Sabbath Day Sermon of March 21, 2020
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

“Obey My Voice, and I Will Be Your God”

Jeremiah 11 [:4]
God Almighty gave this command to Israel when He gave them the law. But Israel had no power and lacked the discipline to keep the law. So God Almighty gave them a “new covenant,” to enable His people to live a life of obedience. We read “I will write My law in their hearts (Jeremiah 31:33). “I will put My fear in their heart, that they shall not depart from Me” (Jeremiah 32:40). “I will cause you to walk in my Statues” (Ezekiel 36:27). These wonderful promises gave the assurance that obedience would be their delight.

Let us now listen to what the Lord Jesus says about obedience: "He that keepeth My commandments, he it is that loveth Me; and he that loveth Me shall be loved of My Father, and I will love him, and will make our abode with him” (John 14:21-23). “If you keep My commandments, ye shall abide in My love” (John 15:10). These words are an inexhaustible treasure. Faith can firmly trust Jesus Christ to enable us to live such a life of love and obedience.

No father can train his children unless they are obedient. No teacher can teach a child who continues to disobey him or her. No general can lead his soldiers to victory without prompt obedience. Pray to God Almighty to imprint this lesson on your heart; the life of faith is a life of obedience. As Jesus Christ lived in obedience to the Father, so we too need obedience for a life in the love of God Almighty.

3-13. Prophet Jeremiah speaks of how Israel has broken its covenant with God Almighty as prescribed in Deuteronomy 29:1. Israel’s failure can only mean judgment and dispersion, according to what God Almighty promised when He made the covenant. “Whoever turns away his or her ear from hearing the word of God Almighty, that is, the law of God Almighty will find that his prayers to God Almighty are an abomination and the ear of God Almighty is closed to his or her prayers.”

God Almighty tells Jeremiah to remind the people of their history, especially what God Almighty had done for them as a result of their obedience or disobedience to his Word. Obeying God Almighty’s Word was like finding the single safe passageway through the treacherous water. Disobeying brought ultimate disaster. My friends, we all have the freedom to obey and find the refuge God Almighty has waiting for us; we also have the freedom to sail any other direction into a disaster. This choice is ours.

In verse 13 we are told that Judah had as many gods as they had cities and even streets. Is America any different? You see these images wherever you go in our cities; they are on buildings and streets. Now understand that a god is anything that takes the first place in your life, not necessarily an idol image. So great is their apostasy that God Almighty cannot be God Almighty and let them go unpunished? The corruption of Judah has made its doom inevitable. Can you imagine America being where Judah was, if you can, then you know why things are happening and will continue to happen if there is no repentance very soon in our nation before it is too late? 

To what do we compare to what is happening in America today, as it probably was in Judah in Jeremiah's time? We compare it to animals that search for mates in the mating season. Unrestrained, they rush for sex, power, money, alliances with foreign powers, and their gods. In America today as it was in Jeremiah’s days, the idols are not seeking the people; the people seek the idols and run wildly after them. Most Americans have become so comfortable with their sin like the Judaeans were that they could not think of giving it up. Their only shame is in getting caught. If we desire something so much that we’ll do anything to get it, this is a sign that we are addicted to it and out of tune with God Almighty. 

Forgetting who you are can be very dangerous. Forgetting how far the Lord has brought you can be most dangerous, whether it is intentional or an oversight. Israel forgot God Almighty as Americans have almost if not there now by focusing their affections on the allurements of the world. The more we focus on the pleasures of the world, the easier it becomes to forget God Almighty’s care, His love, His dependability, His guidance, and most of all, God Almighty Himself. If we may ask you, “What pleases you most?” Have you been forgetting God Almighty lately? If so, you are reminded here to remember how far the Lord has brought you and chose life, not death (John 5:24; Deuteronomy 30:15-20).

If you ask, “What is wrong with forming alliances and working partnerships?” God Almighty is not against those activities, but he is against trusting others for the help that should come from Him. When you chose to become His child by receiving Jesus into your life (John 1:12), He became responsible for you. This was the problem in Jeremiah’s time. After the death of David and Solomon, the people fell apart because the leaders of Judah turned to other nations and gods instead of the true God Almighty. 

14-18. There is a time when it is too late that God Almighty will not hear any prayers for America as it was for Judah for deliverance. The sentence must be executed. So also after the final judgment at the end of the age when Jesus returns, whoever pleads for mercy then will find that it is too late. It was too late for Judah, that Jeremiah who was God Almighty’s prophet prayers were not heard. God Almighty will not hear any prayer from his lips for mercy on Judah. God Almighty forbids him to pray for divine help because it is too late.

