Sabbath Day Sermon of March 27, 2021.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop
God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit

Matthew 28:19. KJV.

In today’s Passover Sabbath Day study, we would reflect on and or examine the story of the exodus of the Israelites and their journey which not only foreshadowed God Almighty’s plan for the salvation of the whole world but show how far God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit would go to keep a promise. First, He delivers them from slavery as from sin by the blood of the lamb on the doorposts and on the lintel typifying the blood Jesus Christ would have to shed on the cross for the sins of the world; He baptizes them in the Red Sea by emersion and separates them to Himself in the wilderness to get their attention and gives them his Law.
In Exodus chapter 23:20-23, we read of the Angel of the LORD that went before them. This angel possesses the name of God Almighty. In other words, this Angel is as good as God Almighty Himself, who in the form of a pillar of fire led and protected the Israelites, and kept the Egyptians away from them until they have safely crossed over.
Now long before all the signs and wonders that brought about their deliverance from Egypt, we read in Genesis 13:13, 14, that after Lot had separated from Abraham, God Almighty told Abraham to lift up his eyes to see the land He is going to give to his Seed forever [Genesis 3:15]. Then in Genesis 15:12-21, God Almighty in a dream gives Abraham the account of how He was going to make His promise come through; which are the things that we read in the Book of Exodus, of the creation of the nation of Israel and their exodus after four hundred and thirty years in Egypt to the Promised Land. 
In our day we find that it is evident that the same Angel of God Almighty who came for the Israelites and led them to the Promised Land came again; this time He came to give his life for the sins of the whole world. He died for our sins, and resurrected from the dead, and left behind His presence in the person of the Holy Spirit to stay with us and He ascended into heaven [Luke 22:44; 24:64; Romans 8:1, 34; Matthew 24:64]. Until He returns, the Holy Spirit is to protect us, to baptize us with fire, teach and help us in our journey until we arrive the Kingdom of God Almighty, like the Angel of God Almighty, did with the children of Israel in their journey to the Promised Land. 
For our learning, we are forewarned that because of unbelief, not all of them that experienced the miracles of God Almighty’s deliverance of them from Egypt entered the Promised Land [Hebrews 3:19; Romans 11:20-32].
Yes, Jesus Christ is that Angel of God Almighty that is as good as God Almighty. He was the Angel of God Almighty who spoke with Moses face to face, as Moses could not have seen the face of God Almighty and lived [Exodus 33:20]. He is the same Angel that is promised to Moses’ brethren [Deutoronomy 18:19], He had lunch in Abraham’s tent [Genesis 18:1-8], He is the light to the Gentiles [Isaiah 49:6], and He is the One that Philip told Nathaniel they have found [John 1:45]. He is the suffering servant [Isaiah 53]; He will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and supplication, and they shall mourn for piercing Him; their Messiah [Zechariah 12:10- 14]. His name is Wonderful [Isaiah 9:6]; He is from everlasting [Micah 5:2; John 1:1-14].
We read in John 17:3, Jesus said: “Father This is life eternal, that they might know Thee.” Now, what does it mean to know God Almighty, or to have the knowledge of God Almighty? To know God Almighty as His child is to know His Son Jesus Christ whom He sent to save us and has reconciled us with the Father [John 1:12-14; 3:16-21]. To know God Almighty is necessary for the spiritual life. It is life eternal. Not the intellectual knowledge we receive from others, or through our power of thought, but the living knowledge in which God Almighty makes Himself known through Jesus Christ to the soul. 
Of all things that are to be known, this is most evident, that God Almighty is to be feared, to be reverenced, served, and worshipped; this is so the beginning of knowledge that those who do not know this know-nothing. To the attaining of all useful knowledge, this is most necessary, that we fear God Almighty; we are not qualified to profit by the instructions that are given us unless our minds are possessed with a holy reverence of God Almighty, and every thought within us be brought into obedience to him. If any man or woman will do His will, he or she shall know of His doctrine; for the fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom [Proverbs 1:7].  
