
Sabbath Day Sermon of March 21, 2015.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Enemies of Jesus Christ’s Congregation?

Psalm Chapter 83
Even before the current world events which are beginning to increasingly resemble the 2, 500 year old Bible prophecy found in Ezekiel chapters 38-39, the Lord God Almighty had warned saying:  “The introduction of the abomination and the idolatry of the nations where the people of the nation of Israel dwelt in the ancient and in the modern times, and in the present, has become a drawback for Israel in reaching all her potentials, and in attaining the fullness of My conditional blessings and promises to the children of Israel that are born Israelites and the stranger who has joined himself or herself to Israel. If the people of present day nation of Israel shall put away their idolatry and abomination, and seek Me with all their heart and all their soul in holiness before Me, no nation can stand before Israel nor withstand her in battle. The stranger who has joined himself or herself unto Israel and obey My Word, and live before Me in holiness shall be to Me as one born unto Jacob.
So the question is who is an Israelite today?  Now we know from the Scripture that an Israelite is one who either was born an Israelite or one who has joined himself or her to Israel who has put away his or her idolatry and abomination, and seeks The Lord God Almighty with his or her heart and with all his or her soul in holiness before The Lord, and obeys the Word of God; he or she shall be to The Lord as one born unto Jacob, says the Lord God Almighty (Exodus 12:48-50). In other words, obedience to God is what makes one an Israelite, not the blood that runs in your veins. For flesh and blood shall not inherit the Kingdom of heaven.
This Psalm refers by name some of Israel’s inveterate enemies and pleads with God to judge them. This psalm constitutes a prayer of imprecation against the enemies. Some have questioned whether this practice is proper in the age instituted by Jesus Christ? Others think it is a subject of controversy, that what was done in the Old Testament may be forbidden in the New Testament. One thing is clear both the Old and the New Testament bind God’s people of all ages to the commandment that they must love their neighbors as they love themselves.  Jesus says to pray for them that God may give them a change of heart that they may be saved in the same way that you have been saved. (Matthew 5:44; Luke 6: 27). Again, the Lord’s command stands, “that vengeance is mind;”  it is not your place to avenge yourself of wrongs done to you. (Deuteronomy 32: 41, 43). “Father forgive our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Jesus says, “You cannot be forgiven by your Father in heaven if you do not forgive others”.
This alliance against God refers to the kingdoms that have continued to fight against God and his people from time. Today, these include all institutions of the New World Order also known as the Illuminati. But the battle is not ours as God’s people, but it is God’s. Because God is in supreme charge of all the earth. The enemies of the Congregation of Jesus Christ are really God’s enemies. These enemies are partially listed in this passage to include: the children of Lot which refers to the Moabites and Ammonites (Genesis 19:36-38). For the story of Oreb and Zeeb, we read about them in Judges 7:25. 
In the story on how God defeated the enemy of his peoples, we learned that Gideon had to put out a fleece twice: once to have it soaked and the ground dry and a second time to have it dry and the ground soaked; to be sure that God had in fact called him. Gideon took 31,700 soldiers more men than he needed into battle. God cut his force down to 300 by whom He promised to save his people. Gideon feared to go down into the Midianites’ camp and took Phurah along with him. But God Almighty let Gideon and Phurah hear the interpretation of the Midianite soldier’s dream which let Gideon know that the Midianites were more afraid of him than he was of them. With such an unlikely man God defeated the mighty army of Midian consisting of 135,000 men and 120,000 slain. My friend, God usually will choose those who probably have no confidence in themselves but are willing to simply do what He tells them to do; even in fear. Such a person was Gideon, not by design, but by default. 

 Zebah and Zalmunna, we read about them in Judges 8:21. These two kings were slain when they showed neither faith nor respect for God or the man he had chosen to save them. We should help others because it is right, regardless of whether we will benefit personally.

The rulers of the nations exercise great power, changing the course of history and its peoples.  Surrounding Judah were heathen nations that sought its downfall. Today the Christians are surrounded by the heathens who sought for them to give up their faith in God Almighty and His Son Jesus Christ. Our prayer should be that God would blow his hot breath of judgment upon them until their defeat and their submission to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We must recognize that the Lord is above all rulers of the earth. Sometimes, we must be dragged in the dust before we will look up in faith in Him to see the Lord; and it would look as if we have been defeated before we can have the ultimate victory. My friend, I would think that it is better to seek the Lord in times of prosperity than to wait until his judgment is upon you.
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