Sabbath Day Sermon of March 25, 2017.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Lamb and the 144,000
Revelation chapter 14
In Revelation 13, we learned of the onslaught of evil that will occur when the evil trinity: satan, the first beast, the false prophet and their helpers control the world. Chapter 14 gives a glimpse of eternity to show believers what awaits them if they endure till the end when Jesus returns. The Lamb is the real Messiah-Jesus. Mount Zion or Sion is another name for Jerusalem, the capital of Israel, and it is contrasted with the worldly empire as it has been formented by the sorogates of the New World Order. 

The Number 144,000 some would say is enigmatic or mysterious. Some have said that it is a figure of speech denoting the Church represented by the 144,000. While some think the 144,000 are martyrs who have sealed their testimony with their blood. But the statement that they have not defiled themselves with women is another point about which we would attempt to connect the dots in this message. 

6-7. We observed that the event seems to be placed in heaven, probably in the New Jerusalem, because the passage says that these were redeemed from the earth. The Lamb is present and so are some of the people of God Almighty. Since it follows hard on the emergence of the two beasts of the sea and earth, it may well depict the suffering of a persecuted Church of whose members have on their foreheads the mark of God Almighty rather than the number of the beast 666 or SFS. 
The 144,000 are first mentioned in Revelation 7 where we saw that as it was  also in Ezekiel 9:4, the hurting of the Earth is held back until God’s servants are sealed. John sees in a vision that there are 144,000 that are sealed of the children of Israel, not Jews nor of the nations. If you ask, “Who are these 144,000?” These would be the remnants of the tents of the children Israel after the LORD destroys all the nations that will come against Jerusalem (Zechariah 12:7-14). Here we learn that after the 144,ooo were sealed of the children of Israel, then verse 9 of chapter 7 describes what looks like the Church comprising of the redeemed of all nations, and kindreds, and people and tongues. These are also clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands. These cried with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne and unto the Lamb.” Now understand that the Bible tells us that “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).  Therefore, none of these whether of the 144,000 or the great multitude would have been redeemed without identifying themselves with Jesus Christ and being saved by his precious blood.
These people are true believers whose robes have been washed and purified by Jesus Christ’s blood through his death and resurrection. In the Old Testament, idolatry was often portrayed as spiritual adultery. So, their virginity is best understood symbolically, meaning they are free from involvement with the pagan world system. These believers are spiritually pure and have remained faithful to Jesus Christ. They have followed him exclusively, and they have received God Almighty’s reward for staying committed to him.
When we come to Revelation 7, especially verse 9 in John’s vision we know this is referring to the spiritual Israel, the nation that God Almighty has set up as those being descendants of Jesus, where anyone who chooses to follow Him is a part of that nation. In Revelation 14 John is still looking and he sees a Lamb the Son of God Jesus, and with Him were 144,000 with the Fathers name written in their foreheads. The forehead is the seat of thinking, so these people have internalized God’s character. They were of the tribes of the children of Israel redeemed from the Earth. They become saints through the grace of Jesus Christ, not of works (Zechariah 12:10). They were virgins, not in the literal sense, for God considers marriage honorable and the bed is holy and undefiled (Hebrew 13:4). Celibacy offers no spiritual advantage and the Bible does not teach it. 

Here we read of the appearance of three angels, each with a message. The first angel, in line with the everlasting gospel, speaks of God’s mercy and justice and announces that divine judgment is about to fall. The second angel looks toward the destruction of the Mystery Babylon. The third angel speaks of the wrath of God directed against those who worship the beast and receive his mark on the forehead or the hand. The saints are called upon to endure, and those who endure unto death are designated as specially blessed. 
The three angels message appears to be a mixture of a final worldwide appeal and judgment. On one hand it is an appeal to all people to recognize the one true God Almighty, but on the other hand, it is an announcement of judgment rather than appeal. No one will have the excuse of never having heard God’s truth. The people of the world have had their chance to proclaim their allegiance to God Almighty, and now God’s great judgment is about to begin. My friends, if you would like to be on the LORD’s side, you must declare it today before it is too late to do so. Call to Jesus and he will save you.
8-16. Identifying Mystery Babylon with any known city or nation with certainly might be difficult because it is a religious system with a lot of secrets, and does exist in many nations. But it is not impossible to identify the existence of the Mystery Babylon wherever she is welcome. Although she is governed by secrets, but she is again identifiable by her pagan anti-Christian religious practices, symbols and festivals her followers celebrate. The church of Rome claims that not only does it possess the power of the two beasts of Revelation 13, but she is the harborer of the Mystery Babylon religious worship and the leader of the ecumenical world religion. In John’s day, Rome was the most favored identification of Mystery Babylon, the capital city of Italy, where the emperor of Rome resided when the Revelation was written. 
Revelation 17:4, 5 describes a woman arrayed in purple and scarlet, called Mystery Babylon the Great. “The woman represents the great city that rules over the kings of the earth.” In Revelation chapter 16: 17-18, John sees Mystery Babylon about to be destroyed, and in chapter 18 Babylon has fallen. Whatever the final identification, from these Bible passages, it is clear enough that Mystery Babylon kills faithful Christians as Rome was to the early Christians and still is today.  Mystery Babylon seduces people under its dominion, sharing its wealth with the merchants of the earth, who in the end shall suffer with it. It is a world center of idol worship, so Rome is still the most favored identification of the Mystery Babylon. At last Babylon shall be thrown away and she shall disappear forever (Revelation 18:21).

