Sabbath Day Sermon of March 24th, 2018
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop
The Sealing of God Almighty’s People
Revelation Chapter 7
In chapter six we saw the opening of six seals in this order: The opening of the first seal revealed the white horse and its rider symbolizing the Gospel message and Jesus the one riding the horse, that is, the one controlling the Gospel message. The second horse is red which comes after the rider of the white horse has accomplished the spreading of the Gospel message to all nations (Matthew 24:14). Then will the purge begin. Thereafter, the rider of the red horse is given power to take peace from the earth to make people kill each other for the fun of it. The movie “The Purge” should help you to understand how the event will unfold, as the agents of satan work to fulfill prophecies, purposefully to confuse the simple. 
If you ask, “Is it possible for Christians to be deceived? My friends the answer is “Yes”. So convincing will be the arguments and proofs from deceivers in the end times that it will be difficult for many not to fall away from Jesus Christ. If you are prepared, Jesus says, you can remain faithful, but if you are not prepared you will turn away (2 Thessalonians 2:1-3; Matthew 24:10-13). The only way to prepare is to study God Almighty’s Word and live by its instructions each day (Mark 13:33). To overcome in the end times, Jesus must be honored in your life every day.
The third horse is black and the rider had a pair of scales for measuring food, that is, famine. You may have noticed how much food packages in the stores have shrunk. The fourth horse is a pale horse, and its rider is death, and it has hell following very closely behind him for the harvesting of unbelievers’ souls. These will kill many by sword, famine, and plague, and by wild beasts busting into peoples’ homes and eating them up for food. The fifth seal revealed the dwelling place of the dead in Jesus Christ under the altar in heaven. The opening of the six seal is the beginning of the great earthquakes. The sun turned black, the moon turned into blood red and the stars fell to the earth burning it up and everything in its path.
1-3. Now before the seventh seal is opened, there is an interlude, after which the last seal will be opened. There are now four angels covering the four corners of the earth and holding the four winds. The judgment that is about to fall is universal, no one can escape except those who have the seal of God Almighty on their foreheads and are made secure. We have no doubt that the sealing comes before the judgment itself falls. The sealed are those chosen by God Almighty. The seal guarantees the preservation of those sealed against the judgment that falls on the unsealed. There will be no escape for those who have rejected Jesus Christ.
Normally, the announcement of the terrible Day of Judgment would be followed by the vision of God Almighty coming forth in judgment. Here the revelation given to John breaks into that pattern to answer the question of who can withstand (Rev. 6:15), and by describing the sealing of two groups. Again, as in the subject of the tribulation, here interpreters are divided over the identity of the 144,000. 
Some think that they represent the righteous of Israel. Others argue that they represent Christians, who could also speak of themselves as the “twelve tribes as in James 1:1. We know that there is only one way to the Father, and that is through Jesus. Again, if anyone who receives Jesus becomes a Christian, then the 144,000 would also be Christians or they would not be standing with Jesus, for there are no Jews or Gentiles in the house of God Almighty (Galatians 3:28; John 10:15-16).
5-8. Here, for the sake of the elect, God Almighty is holding back the four angels who are about to let loose the divine storm winds. They will come from the four corners of the earth as signs of the divine wrath (1 Kings 19:11; Jeremiah 49:36; Ezekiel 37:9; Zechariah 6:5). The number of the sealed was one hundred and forty-four thousand of the tribe of the children of Israel. The tribe of Dan is omitted. This is a different list from the listing of the 12 tribes in the Old Testament because it is a symbolic list of God Almighty’s true followers (Genesis 49:8-12; Matthew 1:1). 
The tribe of Manasseh takes Dan’s place. Ephraim, the brother of Manasseh, is also omitted both Manasseh and Ephraim were sons of Joseph and grandsons of Jacob. The omission is curious and some have since thought that Ephraim was one of the most significant Hebrew Israelite tribes. But it was because of Ephraim’s rebellion that it was omitted as described in the story of the beginning of these 12 tribes (Geneses 49). Some Old Testament scholars have said that the number 144, 000 is probably not an exact number. However, since it was the number that John saw in Spirit we have no doubt the number is correct because they don’t make mistakes in heaven.
Judah is mentioned first because it is both the tribe of David and of Jesus the Messiah (Genesis 49:8-12; Matthew 1:1). Levi had no tribal allotment because of the Levites work for God Almighty in the Temple (Deuteronomy 18:1), but here the tribe is given a place as a reward for faithfulness. The tribe of Dan is not mentioned because it was known for rebellion and idolatry; traits unacceptable for God Almighty followers (Genesis 49:17).
The 1440,000 were sealed by God Almighty before the great time of persecution, the vast crowd was brought to eternal life, as God Almighty had promised. Before, they were being prepared; but now they are victorious. This crown in heaven is composed of all those who remained faithful to God Almighty throughout the generations. No true believer ever need to worry about which group he or she will be in. All true Christians are guaranteed a place in God Almighty’s presence.
9-14. Here the scene changes from earth to heaven. For the encouragement of God Almighty's people, they are assured that their sacrifices are not in vain. After the tribulation has passed, there will be triumph and reward to God Almighty's faithful people. All the difficulties and martyrdoms of life are transitory; at last, they give way to victory and perfection.
