Sabbath Day Sermon of March 12, 2016.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

America Why God Will Not Hear Her
Ezekiel Chapter 20

In this chapter we would learn why God Almighty refused to hear Israel’s prayers, and why for the same reasons God has not been happy with America, and may not hear us, unless we repent as a people. In the beginning verses we read that the elders of Israel, who turned out to be hypocrites, came to inquire of what the future held for them as their heathen enemy approaches to take over their land and enslave them. How do we know the elders of Israel were hypocrites? We know this because in the beginning verses, God graciously speaks to them through Ezekiel, and gives a panoramic view of Israel’s history of rebellion. God Almighty states the divine case against them showing how graciously he had treated them and how they and their fathers had dealt treacherously with him. 
Yet God would still have mercy and would cause a remnant to repent. At that time he would return them to the land from which they were to be dispossessed. In the same manner that Israel was shipped out to prison in Babylon, so has America been placed under the enclave of the Queen of Babylon, Semiramis also known as Isis. You can see her statue renamed as Lady of Liberty in New York holding the light of Lucifer also known as the light of Freemasonry in her hand. America today is a nation in slavery that pays tribute through taxation to her captor.
In the beginning verses we noted that the emphasis is upon God’s attempts to bring the nation back to himself and have mercy on his constantly rebellious and disobedient people. God through the years has been doing the same with America? Does it look like America is responding to God’s invitation in his mercy for her to return? All true believers will agree that America has grown more stubborn in her efforts to disobey God Almighty in every way. So God’s message for Israel as it is for America was that the people alone are responsible for the troubles and judgments they have experienced. As for America she will continue to diminish and will continue to experience troubles and judgments. Those who continue to rebel God will “purge out”, while he promises to bring and preserve the faithful in the land for the which "I lifted up mine hand to give it to your fathers,” says the LORD God Almighty.  The reason God will do this, that “ye shall know that I am the LORD God Almighty.
5-22. God’s charges against Israel cover three periods of their history. While in Egypt, they had turned from him, therefore, God’s deliverance from Egypt was all of grace and not of works. Second, they sinned against God in the wilderness, which occasioned his refusal to let them enter Canaan for forty years. Third, they continued their sinful ways after God brought them into Canaan and blessed them with every material blessing. We compare this with the pilgrims’ experience in England, and their journey to this land for the purpose of worshipping God freely. But like Israel sinned, America has given herself to the worship of the gods of her oppressor. Therefore, God will no longer hear them when they call on him. So unless we Americans repent, God will not hear us when we call upon him for help. The Sabbath, instituted by God at Creation, which he entrusted to Israel as a sign that God had created and redeemed them (Deuteronomy 5:12-15). This day of rest was a gift from a loving God, not a difficult obligation. But the people repeatedly desecrated the Sabbath. It was meant to be a reminder that they were God’s special people, but they ignored it.
 Today in America, most people who call themselves Christians are deceived into celebrating Sunday the day of sun worship, instead of the Sabbath. These Christians must come to their senses to realize that they are in disobedience, and must begin to fulfill God’s command to “Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy,” as commanded by God Almighty.  God Almighty wants us to rest, refocus, and remember him and commune with him our Father on this day. Sunday worship is a sign you are in disobedience to the commandment of God Almighty (Exodus 20:8-11)
23-26. At the very beginning of Israel’s history, God clearly warned the people about the consequences of disobedience (Deuteronomy 28:15). When the people disobeyed, God let them experience those devastating consequences to make them aware of the seriousness of their sins. America no doubt has chosen to live for herself alone, apart from God, she and her people can expect similar destructive consequences. However, even though under such consequences, God is calling America back to himself before it is too late. For America and her people, we cannot but hope that our misfortunes will bring us to our senses and to the merciful God before it is too late.
25-34. Can anyone tell why God would give any people laws that are not good? This is not talking about any aspect of God’s Law because prophet Ezekiel reinforces that fact in verse 11 of this chapter. Evidently, the Judaean leaders had taken Exodus 13:12 and 22:29, the dedication of firstborn animals and children, as a justification for child sacrifice to the Canaanite god Molech, the same god that our leaders worship today at the Bohemian Grove in San Francisco. Can you see where the legality of abortion in America originated? For the lives of the unborn we have been destroying in this land, God has given our nation over to this delusion among other evil acts we crave to speed up our judgment, and to allow us to continue to fall away in order to jar our conscience and may be revitalize our faith.
