Sabbath Day Sermon of March 26, 2016.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The ARGUMENTS OF A FOOL
Proverbs Chapter 26

In this chapter of the Proverbs, we are told that as the snow in summer, and as rain in harvest, so honor is seemly for a fool. In other words, it is too common a thing in today’s society for honor to be given to fools, who are utterly unworthy of it and unfit for it. This proverb makes a lot of sense the fact that we have always thought that an educated man or woman who studied at Harvard, at Stanford, at Oxford or in any of the so called prestigious Universities cannot be a fool. Therefore, he or she is worthy of the position of leadership. This is the criteria by which we have always elected people to serve in our nation’s government. Well, this explains why our nation and the rest of the world is governed by many people who are depraved and fools of the highest order, that are as we speak are deliberately leading the nations to Satan’s hellish kingdom by the laws they promulgate. 
2-4. People curse others for no good reason and think thereby to gain their point and bind the conscience of the one cursed. Witches get paid to put curses on people all the time. But the Scripture tells us that if you are cursed without a cause, you need not fear such imprecations. Curses on an innocent person, especially on a true Christian do them no harm, because such curses go to waste and are like birds that fly overhead without ever landing on the head of the innocent.
“A whip for the horse, a bridle for the ass, and a rod for the fool’s back:”  wicked people are compared to the horse and the ass, so brutish are they, so unreasonable, so unruly, and not to be governed but by force or fear, so low has sin sunk such people, so much below themselves. Most people could be said to have been indeed born like the wild ass’s colt, while some by the grace of God are changed, and become rational. Unfortunately, others by custom in sin are hardened, and become more and more sottish or stupid, as the horse and the mule, (Psalm 32:9). Direction is here given to the wise to use these tools accordingly when dealing with such people. We the people, instead of giving honor to a fool, must put disgrace upon him—instead of putting power into his hand, must exercise power over him. A horse unbroken needs a whip for correction, and an ass a bridle for direction and to check him when he would turn out of the way; so is a fool and a vicious man, who will not be under the guidance and restraint of faith in God Almighty and understanding. A fool ought to be whipped and bridled, to be rebuked severely, and made to understand for what he has done amiss, and to be restrained from offending any more.
“Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like him:” wise people have need to be directed how to deal with fools; and they have never more need of wisdom than in dealing with such, to know when to keep silence and when to speak, for there may be a time for both. In some cases a wise man will not set his wit to that of a fool so far as to answer him according to his folly. "If he boasts of himself, do not answer him by boasting of thyself. If he rail and talk passionately, do not thou rail and talk passionately too. If he tells one great lie, do not thou tell another to match it. If he calumniates thy friends, do not thou calumniate his friends. If he banters, do not answer him in his own language, lest thou be like him, even thou, who knows better things, who hast more sense, and hast been better taught.’’ 
However, in other cases, a wise man will use his wisdom for the conviction of a fool, when, by taking notice of what he says, there may be hopes of doing good, or at least preventing further, mischief, either to himself or others. "If you have reason to think that your silence will be deemed an evidence of the weakness of your cause, or of your own weakness, in such a case answer him. Let it be an answer to the man or woman suiting a fool. Beat the fool at his or her own weapons, and that will be an answer to the point, or as good as one. If he or she offers anything that looks like an argument, an answer that, and suit thy answer to his case. If he thinks, because thou dost not answer him, that what he says is unanswerable, then give him an answer, lest he be wise in his own conceit and boast of a victory.’’ For wisdom’s children must justify her (Luke 7:35).
5-10. “Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit: to recommend wisdom to us, and to quicken us to the diligent use of all the means for the getting of wisdom, Solomon here shows that fools are fit for nothing; they are either sottish or stupid people, who will never think and design at all, or are vicious men, who will never think and design well. They are not fit to be entrusted with any business, not fit to go on an errand. He or she that does but send a message by the hand of a fool, of a careless heedless person, one who is so full of his jests and so given to his pleasures that he cannot apply his mind to anything that is serious, will find his or her message misunderstood, the one half of it forgotten, the rest awkwardly delivered, and so many blunders made about it that he might as well have cut off his legs, that is, never have sent him” 
“In the mouth of a fool, a parable becomes as useless as a paralyzed leg.” Some people are so blind that they would not get much wisdom from reading these proverbs. Only those who want to be wise have the receptive attitude needed to make the most of them. If we desire to learn from them, God responds and pours out his wisdom to us. Sometimes when someone in a group causes discord of dissension, the leader tries to make him loyal and productive by giving him a place of privilege or responsibility. This does not always work. The dissenter’s new power may be just what he needs to manipulate the group.

