Sabbath Day Sermon of March 14, 2015.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Kings Miracle and His Foolishness

2 Kings Chapters 20 and 21
In this chapter is a story of a faithful wise king who at some point in his life acted foolishly, in that he allowed pride to take hold of his life. The king in this story was Hezekiah who was taken ill that was unto death, in that Isaiah the prophet brought him word from the Lord God almighty that he was about to die. He was approximately forty years old at the time. And there was no heir to the throne. He pleaded with God for an extension of his life, and was granted fifteen years.  Manasseh his heir was born several years later and was twelve years old when he succeeded his father.  Over 100 year period of Judah’s history, Hezekiah was the only faithful king, but what a difference he made. Because of Hezekiah’s faith and prayer, God healed him and saved his city from the Assyrians. You can make a difference too, even if your faith puts you in the minority. Faith and prayer, if they are sincere and directed toward the only true God Almighty, can bring about change in any situation.

The sun dial of Ahaz, or, “the steps of Ahaz.” Egyptian sun dial were made in the form of miniature staircase so that the shadow moved up and down the steps. The Egyptians also developed the obelisk also known as the dot within a circle; a phallus symbol which is the exact image you find in America’s capital city known as George Washington monument. Hezekiah’s day has been the subject of much discussion; the account simply states that the sun dial of Ahaz went ten degrees backward. If it had been merely an optical illusion rather than an actual lengthening of the day, Hezekiah would hardly have been impressed that it was a real sign. He expected something more than an illusion. We conclude that a miracle was performed here, that it occurred without disorder or harm to God’s creation. An infinite, all powerful God who spoke the universe into being can also stop, start, or rearrange the universe as he pleases. If you do not believe that God caused the dial to go backward, you should know that the devil also known as Satan and Lucifer knows these facts; he not only trembles, he believes that God can do anything, any time, and at any place in his time (James 2: 19)
Hezekiah had been a good and faithful king. But when Isaiah asked him what he had shown the ambassadors from Babylon, he replied, “My treasures.” From the account in 2 Chronicles 32:24-31, it appears that Hezekiah’s prosperity, success, and deliverance from sickness had made him proud. Rather than giving credit to God for all his blessings, he tried to impress the foreigners. When God helps you, you must not use his blessings to impress others. A testimony of victory can quickly degenerate into vanity and self congratulations. 
Hezekiah’s reply to the prophet Isaiah’s saying that it is good that these terrible things foretold by Isaiah would not happen during his lifetime was not very thoughtful of him. This statement triggered the prophecy of Judah’s future apostasy and judgment. It looks like Judah will be destroyed not only for their abominations but the Babylonians will be coming for all that gold and silver Hezekiah had stored for himself. Hezekiah’s statement seems selfish, shortsighted, and proud. But Hezekiah’s pride after his healing is said to be the cause of transgression after which Isaiah prophesied the destruction of Judah. This was to be held off anyway, until after Hezekiah’s day so that it could be said that there was peace and truth in his days. However, Hezekiah knew that his nation would be punished for its sins, so he may have been acknowledging and thanking God for not allowing the destruction of Judah during his lifetime.
If you ask why did God leave Hezekiah to himself? Well after Hezekiah was healed of his sickness, he apparently developed excessive pride. When envoys came to inquire about his miraculous healing, God stepped back to see how Hezekiah would respond. Would Hezekiah tell the envoys about his God and how his God healed him, defeated the Assyrians, and blessed him; would he tell his visitors that the treasures were the Lord’s not his? Unfortunately, his actions revealed his runaway pride. He pointed to his own accomplishments rather than to God. Pride is any attitude that elevates your effort or abilities above God’s, or treats with disdain his work in you or through you. It causes you to congratulate yourself for your success and look down on other people. God does not object to self-confidence, healthy self-esteem, or good feelings about your accomplishments. But He objects to the foolish attitude of taking full credit for what he has done or for setting yourself up as superior to others.

The tunnel of Hezekiah was dug through solid rock by two crews starting at either end of the tunnel and meeting in the middle. An ancient inscription tells of the exciting moment when the two crews met.  This has been repeated in our time during the construction of the underwater highway from London to France. 