A time comes when God Almighty must be just. Sin brings its bitter reward. If the people were unrepentant and continued in their sin, neither Jeremiah’s prayers nor those of the people would prevent God Almighty’s judgment. Their only hope was repentance, that is, sorrow for sin, turning from it, and turning to God Almighty. How can we Americans keep praying for God Almighty’s help if we haven’t committed our lives to him? His blessings come when we are committed to him, not when we selfishly hang on to our abominable sinful ways, and sinful lifestyles. My friends don’t be deceived to think that because it is legal means its right with God Almighty. God Almighty’s laws take precedence in all matters of life. 
Israelites were originally God Almighty’s beloved, his spouse, he was married to them by the covenant of peculiarity; even the unbelieving among them are said to be beloved for the fathers’ sake, (Romans 11:28). As such they had a place in God Almighty’s house; they were admitted to worship in the courts of his temple; they partook of God Almighty’s altar; they ate of the flesh of their peace-offerings here called the holy flesh, which God Almighty had the honor of and they had the comfort. This they gloried in and trusted to. What harm could come to those who were God Almighty’s beloved, who were under the protection of his house? Even when they did evil yet they rejoiced and gloried in this, made a mighty noise of this. And when their evil was when trouble came upon them, they rejoiced in this, and made this their confidence; but their confidence would deceive them, for God Almighty has rejected it, they have forfeited the privileges they so much boasted. 
They have wrought lewdness with many, have been guilty of spiritual whoredom, have worshipped many idols; and therefore, God Almighty’s temple will yield them no protection. It is fit that the adulteress, especially when she has so often repeated her whoredoms and has grown so impudent in them and irreclaimable, should be put away, and turned out of doors: "What has my beloved to do in my house?  She is a scandal to it, and therefore it shall no longer be a shelter to her.’’  God Almighty’s altar will yield them no satisfaction, nor can they expect any comfort from that: "The holy flesh has passed from thee, that is, an end will soon be put to thy sacrifices when the temple shall be laid in ruins; and where then will the holy flesh be, that thou art so proud of?’’ saith The Lord.
 A holy heart will be a comfort to us when the holy flesh has passed from us; an inward principle of grace will make up the want of the outward means of grace. But woe unto us if the departure of the holy flesh is accompanied by the departure of the Holy Spirit. God Almighty’s former favors to them shall stand them in no stead. Their remembrance of them shall be no comfort to them under their troubles, and God Almighty’s remembrance of them shall be no argument for their relief.  It is true God Almighty had done great things for them; that Israel had been favorites above any people under the sun; they had been the darlings of heaven. God Almighty had called Israel’s name a green olive-tree and had made them so, for he miscalls nothing. 

God Almighty had planted them and had formed them into a people, with all the advantages they could have to make them fruitful and flourishing people, so good was their law and so good was their land. One would think no other than that a people so planted, so watered, so cultivated, should be, as the olive-tree is, evergreen, in respect both of piety and prosperity, (Psalm 52:8). God Almighty called them fair and of goodly fruit, both good for food and pleasant to the eye, both amiable and serviceable to God Almighty and man, for which the greenness and fatness of the olive both are honored (Judges 9:9). It is as true that they have done evil things against God Almighty. He had planted them a green olive, a good olive, but they had degenerated into a wild olive (Romans 11:17). Both the house of Israel. and the house of Judah had done evil, had provoked God Almighty to anger in burning incense unto Baal, setting up other mediators between them and the supreme God Almighty besides the promised Messiah; they were setting up other gods in competition with the true and living God, for they had so many gods, as well as many lords.  
19-23. When they have conducted themselves in so much evil they can expect no other than that, notwithstanding what good God Almighty has done to them and designed for them, He should now bring upon them the evil He has pronounced against them. The LORD who planted this green olive-tree, and expected fruit from it, finding it barren and grown wild, has kindled fire upon it, to burn it as it stands; for, being without fruit, it is twice dead, plucked up by the roots (Jude 1: 12). It is cut down and cast into the fire, the best place for trees that cumber the ground (Matthew 3:10). The branches of it, the high and lofty boughs are broken down, both princes and priests cut off. And thus it proves that evil is done against God Almighty, to provoke him to anger, is done against themselves; they wrong their souls; God Almighty is out of their reach, but they ruin themselves (Jeremiah 7:19). Every sin against God Almighty is a sin against ourselves, and so it will be found sooner or later.
The prophet’s words and actions challenged the peoples’ social and moral behavior. He wasn’t afraid to give unpopular criticism. The people could either obey him or silence him. Unfortunately, they chose the latter. They did not think they needed Jeremiah to tell them what is right or wrong, their false prophets told them what they wanted to hear. Jeremiah, God Almighty’s prophet, now experiences persecution by the very people he has come to help. Judah not only laughs at his words and spurns his counsel, but the people also attacked his hometown and damage his person. God Almighty’s people then and now can expect from people in the world the same sort of treatment the Messiah was accorded by recalcitrant sinners, that is, sinners who have an obstinately uncooperative attitude toward authority or discipline.

The prophet was warned by his enemies not to prophesy in the name of the LORD. They wanted to silence his message for several reasons: (1) economic, just as in Ephesus in Paul’s time, in the city of Diana, this Jeremiah’s message of condemnation of idol worship will stifle the business of the idol-makers; (2) religious, the message of doom and gloom made the people feel guilty; (3) political, Jeremiah openly rebuked their hypocritical politics; and (4) personal, the people hated him for showing them they were wrong. Since Jeremiah could only do one of the two things, he could run and hide, or call on God Almighty. Jeremiah called on God Almighty and He answered him, God Almighty here promises that he will judge and punish the people of Anathoth, his home town who threatened to kill him. 

Today American Christians are being told not to preach or speak the name of Jesus. Yet as we noted in Jeremiah’s situation, that God Almighty did not completely take away the difficulties he was facing, but he supported and sustained him in the midst of them as he later did for Paul, whose suffering is enumerated in 2 Corinthians 11. As Christians, we can either run or hide when we face opposition because of our faithfulness to God Almighty, or we can call on God Almighty for help. Hiding compromises our message; calling on God Almighty lets Him reinforce it.
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