Sabbath Day Sermon of March 18, 2017
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop
The First Beast and the False Prophet

Revelation Chapter 13.

In this chapter we read of the revelation Jesus Christ gave to Apostle John. In this revelation, John found himself standing at the seashore probably on the Island of Patmos and he saw a beast come out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns. Again, when we multiplied 10 by 7 it gave us 70 which is the number of nations God Almighty established on earth in Genesis chapter 10. Again, we observe that the dragon of Revelation chapter 12 and the two beasts of chapter 13 constitute a trinity of evil. In the tabernacles of Ham in Egypt they are known as Isis, Horus, and Seb [IHS] (Psalms 78:51), so you now know the esoteric meaning of “IHS” that it does not mean “In His Service” of Jesus Christ as claimed by the Jesuit Order of the Roman Catholic institution. According to Vagalas a former witch doctor who spent 12 years in the city under the sea, the trinity of satan’s evil kingdom is made up of Satan, Beelzebub, and Jezebel spirits[1].
Here we learned that under the awful assaults by the amalgamation of satan’s accomplices, the saints of God Almighty in the endtimes shall experience persecution probably worse than anything suffered by God’s people. But true Christians know that, the trinity of evil is offset by the true Trinity of God Almighty: The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, to whom be the glory of their victory over the trinity of Satan.
When satan tempted Jesus in the wilderness, he wanted Jesus to show his power by turning stones into bread, to do miracles by jumping from a high place, and to gain political power by worshiping satan (Matthew 4:1-11). Observe that none of these acts proposed by satan leads to the Kingdom of heaven; it is all about gratifying one’s self. If you ask why? My friends, you should learn from the experiences and the rewards given to those who did these things according to satan’s design as described in Matthew 7:21-27, who thought they were on their way to heaven. But the saying of Jesus in these verses focus on the relationship between word and action. It is not enough merely to say “Lord, Lord, “ for only doing God’s will gives entry to the Kingdom of Heaven. In other words, not everyone who talks about heaven belongs to God’s Kingdom. Jesus is more concerned about our walk with him than our talk. He wants us to do right not just say the right words.
Now you must understand that satan’s plan to rule the world through the name of Jesus has not changed. As Jesus refused to do satan’s bidding, so must you as a follower of Jesus Christ refuse his offers. Because satan was not successful with Jesus as we saw in Matthew 4:1-11, thus he turns to the fearsome beasts described in the book of Revelation, and gives them the same powers he had offered to Jesus Christ, but was rejected. The beast from the sea he gives political power. To the beast from the earth, he gives the power to do miracles. Both beasts work together to capture the control of the whole world. This unholy and evil trinity: the dragon also known as satan, the beast from the sea, and the false prophet from the earth, unite in a desperate attempt to overthrow God Almighty, but their efforts Jesus tells us in his book of Revelation chapters 19 and 20 what will become of them and those who would follow them.
2-4. The beast from the sea has ten horns and seven heads. On its horns are ten diadems or nations. The beast represents the power of paganism, which is worldwide and has extensive control over the destinies of the nations. The beast has features common to a leopard, a bear, and a lion; the savageness and agility of a leopard; the overwhelming power of a bear, and the petrifying snarl of a lion. The dragon or satan has given power to this beast so that people worship it. This beast exercises political power over the nations of the world.
John sees a second beast rising from the earth and it has two horns like a lamb and speaks like a dragon also known as satan. The beast encourages people to worship the first beast. This second beast is called the false prophet. He performs what appear to be miraculous acts, and it is religious rather than a civil power. The mark of its name or his name is 666. The sphere of his work is in the religious, not the political, arena. In place of the Christian faith, he would substitute with the worship of the first beast. The beast from the earth represents the antichrist, a false Christ who is at enmity with the true Jesus Christ while he pretends to be good as Jesus is. 
In Daniel 11 we read of how he will come to end. The dragon’s authority comes to rest in two beasts, one from the sea and one from the earth. The beasts symbolize the antichrist and the false prophet of the end time. We have seen that 4 Ezra chapter 11:1-12 pictured Rome as a great eagle emerging from the sea. The sea indicates that the beast in question embodies the watery chaos monster from the city under the sea, the primordial source of all evil.