“Bama,” that is, a hilltop area where sacrifices were offered to the gods of the heathen. God tells the Israelites to call upon those gods they have been sacrificing and worshipping to save them as Nebuchadnezzar’s army advanced to take them to Babylon where they will serve seventy years of their sentence in the prison of the idols or demons they preferred worshipping than God Almighty. If you ask, “How polluted is America?” This nation is more polluted than you can imagine. God says, water containing contaminants, even in small amounts, is polluted. Likewise our lives are polluted when we accept the contaminants; the immoral values that have filled America and the nations of the world. We as a people have become greedy because of our love for money. Of course, the love of money says Jesus, is the root of all evil; you cannot serve God and mammon. America is filled with lust, and we have become a people obsessed with sex, and have no difficulty indulging in sexual immorality. For the true people of God in America and in all the nations of the world, remaining pure in a polluted world is difficult, to say the least. But a heart filled with God’s Holy Spirit leaves no room for pollution (Titus 1:15).
35-44. Herein the coming judgment of God on his people is stated. He will separate himself from them and later re-gather the remnant, for God is content with a few that are faithful to him. The wilderness of the people, meaning, the desert judgment hall in the Syro Arabian deserts, people by nomadic tribes. This desert would be traversed or travel through in returning to Israel from Babylon. In other words, when the children of Israel disobeyed God by refusing to enter the Promised Land the first time, God chose to purify his people by forcing them to wander in the wilderness for forty years until that entire generation that would not obey him died off (Numbers 14:26-35). Here he promises to purge the nation of its rebellious people again as they crossed the vast wilderness from their captivity in Babylon. Therefore, only those who faithfully follow God Almighty in America would be able to return or stay in this land. The purpose of this desert judgment for Israel, which will be for America in her own land, would be to purge all those who worshipped and will worship the demons that possess the idols of America.
Americans today are doing the same thing the Israelites were doing by worshiping idols and giving gifts to God at the same time. We as a people are doing this for the same reason the Israelites did it. We do not believe in God Almighty who founded this nation as the one true God. Instead like the Israel of old, we claim to worship God Almighty, but along with other gods we have imported to this land. There is no doubt that Americans enjoy the immoral pleasures of idol worship; or perhaps we as a people do not want to miss out on the benefits the idols might give in exchange for our souls.  Most Americans tend to think there is nothing wrong in believing in God and giving gift of church attendance or service, while still holding on to their idols of money, witchcraft, memberships in secret societies, power, or pleasure. Most of these people do not want to miss out on any possible benefits, so they have one foot in the church and the other in idol or demon worship. But God Almighty wants all our feet and life and all of our devotion; devotion to anything else is idol worship. We as a people must beware of trying to please God while also pursuing the pleasures of sin. We must as a nation choose to obey God Almighty before it is over for us. We cannot eat our cake and have it back.
The design among the elders of Israel which were now on foot to Babylon was that the people of Israel, being scattered among the nations, should lay aside all their peculiarities and conform to those among whom they lived; but God had told them that the design will be brought to none effect. In other words, they can run, but they cannot hide from the consequences of their sin of idolatry. Now, in these verses, God shows particularly how he would frustrate their plan to hide themselves among the gentiles in the nations they have been driven. They aimed at the mingling of the families of Israel with the families of the countries; but it will prove in the issue that the wicked Israelites, notwithstanding their compliances, shall not mingle with them in their prosperity, but shall be distinguished from them for destruction. For idolatrous Israelites, that are apostates from God, shall be sooner and more sorely punished than idolatrous Babylonians that never knew the way of righteousness. For to whom much is given, much is required. Just like Israel, America was given the light of the Gospel, but she has chosen the light of Lucifer in disobedience to God Almighty’s commandments.
