Sabbath Day Sermon of March 28, 2020
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ’s Love for Us

“He shall glorify Me; for He shall receive of Mine, and Shew it unto you.”[KJV]
John 16 [:14]

Our Lord Jesus, in the last night, that He was with His disciples, warned them about further persecution, told them where, when, and why he was going away and assured them they would not be left alone. Fulfillment of Jesus' prediction happened with Stephen who was expelled from the “where” the synagogue and stoned to death (Acts 7:57-60). Saul who later became Paul, under the authority of the High Priest, went through the land persecuting Christians until he encountered the Lord Jesus on his way to Damascus (Acts 9:1-20). 

We note here that although God Almighty so loved the world that he gave His only begotten Son so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life (John 3:16); this world that God Almighty loves with infinite love, that he saves and does not condemn, seems oceans apart from the hating and persecuting world Jesus warns his disciples and us. In other words, the “world” can be the works of God Almighty’s hand (John 1:2-4), the object of his love (John 3:16-17), that is God Almighty’s world. But there is another world, too, what we in our time might call the epitome of worldliness, in which reign darkness and hatred, untruth and death. Of this world better entitled “anti-God Almighty’s world,” Satan is a prince (John 14:30; 16:11). The Christian community in the apostles’ time encountered it, and we are encountering it today; until Jesus returns.
However, Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit as a Comforter. He knew what lay ahead, and he wanted neither their faith nor ours shaken or destroyed.  My friends, God Almighty wants you to know you are not alone. You have the Holy Spirit to comfort you, teach you the truth, and help you. Although Jesus’ bodily presence was removed, they would realize His presence in them and with them in a wonderful way. The Holy Spirit as God Almighty would so reveal Jesus Christ in their hearts, that they would experience His presence with them continually. The Spirit would glorify Jesus Christ and would reveal the glorified Jesus Christ in heavenly love and power as He has continued to do in our time until Jesus returns.

7-12. “It is expedient that I go away,” meaning that unless Jesus did what he came to do, there would be no Gospel. If he did not die, he could not remove our sins; he could not rise again and defeat death, and take back the dominion Adam lost to Satan (Genesis 1:26-28; Luke 4: 6). If he did not go back to the Father, the Holy Spirit would not come. Jesus Christ's presence on earth was limited to one place at a time. His leaving meant he could be present to the world through the Holy Spirit. Jesus insists that grief is improper, for only his departure will assure the coming of the Holy Spirit. Into the Jesus-vacuum will come the Holy Spirit. This divine presence that was effectively experienced in the Apostles’ day by the community of believers in Jesus will be proof positive that disbelief in Jesus was sin, that justice was accomplished through Jesus’ passage to the Father, that the prince of evil has been condemned to defeat.

The Holy Spirit has three important tasks as described by Jesus which are: (1) convincing the world of its sin and calling it to repentance, (2) showing the standard of God Almighty’s righteousness to anyone who believes because Jesus Christ would no longer be physically present on earth, and (3) demonstrating Jesus Christ’s judgment over Satan. According to Jesus, not believing in Him is sin. If you think you believe in Jesus, but you also believe and pray to any other name, something else dead or alive; that makes you an idolater (Acts 4:12). A true Christian believes in Jesus and prays to Jesus directly not through any other medium or saint. Jesus Christ’s death on the cross made a personal relationship with God Almighty available to those who believe in the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross.

13-19. The truth into which the Holy Spirit guides the true Christians is the truth about Jesus Christ. He also helps us through patience practice to discern right from wrong. Jesus said the Holy Spirit will show them and us “things to come”, that is, the nature of our mission as His followers, the opposition we would face, and the outcome of our efforts. The disciples did not fully understand these promises until the Holy Spirit came after Jesus’ death and resurrection. Then the Holy Spirit revealed truths to the disciples as He does to us today, that they wrote down in the books that now form the New Testament. Jesus was referring to his death, now only a few hours away, and his resurrection three days later.

20-29. What a contrast between the disciples and the world. The world rejoiced as the disciples wept, but they would see him again in three days and rejoice. The disciples believed Jesus' words because they were convinced He knew everything. But their belief was only a first step toward the great faith they would receive when the Holy Spirit came to dwell in them. The world’s values are often the opposite of God Almighty’s values. This can cause Christians to feel like misfits. But even if life is difficult now, one day very soon we will rejoice. My friends, keep your eyes on the future and God Almighty’s promises.

Now, how little do Christians understand, believe and experience this glorious truth? We would fail in our duty as ministers, if in our preaching and teaching, we encourage Christians to love the Lord Jesus, without at the same time warning them that it is not a duty they can perform in their strength. No, that is impossible; it is God Almighty, the Holy Spirit alone, who will shed abroad His love in our hearts, and teach us to love Him fervently. Through The Holy Spirit, we may experience the love and abiding presence of the Lord Jesus Christ all day. For no one is capable of loving the Lord with all their heart without the help of the Holy Spirit.
But let us remember that the Spirit as God Almighty must have entire possession of us, not half and half. He claims our whole heart and life.  He will strengthen us with might in the inner man, so that we have fellowship with Jesus Christ, and keep His commandments, and abide in His love. Jesus is talking about a new relationship between the believer and God Almighty. Previously, in the Old Testament (Leviticus 16), people approached God Almighty through priests. After Jesus’ resurrection, any believer in Jesus could approach God Almighty directly. A new day has dawned and the time of veiled language will be over; now all believers in Jesus are priests, and the time of talking to God Almighty personally and directly will have begun for those who love Jesus Christ (Hebrew 10:19-23). We now can approach God Almighty directly, not because of our merit, but because Jesus, our great High Priest, has made us acceptable to God Almighty (John 1:12).