Now to understand the principles behind these revelations, we see that the beast was addressed as a man. In other words, although Rome is identified as the beast because of its evil lifestyle of persecuting believers, and its opposition against God Almighty and his followers. But the beast also symbolizes the spirit of the antichrist and his system. This spirit operates in nations and in people who are under satan’s power and control. This antichrist spirit is a combination of the four beasts that Daniel described in Daniel chapter 7. Therefore, as the dragon [satan] is in opposition to God Almighty, so the beast from the sea who is satan’s false messiah is against Jesus Christ. 
This false messiah has other names in all those religions that reject Jesus Christ. For example: Muslims expect Mahdi and Masih ad-Dajjal, Roman Catholic Christ is the son of Lucifer[2], Jewish Mashiach: not necessarily Jesus, Mithra the son of god Ahura, Hinduism: Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva the destroyer, Chinese important gods: Dizang: ruler of the ten hells, and Four Heavenly Kings: four Buddhist guardian gods, Gautama Buddha (Shìjiā móu ní) Guanyin (also Kuanyin): bodhisattva associated with compassion, Laughing Buddha, Japanese important gods: Aji-suki-Taka-Hi-Kone, Amatsu Mikaboshi, Bishamon, Chiata-No-Kami, etc.
The early Roman Empire was and in our time is still very strong and in its anti-Christian position, that is, against Jesus Christ’s standards. True Christians believe that Satan’s evil will culminate in a final system, and then the antichrist son of satan also known as the son of perdition. This is the son of Lucifer who will focus all the powers of evil against Jesus Christ and his people.
The second beast that John saw, is the spirit that will possess the false messiah, He will be a counterfeit of Jesus Christ and will even stage a false resurrection. For this act alone, many people whose names are not written in the book of the Lamb shall follow him because they are awed by his power and miracles. He will unite the world under his leadership, and will also baptize the aliens also known as the fallen angels into his one world religion, and will control the world economy better than he now does through the Vatican. Many people will be impressed by the power and will follow those who display the beast’s power forcefully or offer it to their followers. But Jesus warns in his revelation that those who follow the beast will only be fooling themselves. Because the beast will use his power to manipulate others, to point to himself, and to promote evil agendas. 
As we have continued to observe since after the last presidential election in America, the battle between the establishment and the president elect that is still raging as we speak, the battle between good and evil. God Almighty, by contrast, uses his infinitely greater power to love and build up. A true Christian ought to know that Jesus will not return in secret. When Jesus returns he will reveal himself to all believers (Matthew 24:23-28). If you get this, so do not be misled by claims of great miracles or reports about a resurrection or reincarnation of someone claiming to be Christ. My friend,  these things will happen to test you before Jesus returns, and that is what the falling away is all about as warned by Apostle Paul (2 Thessalonians 2:3; Hebrews 6:4-6).
5-15. Now all true Christians must understand that the beast will be given power, purposefully, to test them, but this power will be limited by God so that is not more than we can bear. The beast will be allowed to exercise authority only for a short time. Even while the beast is in power, God Almighty no doubt will be in control and will always be in control (Revelations 11:15; 12:10-12).  The trial of God’s people might extend to their being subjected under the rule of the beast, but he will have no power to harm them spiritually. He will establish worldwide dominance and demand that everyone worships him. The Bible tells us that the whole world, meaning those who are in the world whose names are not written in the book of life, they will worship the beast. The refusal of those whose names are in the book of life to worship the beast will result in temporary suffering, torture, and death for God’s people. But they will be rewarded with eternal life in the end. 
During the prophesied period of persecution for God’s people, being faithful to Jesus Christ could bring imprisonment and even execution. Many true Christians will be hurt and some killed. But all that the beast and his followers will be able to do to those who believe in Jesus Christ is harm them physically, to get them to give up their faith in God Almighty. All those who would not give up their spiritual sight or faith in God will enter God Almighty’s presence perfected and purified by the blood of the Lamb (Revelation 7:9-17).