Now we read and tremble at the doom here passed upon them that today is on our door steps; it is backed with an oath not to be reversed: “As I live, saith the Lord God, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule over you or deal with you.” They think to make both Jerusalem and Babylon their friends by serving God and Mammon; but God threatens that neither of them shall serve for a rest or refuge for them.  Babylon shall not protect them, nor will any of the countries of the heathen; for God will cast them out of his protection and then what prince, what people, what place, can serve to be a sanctuary to them? God was Israel’s King of old, and had they continued to be his loyal subjects he would have ruled over them with care and tenderness for their good, but now “with a stretched-out arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule over them,” said the LORD.  In due time God’s people will know he is Lord God Almighty, and those who are obedient to their God will be blessed, not for their works, because they are impure, but for God’s own name’s sake.

45-48. Beginning here and going on in the next chapter, God directs attention to Judah and Jerusalem, the south, against whom he pronounces judgment. Fire will come upon them and not be quenched. So harsh is the judgment and so disturbing to the elders that they express their distaste for it, as is indicated by Ezekiel’s complaint to God. Since America’s sin appears to be exactly as that of Israel, if we do not repent soon, fire will come upon our nation which cannot be quenched until we repent and return to God Almighty. As for the leaders of our nation who have encouraged and led this nation into all the sins and idolatry, God has this say to say to them: “To the leaders of America, and the kings and kingdoms of this and other nations of the world, The Lord said, "My judgment shall be an astonishment, a bewilderment, and a confusion of mind to you. Your heart shall drop into your stomach and shall whither away at the beholding of My judgment. When it is morning, you will wish that it is night. When it is night, you will wish that it is morning. You will be an anguish of soul to your families; for My hand shall exert judgment against you and will require of you all the souls of men and women, young and old you have destroyed, and those you have led astray; unless you truly repent and turn from your evil works and from your wicked ways. I will utterly make an end of the kings and kingdoms that work evil and abomination before Me, and shall remove them from their thrones, and will place another in their stead, and the later shall be their adversary," saith the Lord of Hosts. 
49. “Doth he not speak parables? “ This was the language either of their ignorance or infidelity, or of their malice and ill-will to the prophet. It is common for those who will not be wrought upon or stirred by the word to pick quarries with it; it is too plain or too obscure, too fine or too homely, too common or too singular; something or other is amiss in it.” 
We have here a prophecy of wrath against Judah and Jerusalem, which would more fitly have begun the next chapter than conclude this; for it has no dependence on what goes before, but that which follows in the beginning of the next chapter is the explication of it, when the people complained that this was a parable which they understood not. In this parable, it is a forest that is prophesied against, the forest of the south field, Judah and Jerusalem. These lay south from Babylon, where Ezekiel now was, and therefore he is directed to set his face towards the south, to intimate to them that God had set his face against them; that he was displeased with them, and determined to destroy them. But, though it was a message of wrath which he has to deliver, he must deliver it with mildness and tenderness; he must drop his word towards the south; his doctrine must distil as the rain, that people’s hearts might be softened by it, as the earth by the river of God, which drops upon the pastures of the wilderness (Psalm 65:12) and which a south land more especially calls for (Joshua 15:19). Judah and Jerusalem are called forests, not only because they had been full of people, as a wood of trees, but because they had been empty of fruit, for fruit-trees grow not in a forest; and a forest is put in opposition to a fruitful field, (Isaiah 32:15). Those that should have been as the garden of the Lord God Almighty, and his vineyard, had become like a forest, all overgrown with briers and thorns; and those that are so, that bring not forth the fruits of righteousness as America has also become, God’s word prophesies against. It is a fire kindled in this forest that is prophesied here.

Ezekiel was exasperated and discouraged. Many Israelites complained as Americans are prone to complaining whenever they are told the truth from the Word of God. Here the elders of Israel accused Ezekiel that he spoke only in riddles, so they refused to listen. No matter how important our work or how significant our ministry, we will have moments of discouragement by the reactions of people to the truth of God, especially over why they would choose not to be saved. Apparently God did not answer Ezekiel’s plea; instead he gave Ezekiel another message to proclaim. My friend, are you being discouraged by what you see in the natural? If you feel like giving up, now remember that God is still in control. Simply, continue doing what God has called you to do. God promises to reward the faithful (Mark 12:13:13), for God’s cure for discouragement is usually another assignment. You should know that in serving others, you may find the renewal you need.
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