, but because of what he has promised, and we expect to receive yet further from him: because he shall bless thee, therefore thou shalt rejoice. Those that make God their joy may rejoice in hope,for he is faithful that has promised.
18-20. "Judges and officers shalt thou make thee in all thy gates, which the LORD thy God giveth thee, throughout thy tribes: and they shall judge the people with just judgment." Here these verses anticipate a great problem which also most Christians face after we have been delivered from the world religious system. Just as Israel's experience was when although they had Joshua as their national leader, they failed to complete the task and choose other spiritual leaders who would guide the tribes, districts, and cities with justice and God Almighty's Wisdom.

Unfortunately, because they did not appoint wise judges and faithful administrators, rebellion and injustice plagued their communities. It is a serious responsibility to appoint or elect wise and just officials. Failing to choose leaders who uphold justice can lead to much trouble, as Israel later discovered. America is learning the hard way for making the same mistakes in her choice of depraved leaders in her early years.  Today it is taking a great toll on the current president's in his effort to clean out the swamp that was created by the unwise leaders before him, who had no fear of the LORD.

20-19.   Today, we are reminded of the charge to do justice to all. We are to adhere to the principles of Justice, act by the rules of justice, imitate the pattern of justice, and pursue with a resolution that which appears to be just. The President, the Governor, the Judge, the magistrate, the Manager, the Supervisor, the worker is to do right to all and wrong to none. 

Today we hear of the term ‘social justice" originally a Catholic term, but it is a misnomer because it has an inherent injustice in its meaning. This term is known to mean uniform state distribution of society's advantages and disadvantages. Thus it is wrong for the government or magistrate to take what belongs to someone in order to give to a less fortunate person. Therefore, the notion of the redistribution of wealth is an assault on the principle of justice. 

21-22. No doubt some things are definitely wrong in themselves, others are inexpedient and may lead to sin. The pagan peoples would have groves of trees where images are set up. We are forbidden to plant a grove or even a single tree near God Almighty's altar. It might cause us to sin. No image, no statue, and no pillar is to be erected with the pretense that it is for the worship of the true Almighty God. God Almighty is Spirit and must be worshipped as such. You do not have to see anything to know that he is there and that he hears you (Hebrew 11:6).
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