In this age of information, knowledge may be plentiful, but wisdom is scarce. Wisdom means far more than knowing a lot. It is a basic attitude that affects every aspect of life. The first step to wisdom is to “fear the Lord God Almighty,” to honor and respect Him, to live in awe of His power. My friends, faith in God Almighty should be the foundation for your understanding of the world, your attitudes, and your actions. Trust in God Almighty and He will make you truly wise.
If you ask, “What does it mean to have the fear of the Lord?” The fear of the Lord is to hate evil, pride, and arrogance, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate, says the Lord [Proverbs 8:13]. The more a person respects and fears God Almighty, the more he or she will hate evil. Love for God Almighty and love for sin cannot coexist. Harboring secret sins means that you are following evil within yourself. My friends, you must act today and make a clean break with sin and commit yourself completely to God Almighty through Jesus Christ. Even Satan our adversary knows and believes there is only one God Almighty, and he is smart enough that he trembles and falls on his face at the mention of His name [James 2:19].
How is it we so seldom experience this life-giving power of the true knowledge of God Almighty? Because we do not give God Almighty time enough to reveal Himself to us. When we pray we think we know well enough how to speak to God Almighty. And we forget that one of the very first things in prayer is to be silent before God Almighty, that He may reveal Himself. By His hidden but mighty power, God Almighty will manifest His presence, resting on us and working in us. To know God Almighty in the personal experience of His presence and love is life indeed.
In Matthew 28:19 the verse of our study, Jesus speaks of “Baptizing converts in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,“ Jesus' words affirm the reality of the Trinity. Some have said that the doctrine of the Trinity was made up by Christians and reading it into Scripture. Now you know that the concept comes directly from Jesus Christ himself. Jesus does not say in the verse to baptize them into the names, but into the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Thus the word Trinity describes the three-in-one nature of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. We are to baptize people because baptism unites believers with Jesus Christ in their death to sin and resurrection to new life. Baptism symbolizes submission to Jesus Christ, a willingness to live God Almighty’s way, and identification with God Almighty’s covenant people. This fulfills Jesus’ prayer that we in Him, He in the Father, and we are one family [John 17:21-23].
 God the Father. So, it is well we should remember that the doctrine of the Holy Trinity has a deep devotional aspect. As we think of God Almighty we remember the inconceivable distance that separates Him in His holiness from sinful people, and we bow in deep contrition and holy fear.  As we think of Jesus Christ the Son, we should remember the inconceivable nearness in which He came to be born of a woman, a daughter of Adam, and to die the accursed death, and so to be inseparably joined to you and me to all eternity. And as we think of the Holy Spirit, we remember the inconceivable blessedness of God Almighty having His abode in us, and making us His home and His temple through eternity [John 14:23; 1 Corinthians 6:19].
When Jesus Christ taught us to say, “Our Father, which art in heaven,” He immediately added,” Hallowed be Thy Name.” As God Almighty is holy, so we are to be holy too. And there is no way of becoming holy but by counting that name most holy, and drawing nigh to Him in prayer (Luke 11:2).
My friends, do you realize how often we speak that name without any sense of the unspeakable privilege of our relation to God Almighty. If we would just take time to come into contact with God Almighty and to worship Him in His Fatherly love, our mind and spirit would become to us the gate of heaven. If and when you pray to your Father in secret, bow very low before Him, and seek to adore His name as most holy. Remember that this is the highest blessedness of prayer. “Pray to thy Father who is in secret, and thy Father who seeth in secret shall reward thee openly” (Matthew 6:6-15). Now, remember not to use vain words as religious people do in the worship of their demon gods. By repeating the same words, for example, “Hail Mary” over and over again in a magic incantation is no way to ensure that God Almighty will hear your prayer. Rather it goes to prove that the prayer is not being offered to the One and only true God Almighty.
The Christian is not religious, but in a relationship with his or her Father in heaven, and he or she speaks to our Father as we would normally do; we do not repeat ourselves as if God Almighty cannot hear or understand us. God Almighty as a loving Father listens to us and knows the needs of His children even before we make our requests, but He wants us to ask in confidence and trust [Matthew 6:7, 8].