If you ask, “What is the Great Tribulation?” It is that period just prior to the return of the LORD Jesus, a time when great trials and afflictions will come to believers. It is a time when the people of God Almighty will be cruelly dealt with for obeying God Almighty by the agents of satan and a great numbers of them will be martyred. This period will probably be divided into two segments. During the first half of that period, the wrath of man will be poured out on the earth. During the second half, the wrath of God Almighty will be poured out (Matthew 24:22). 
We know of these three schools of thoughts on the subject of tribulation: Pretribulation rapturists believe that the Church will be taken away before the wrath of man starts (James 1:20). Midtribulationists believe that the church will experience the wrath of man but will be taken away before the wrath of God Almighty is poured out (Matthew 24:9). Posttributionists hold that the Church will go through the entire period of the tribulation; they will experience the wrath of man but be supernaturally kept from the wrath of God Almighty; in the same manner, the Israelites were preserved from the plagues of Egypt. The position of the Posttribulationists makes sense and explains why God Almighty will have to seal his people in their foreheads before the judgment. It looks like God Almighty’s people on earth during the second part of the Great Tribulation will be sealed and protected from his judgment as Israel was protected in Egypt. 
 In the Scripture, it is clear, especially from this passage that some believers do suffer during some part of this period. These could be those who converted during the tribulation or those who already belonged to Jesus Christ before the tribulation period began. In the Old Testament several passages use the imagery of sealing to indicate that a person belongs to the people of God Almighty; Exodus 28:11, 21 associates that sign with deliverance from the disaster of the final plague in Egypt. In the letters of the book of revelation, God Almighty promises the victorious that they will be given a new name which is that of God Almighty, of the new Jerusalem, and of Jesus Christ own "new name" (Revelation 3:12). 
In Ezekiel 9:4 during the slaughter of the idolaters by the six executioners and a man dressed in linen, and carrying a writing case are summoned to destroy the city. Linen is prescribed for precisely for priestly garments in Leviticus 16:4. One of those who is to scourge the city of idolaters is to pass through first and mark the foreheads of all those who lament the abominations being practiced there with the mark of God Almighty so they will not be touched in the coming disasters. In addition to all of these Old Testament examples of sealing and salvation, as Christians, we should also remember our own tradition, which speaks of the Christian Baptism as “sealing.”
Now, of all the things that have taken place up to this point, the waiting continues for the seventh seal to bring John’s first vision cycle to a conclusion. But revelation is not simply a prediction of disaster, it also shows the heavenly basis of salvation and Christian hope. As the angle of John’s vision widens we see multitudes representing the second group from all the earth praising the Lamb. People try many methods to remove the guilt of sin, good works, intellectual pursuits, and even casting blame on others. The crowd in heaven, however, praises God Almighty, saying that salvation comes from him and from the Lamb. My friends, if you are reading this message today, I want you to know that salvation from sin’s penalty can come only through Jesus Christ. Jesus is the only way possible to remove the guilt of your sin. All of the elect are singing praises and waving palms, a sign of victory (John 12:13). The praises of the elect are answered by heavenly beings who say “Amen” and then offer their own song to God Almighty and to the Lamb.
15-17. Speaking of the multitudes in white robes John described in verses 9 and 10 as God Almighty fulfills his promises to them described in verses 15 to 17.  The tribulation through which these people have passed may be that of the judgment (Daniel 12:1), which has just been announced. It is difficult to imagine how blood could whiten any cloth, but the blood of Jesus Christ is the world’s greatest purifier because it removes the stain of sin. White robe symbolizes sinless perfection or holiness, which can be given to people only by the death of the sinless Lamb of God Almighty on our behalf. This is a picture of how we are saved by faith. These have taken on new heavenly bodies in a twinkle of an eye (1 Corinthians 15:52-54; Isaiah 1:18; Romans 3:21-26).
Although verses 14 -17 may appear to be problematic to some the fact that they seem to narrow the focus of the vision from all the elect to just those who have died for their faith. However, in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, Paul makes use of an early Christian prophecy, through which the risen LORD has spoken. According to this prophecy, those who are alive at the LORD’s second coming will not be any better off than those believers who have died, vice versa. This is clear from the prophecy’s description of what will happen to believers on the day of the LORD; as we find in Mark 13:27; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28, and throughout the Book of Revelation. This belief is important because what happened to Jesus Christ will analogously happen also to those who will die believing in Jesus. God Almighty will take them up from among the dead even as God Almighty raised Jesus.
My friends, deep down in your heart you must know that Just as surely as Jesus’ other predictions have come to pass: his death and resurrection, the fall of Jerusalem, the trials his followers would endure, so also will he come again in glory to save his chosen ones. The end is near and it is closing in so fast that many can’t see it coming, but it will happen soon. You will see the signs of the end just as clearly as you see the coming of summer by the new leaves on the fig tree (Mark 13:28-29).The question is, will you be able to recognize the signs when you see them. Since no one knows the day or the hour when the end will come, Jesus says, to you “be watchful” and be alert. Look around you like the gatekeeper. Do not be found sleeping, but watch! (Mark 13:33-37).
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