After Hezekiah slept with his fathers, Manasseh reigned in his stead. Unfortunately, Manasseh followed the footsteps of his grand-father Ahaz more than that of his father. He adopted the wicked practices of the Babylonians and Canaanites including sacrificing his own son to Molech. He did not listen to the words of God’s prophets, but willfully led his people into sin in the same manner that Americans are being led into sin in our time.
Manasseh was an evil king, and he angered God with his sin. Among his sins are occult practices, fortune-telling, enchantments, and the use of mediums and wizards. God has specific laws against the occult (Leviticus 19:31; Deuteronomy 18:9-13), because it demonstrates a lack of faith in him, involves sinful actions, and opens the door to demonic influences and demonic possesesions. Today in our world, many books, television shows, games and computer games emphasize fortune-telling, séances, and other occult practices. My friend, do not let your desire to know the future or the belief that superstition is harmless lead you into condoning occult practices. They are counterfeits of God’s Power and have as their root in a system of belief totally opposed to God. Dabbling into the occult will definitely disqualify you from being a member of God’s Kingdom.
As a Christian nation, although some enemy elements in our mist are working very hard to make us think we are no longer a Christian nation because of the rottenness they have brought in and are promoting in this nation. But we as Christians are to reflect God’s nature and characteristics in our attitudes and actions, and that is how we would overcome the enemy that has besieged our country. We would overcome the enemy that has taken over the governance of our country if we would do what God’s Law say, and not what our enemies are presenting to entice us away from our faith in God and His Son Jesus Christ. The enemies within our country know that the moment they can get us to lose faith in God and walk away from his truth, they would have succeeded in the destruction of America. The Bible is filled with people who benefitted from the merciful law of God. Some people think the Bible is nothing but a book of don’ts, but Jesus neatly summarized all these rules when he said to love God with all your heart, and your neighbor as yourself. Jesus called these the greatest commandments. By carrying out Jesus’ simple commands, you will find yourself following all of God’s other laws as well (John 14:15).
God was angered by Manasseh’s sin of sacrificing his son. Sacrificing children to the gods was a common practice in ancient religions that had gone underground, but is now being rekindled in our time to lead many away from God as foretold in the Bible, “The Falling Away,” a major sign of the end times. Unfortunately, most of these heathen religious practices that have been imported into America are disguised as Christian and their false Christs; others as religion of peace and the brotherhoods of hell. The Ammonites, Israel’s neighbors, made child sacrifice to Molech their national god a vital part of their religion. They saw this as the greatest gift they could offer to ward off evil or appease angry gods, when in reality those sacrifices they offer actually unites them with Satan also known as Lucifer, and makes them slaves to Satan. 
God made it clear that this practice was destitute and strictly forbidden. In Old Testament times as well as in the New Testament, God character made human sacrifice unthinkable. Unlike the heathen gods, our Father and God is a God of love, who does not need to be appeased. He is a God of life, who prohibits murder and encourages practices that lead to health and happiness (Deuteronomy 30:15, 16). Our God is God of the helpless, who shows special concern for children. He is a God of unselfishness, who instead of demanding human blood gave his life for others (Isaiah 53:4, 5). Our God does not want you to die for him, for he died for you that you may have eternal life; “That where he is, there you may be.”
No doubt everyone is interested in what the future holds, and we often look to others for guidance. But God warned about looking to the occult for guidance. Mediums and wizards were outlawed because God was not the source of their information. At best, occult practitioners are fakes whose predictions cannot be trusted. At worst, they are in contact with evil spirits and their master Mr. Sin also known as Satan and Lucifer, and are thus extremely dangerous paths.
My friend, do not ever get curious about the occult practices of the heathen religions masquerading themselves as truth, because Satan is behind the occult, and God flatly forbade the Israelite of old and forbids his people today to have anything to do with it. Today many people are still fascinated by horoscopes, fortune-telling, witchcraft, and bizarre cults. Often their interest comes from a desire to know and control the future. But again, Satan is no less dangerous today than he was in Moses’ time. In the Bible God tells us all we need to know about what is going to happen. The information Satan offers is likely to be distorted or completely false. With the trustworthy guidance of the Holy Spirit through the Scriptures and the Congregation of the Lord, you do not need to turn to occult sources for faulty information. We do not need to look to the occult for information about the future. God has given us his Word in the Bible so that we may obtain all the information we need, and the Bible’s teaching is trustworthy.
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Some Activities that would constitute involvement in occultism: 
· A Course In Miracles 

· acupuncture, acupressure 

· angel worship, or obsession with angels 

· archetypes 

· Ayurvedic medicine/diet 

· Bach flower remedies 

· belief in karma 

· belly dancing 

· binaural beats 

· bibliomancy 

· bindis 

· breathwork 

· chain letters, chain emails and chain posts for good luck 

· circle prayer 

· color therapy 

· crystal jewelry 
· chakra-kundalini
· dancing around a Maypole 

· dowsing rods 

· dream boards 

· dream catchers 

· fairy/elf lore 

· Feng Shui 

· fortune cookies 

· fractal imagery or mandalas 

· Freemasonry 
· Secret societies
· ghost hunting or visiting haunted houses 

· good luck charms, amulets, or talismans 

· handwriting analysis 

· homeopathic medicine 

· horoscopes 

· hypnosis 

· iridology 

· Kirlian photography 

· labyrinths 

· mantras 

· messages to dead loved ones 

· muscle testing 

· occult books and movies 

· Ouija Boards 

· out-of-body travel 

· pendulum diagnosis 

· power animals and medicine animals 

· Reiki, therapeutic touch, energy healing 

· sacred geometries 

· soaking, contemplative prayer 

· sound and light machines 

· The Law of Attraction 

· visualization 

· wishing on stars, eyelashes, or anything else 

· yin and yang 

· yoga 
· Kwando

· Tarot cards

· Goa
· Johannism

· Roman Catholicism
Many of the false prophets will come in several different forms: some as university
professors, deceiving priests and Popes, Muhammadans, Krishnars, false preachers, pastors, evangelists, Imams, Sheiks; psychiatrists, psychologists, medical doctors, you are all gods speakers at seminars, speakers on mysteries of the ancient religions and Self-Esteem Project/Quest. By hordes of so-called shamans, gurus, channelers, high priests, and high priestesses, clairvoyants, magicians, yogis, wizards, witches, necromancers, dream-interpreters, transcendentalists, spiritualists, diviners, and a variety of other dolts, all frantically waving wands, rods and pointed fingers; chanting mantras, developing chakras, kundalini, burning candles and incense, drawing holy circles, squares and triangles; selling talismans and charms, veneration of the dead, astral traveling, reading fortunes from greasy Tarot cards and plastic runes; mouthing incantations, achieving cosmic awareness, reaching ecstasy through tantra, gaining power, claiming healing by means of crystals; theorizing on the Cabala, practicing Norse magic, Celtic magic, Enochian magic, Teutonic magic, ceremonial magic, temple magic and herb magic.
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