Normally the first prick of a thorn alerts us, and we remove the thorn before it damages us. A drunken person may not feel the thorn, and so it works its works its way into his flesh. Similarly, a fool may not feel the sting of a parable, because he does not see where it touches his life. Instead of taking its point to heart, a fool will apply it to someone else, his employer, his spouse, his church or whomever he is rebelling against. The next time you find yourself saying, “So-and-so should really pay attention to that, “stop and ask yourself “is there a  message in it for me?” 
11-18. “As a dog returns to its vomit, so a fool returns to his folly:” this earthly instruction should caution the listener to follow its instructions. A dog will vomit and then return to eat what it has just thrown up. So is the man or woman who sins, becomes aware of what he or she has done, and as it were, vomits it up. He or she then returns to do the very thing that caused him to sin in the first place. Apostle Peter applies this adage in 2 Peter 2:22, saying that to those who have known the way of righteousness but have turned away from, it is like a dog eating its own vomit. John the apostle describes such people as lukewarm people, and assures the reader that God will spue such people out of his mouth (Revelation 3:16).
Yanking a dog’s ear is a good way to get bitten, and so is interfering in arguments that does not concern you, is a good way to get hurt. Many times both people arguing with each other will turn on the person who interferes. Therefore, it is best simply to keep out of arguments that are not of your business. If you must become involved, try to wait until the two that are arguing have stopped fighting and cooled off at it a bit. Then maybe you can help them mend their differences and their relationship
20-26. He who for jest employs fraud or falsehood against his or her neighbor commits a sin. “He that sins in jest or is in the habit of issuing bad and immoral jokes, then excuses himself later, must repent in earnest, or his sins will be his ruin (Proverbs 18:21). A false bearer is a bearer of falsehood and a malicious retailer of gossip, however true the facts may be. He feeds the lives of contention with fuel and enjoys the blaze. Those he attacks with his gossip are wounded not as though they had been struck by a spear that pierced their innermost parts. Talking about a very little irritation only keeps the fires or anger going. Refusing to discuss them cut the fuel line and makes the fires die out. If someone is always irritating you, you must decide not to complain about the person, and see if your irritation dies from the lack of fuel.

“He that hateth dissembleth with his lips,” means and warns us that a person with hate in his or her heart may sound pleasant enough, but we are not to believe his or her words. In other words, He or she that hates his neighbor, and is contriving to do him or her a harm, yet dissembles with his lips, that is, professes to have  respect for the neighbor, talks kindly with his or neighbor, as Cain with Abel (Genesis 4:8), asks Art you in health, my brother? As Joab did to Amasa (2 Samuel 20:9), that his malice many not be suspected and guarded against, and so this person may have fairer opportunity to execute the purpose of his or her intensions. This person lays up deceit within, that is, he or she keeps in h is or her min the mischief he intends to do his or neighbor till he or she catches his neighbor at an advantage.
27. The wicked will discover that the pit they dig for others is the pit they fall into themselves. And he who starts a stone rolling to the hurt of his or her neighbor will be crushed by the stone he or she first moved. The most detestable lies are two sorts of lies equally detestable: a slandering lie, which avowedly hates those it is spoken. A lying tongue hates those that are afflicted by it; it afflicts them by calumnies and reproaches because it hates them, and can thus smite them secretly where they are without defense.  It hates them because it has afflicted them and made them its enemies. 
The mischief of this is open and obvious; it afflicts, it hates, and owns it, and everybody sees it. A flattering lie, which secretly works the ruin of those it is spoken. In the former, the mischief is plan, and people guard against it as well as they can, but in this it is little suspected, and people betray themselves by being credulous of their own praises and the compliments that are passed upon them. A wise man therefore will be more afraid of a flatterer that kisses and kills than a slanderer that proclaims war.
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