Those who worship the beast, accept his mark on their foreheads and operate according to his world economic system will ultimately face God’s judgment. The world of the beast values money, power, and pleasure over God’s leadership. To get what the world offers, many people deny God and violate Christian principles. This is the reason most people who consider themselves Christians today but corvet the worldly lifestyle, could end up in a different place than in heaven (Matthew 7:21-27). In the Lake of Fire they will drink the cup of God’s wrath (Psalm 75; Isaiah 51:17).
The ultimate result of sin is unending separation from God. Since the human being is created in the image of God with an inborn thirst for fellowship with him, separation from God will be the ultimate torment and misery for those who would end up in the Lake of Fire. There is something to learn from what the demon spirit known as mamon said to Vagalas a former witch doctor when he lived in the city under the sea during a conversion about Jesus. Mamon said to Vagalas, “Only one man, meaning “Jesus” gives rewards to those who repent, we demons cant’s repent, but you humans can.” Sin always brings misery, but in this life, we can choose to repent and restore our relationship with God Almighty. My friends, if you are reading this message, you should know that after you have taken your last breath, and rigor mortis has set in there will no longer be an opportunity for repentance (Hebrews 9:27).
 Therefore, if in this life you choose to be independent of God Almighty, you should know that in the next life you will be separated from him forever. That is how it works. If you ask “Why would that be my fate if God is love?” Well nobody forced you to choose eternal separation from God, and nobody suffers this fate by accident. There is no grey area. You will either choose to go to heaven with Jesus or go to hell with Lucifer also known as satan. If you are still alive, the good news is that Jesus invites you to open the door of your heart to him to come in and give you eternal life. If you will do this today, NOW, you will enjoy everlasting fellowship with him here now and in eternity.

17-18. In the revelation we find this segment to be climactic. The Church of Jesus Christ is to be delivered and the enemies of God are to be destroyed. This news about God’s ultimate triumph should encourage all true Christians to remain firm through every trial and persecution. You can do this, God promises and you must persevere by trusting in Jesus and obeying the commands in his Word. 

There are a harvest and a vintage. The wheat and the tares have grown together. Now is the time for harvesting and separating the chaff from the wheat. This is an image of judgment. Jesus Christ is separating the faithful from the unfaithful like a farmer harvesting his crops. In verse 14 John sees the Son of man or Jesus on the throne having a golden crown on his head, and in his hand a sharp sickle. But he seems to hesitate thrusting his sickle until one of the avenging angels from the Temple cried out to him with a loud voice urging him to thrust in his sickel, then did he thrust his sickle on the earth. 

My friend, this shows how much Jesus loves the sinners even in their rebellion; he hesitated to thrust his sickle, because if it were up to him, he would have allowed more time so none would perish. But the avenging angels have their orders, so they use their sickles to cut and gather the vintage to be thrown into the wine press, which is called the wrath of God Almighty. At last, the victory of God over his enemies will be fulfilled. This is a time of joy for the true Christians who have been persecuted and martyred; they will receive their long-awaited reward. A Christian should not fear the last judgment if you kept Jesus’ Word “Verily, verily, I say unto you, he or she that heareth my word, and believeth on Him that sent me, hath everlasting life and shall not come into condemnation, but is passed from death unto life (John 5:24; John 14:15-24).
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