The Bible is full of miracles performed as proof of God Almighty’s power, love, and authority. But the antichrist and his system will perform counterfeit miracles to deceive. We are reminded of Pharaoh’s magicians, who duplicated Moses’ signs in Egypt. God allowed all that to happen to forewarn Moses and us today of what satan is capable of doing by counterfeiting. Thus, the Christian must ask of each miracle we see or hear, “is this consistent with what God Almighty says in the Bible?”
16-18. As we now focus on the second beast, we see that he gains influence through the signs and wonders he can perform in the presence of the first beast. The second beast orders the people to worship a statue of the first beast, which is a direct flouting of the second commandment of God Almighty (Exodus 20:4-6). If you are reading this message, you should know that however convincing signs and miracles may be, any teaching that contradicts God’s Word is false. In the end times as we are now, the only way to keep yourself from being deceived is to allow the Bible to be your guide.
We read of the mark the beast gives to his followers in verse 16, sometimes translated “the mark of the beast.” The mark is an antitype designed to mock the mark God Almighty places on his followers (Revelation 7:2, 3-10; Ezekiel 9: 3-4). The “sign” which a person wears identifies him or her as a member of either the follower of the beast or the follower of the Lamb. There is no grey area in between where anyone would spend eternity, those who accept Jesus Christ will go to heaven to be where he is in the presence of God Almighty. Those who would reject Jesus Christ automatically are condemned to spend eternity with satan in the Lake of Fire (John 6:16-21; Revelation 20:7-15). 
First, those who have chosen and would choose to follow satan’s world system will receive the satan’s beast mark under the pretext that it will to protect them from the persecution that satan will inflict upon God’s people. But actually receiving satan’s mark means making a pact with satan or selling your soul. Identifying this mark is not as important as identifying the purpose of the mark. The mark in our time comes in many designs and shapes depending on which of satan’s many religious organizations one belongs. Accepting any of these signs or marks is showing allegiance to satan, and your willingness to operate within the economic system he promotes, and your rebellion against God Almighty. If you ask, “What does it mean to refuse the mark of the beast?” It means committing yourself entirely to God Almighty by accepting Jesus Christ into your life today and preferring death to compromising your faith in Him. 
As true Christian living in this world system, we must endeavor to maintain a healthy skepticism about society's pleasures and rewards: educational, economic, and civic structures. In these structures, there are incentives for doing certain things. Christians should always support what is good by the Almighty God’s standards for our society, but we must stand against every sinful promulgation that is in contrast to the law of God Almighty.
“Let him or her that hath godly wisdom and understanding count the number of the beast,” meaning that the three sixes represent many things, including the number of a man who is a member of the evil trinity of satan, the first beast, and the false prophet (Revelation 16:13). In the Bible the number 7 is looked upon as the “perfect number” and represents complete perfection; if so, then the number “666” or “SFS” as it used by the Catholic institution falls completely short of perfection. The first Christian readers of this revelation applied the number to the emperor of Rome at the time who was none other than Nero, who symbolized all the evil of the Roman Empire. 
Whatever specific application the number 666 is given in any language, it symbolizes the worldwide dominion and complete evil of this unholy trinity designed to undo Jesus Christ’s work and overthrow him. If you ask, “What is the meaning of  temporal power?” It means to possess satan’s two powers described in this chapter, the power of the first and the second beasts, namely, Political and religious powers. So if someone or an organization claims to hold these powers what would that make it?
 We know of only one institution that proudly claims to hold these powers today 
as symbolized by the temporal power hand sign her leaders display and of their enthronment of satan as head of their organization on a world wide television broadcast? My friends, what the first Christians knew then about the number 666 remains the truth today. First, the Roman Catholic institution operating under the cloak of Christianity claims to have by her divine authority abolished the Sabbath Day worship observance commanded by God Almighty (Exodus 20:8-11). Secondly, the Catholic institution by her divine authority claims to hold the powers of the two beasts. Thirdly, she has in our time publicly enthroned Lucifer also known as satan as the head of its institution and the antichrist as its messiah.
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