What an unspeakable privilege, to be alone with God Almighty in secret, and say, “My Father.” To have the assurance that He has indeed heard and seen you in secret, and will reward you openly. Take time until you can say: “I have seen the Father God Almighty face to face through Jesus Christ our Rock, and my life is preserved (Genesis 32:30).
God The Son. Observe how remarkable it is that the Apostle Paul in each of his thirteen Epistles writes: “Grace to you.” He had such a deep sense of the inseparable oneness of the Father and the Son in the work of grace, that in each opening he refers to both. This is a lesson for us of the utmost importance. There may be times in the Christian life when one thinks chiefly of God Almighty the Father and prays to Him. But later on, we realize that it may cause spiritual loss if we do not grasp the truth that each day and each hour it is only through faith in Jesus Christ and living union with Him, that we can enjoy a full and abiding fellowship with God Almighty [John 14:6; 6:44].
In the book of Revelations, we read of the Lamb in the midst of the throne John had seen One sitting on a throne. “And the four living creatures rest not day and night, saying Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come” [Revelation 4: 3, 8]. 
Later in Revelation 5:6, John sees “In the midst of the throne a Lamb as it had been slain:” Of all the worshipping multitude none could see God Almighty, but he first saw Jesus Christ the Lamb of God Almighty. And none could see Jesus Christ without seeing the glory of God Almighty, the Father and Son inseparably One.
Brethren, if you would know and worship God Almighty aright, seek Him and worship Him in Jesus Christ. And if you seek Jesus Christ, seek Him and worship Him in God Almighty. Then you will understand what it is to have “your life hid with Jesus Christ in God Almighty,” and you will experience that the fellowship and adoration of Jesus Christ are indispensable to the full knowledge of the love and holiness of God Almighty.
If you are reading this message today, we appeal to you to pause and speak these words in deepest reverence: “Grace and peace –all I can desire, from God Almighty and the Lord Jesus Christ.” Now take time to meditate on the words, and believe, to expect all from God Almighty the Father who sits upon the throne, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lamb in the midst of the throne. Then you will learn truly to worship God Almighty. Again, return as often as you like to this sacred scene, to give “glory to Him that sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb” [Revelations 5:13].
God The Holy Spirit.  In our communion with God Almighty in the inner chamber, we must guard against the danger of seeking to know God Almighty and Jesus Christ in the power of the intellect or the emotions. The Holy Spirit has been given for the express purpose that “by Him, we may have access to the Father through the Son.” We must beware lest our labor is in vain because we do not wait for the teaching of the Spirit [John 14:16-18; 16:9-11].
Jesus Christ taught His disciples this truth in the last night before His death on the cross. Speaking of the coming of the Comforter, He says: “in that day ye shall ask the Father in My name; ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full” [John 16:23, 24]. My friends, let us hold fast the truth that the Holy Spirit was given with the one great object of teaching us to pray. He makes the fellowship with the Father and the Son a blessed reality. Be strong in the faith that He is working secretly in you and I, as we enter the inner chamber, let us give ourselves wholly to His guidance as our Teacher in all our intercessions and adoration.
When Jesus Christ said to the disciples on the evening of the day after His resurrection, “Receive ye the Holy Ghost,” it was, for one thing, to strengthen and fit them for the ten days of prayer before Pentecost, and their receiving the fullness of the Spirit. This suggests to us three things we ought to remember when we draw nigh to God Almighty in prayer:
First, we must pray in the confidence that the Holy Spirit dwells in us, and yield ourselves, in the stillness of soul, definitely to His leading. Take time for this.
Second, we must believe that the “greater works” of the Spirit for the enlightening and strengthening of the spiritual life, the fullness of the Spirit, will be given in answer to prayer.
Third, we must believe that through the Spirit, in unity with all God Almighty’s children, we may ask and expect the mighty workings of that Spirit on His Church and people. 
“For him or she, that believeth in Me, as the Scriptures hath said, out of his or her belly shall flow rivers of living waters” [John 7:38]. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]My friends, “Believest thou this.” For he or she that believest shall receive, and he or she that seekest shall find the truth of God Almighty, and His Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Grace to you and peace from God Almighty our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen!
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