Through the Holy Spirit, what Jesus says in his Father’s realm is now transmitted to his followers. Jesus who once spoke in the flesh now speaks through the Holy Spirit.  In this sense, Jesus' earthly departure is a gain, for it enables the glorified Jesus to be present all the time and everywhere.

When once we have grasped this truth, we will begin to feel our deep dependence on the Holy Spirit and pray for the Father to send Him in power into our hearts. The Spirit will teach us to love the Word, to meditate on it and to keep it. He will reveal the love of Jesus Christ to us that we shall begin to see that a life in the love of Jesus Christ amid our daily life and distractions is a glorious possibility and a blessed reality.

In John 15:9 Jesus says “Even as the Father hath loved me, I also have loved you: abide in My love.”  In our relations with our friends, everything depends on their love for us and our love for them. Of what value is an abundance of riches, if love is lacking between husband and wife, or parents and children? And in our beliefs, of what value is all knowledge and zeal in God Almighty’s work, without the knowledge and experience of Jesus Christ’s love? As true Christians, the one thing needful in the inner chamber is to know by experience how much Jesus Christ loves you and to learn how you may abide and continue in that love.

Thinking about what Jesus said: “As the Father hath loved Me,” what a Divine, everlasting, wonderful love! “Even so have I loved you.” It was the same love with which He had loved the Father and that He always bore in his heart, which He now gave into the hearts of His disciples and ourselves. He yearns that this everlasting love should rest upon us, and work within us, that we may abide in it day by day. What a blessed life we have in Jesus! 
Because Jesus Christ is Lord and Master, he should call us servants, but instead, he calls us friends. How comforting and reassuring to be chosen and ordained as Jesus Christ’s friends. Because he is Lord and Master we owe him our unqualified obedience, but Jesus asks us to obey him because we love him. Jesus made the first choice to love and to die for us, to offer us eternal life. We make the next choice, to accept or reject his offer. Without his choice, we would have no choice to make (John 15:15, 16).
Jesus Christ desires every disciple to live in the power of the self-same love of God Almighty He Himself experienced. My brethren, do you realize that in your fellowship with Jesus Christ in secret or public, you are surrounded by and kept in this heavenly love? Let your desire reach out to this everlasting love. The Jesus Christ with whom you desire fellowship longs unspeakably to fill you with His love.

30-33. My friends, you ought to read from time to time what God Almighty’s Word says about the love of Jesus Christ. Meditate on the words of Jesus, and let them sink into your heart. Sooner or later you will begin to realize the greatest happiness of your love is that you are beloved of the Lord Jesus. You may live in fellowship with Him all day long. Let your heart continually say: His love for me is unspeakable, he will keep me abiding in His love; let this be your affirmation.

In 1 Peter 1:8, we learn of the wonderful description of the Christian life. People who had never seen Jesus Christ, and yet truly loved Him and believed in Him, so that their hearts were filled with unspeakable joy. Such is the life of a true Christian who loves his or her Lord Jesus Christ.

We have seen that the chief attribute of the Father and the Son, is love to each other and love to man. This should be the chief characteristic of the true Christian. The love of God Almighty and Jesus Christ has shed abroad in his or her heart, and becomes a well of living water, flowing forth as love for the Lord Jesus Christ.

This love that should be in us is not merely a blessed feeling. It is an active principle that we should apply to everything we do. It takes pleasure in doing the will of the beloved Lord Jesus. It is a joy to keep His commandments. The love of Jesus Christ for us was shown by His death on the cross, our love must be exhibited in unselfish, self-sacrificing lives. Only if we understood this, can we know that in the Christian life love for Jesus Christ is everything?

Great love will beget great faith. Faith in His love for us, faith in the powerful revelation of His love in our hearts, faith that He through His love will work all His good pleasure in us. When Jesus returns, the wings of faith and love will lift us to heaven, and we shall be filled with joy unspeakable. The joy of the Christian is an indispensable witness to the world of the power of Jesus Christ to change hearts, and fill them with heavenly love and gladness. 

All who love the Lord Jesus, we beseech you to take time daily in the inner chamber with Him anew to drink in His heavenly love. It will make you strong in faith, and your joy will be full. Love, joy, faith, these will be our life each day through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. As true Christians, we should expect continuing tension with an unbelieving world that is “out of sync” with Jesus Christ, his Gospel, and his people. At the same time, we can expect our relationship with Jesus Christ to produce peace and comfort, because we are “in sync with Him.

Jesus sums up all he had told them this night, tying together themes from John 14:27-29; 16:1-4; and 19:9-11. With these words, Jesus tells his disciples and us to take courage. Despite the inevitable struggles they will face, they are not alone.  Jesus does not abandon us to our struggles either. If we remember that the ultimate victory has already been won, we can claim the peace of Jesus Christ in the most troublesome times.  
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