Sabbath Day Sermon of March 11, 2017

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus Defeats Mystery Babylon and the Beast
Revelation Chapter 17

In this chapter Apostle, John paints a picture that graphically describes Mystery Babylon and the beast. John states what the relationship of the one is to the other and announces the impending destruction of both. The great harlot is Babylon. This woman is drunk with the blood of the saints and martyrs. From the Scripture, it is easy to see that she represents imperial Rome, a city marked by idolatry, cruelty, and godlessness. She is a persecutor of the true faith in Jesus Christ.
The “great whore” called Babylon represent the early and present Roman Empire with many gods and the blood of Christian martyrs on its hands. The many waters on which the whore sits stand for its control of the whole people of the world and commerce. For example, the visa card which stands for Vatican International Sales Association is one of the means she uses to keep everyone indebted to her. The great whore, therefore, represents the seductiveness of the governmental system of the world as it uses immoral means to gain its own pleasure, prosperity, and advantage. In contrast to the whore, Jesus Christ’s bride, the true Church, is pure and obedient (Revelation 19:6-9). The wicked city of Babylon stands in contrast to the heavenly city of Jerusalem (Revelation 21:10; 22:5).

The scarlet beast is the same one from the city under the sea described in Revelation 13:1.  This is a name of great infamy. A whore in this passage is one that is married, and has been false to her husband’s bed, has forsaken the guide of her youth, and broken the covenant of God. She had been a prostitute to the kings of the earth, whom she had intoxicated with the wine of her fornication. The appearance she made: it was gay and gaudy, like such sort of creatures: she was arrayed in purple, and scarlet color as the beast, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls. Here were all the allurements of worldly honor and riches, pomp and pride, suited to sensual and worldly minds. Her principal seat and residence, that is, upon the beast that had seven heads and ten horns; that is to say, Rome, the city on seven hills, infamous for idolatry, tyranny, and blasphemy. Her name, which was written on her forehead. It was the custom of impudent harlots to hang out signs, with their names, that all might know what they were. Now in this, we observe that she is named from her place of residence which is Babylon the great. But, that we might not take it for the old Babylon literally so called, we are told there is a mystery in the name; it is some other great city resembling the old Babylon.  She is named from her infamous way and practice; not only a harlot, but a mother of harlots, breeding up harlots, and nursing and training them up to idolatry, and all sorts of lewdness and wickedness—the parent and nurse of all false religions and filthy conversations.  
Her diet: she satiated herself with the blood of the saints and martyrs of Jesus. She drank their blood with such greediness that she intoxicated herself with it; it was so pleasant to her that she could not tell when she had had enough of it: she was satiated, but never satisfied. Throughout history, people have been killed for their faith. No doubt over the last century, millions have been killed by oppressive world governments, and many of these were believers. The Woman drunkenness shows her pleasure in her ever accomplishments and her false feeling of triumph over the Church of Jesus Christ. But every martyr who has fallen before her sword has only served to strengthen the faith of the true Church
7-10. Here John describes the relationship between the woman and the beast. The beast has seven heads and ten horns. In verse 3 the woman was pictured as sitting and taking a ride on this beast. The phrase “was, and is not,  and yet is” means the beast was alive, died, and then came back life. The beast’s come back symbolizes the persistence of evil and the return of the Roman Empire under the cloak of Christianity as a religious institution. This resurgence of evil power will convince many to join forces with him and will do his evil bidding. But those who choose the side of evil condemn themselves to the devil’s fate which is eternal torment in the Lake of Fire.

Here we discover the woman and the beast collaborating to rule the world. Babylon here appears to control even the beast. Then Babylon is destroyed by her ten nations allies. She is made naked and desolate, and her flesh is eaten and the city burned. This happened by the powerful influence which God hereby showed he had over the minds of great men. Their hearts were in his hand, and he turned them as he pleased. It was of God, and to fulfill his will, that these kings agreed to give their kingdom unto the beast in the first place; they were judicially blinded and hardened to do so. And it was of God that afterward their hearts were turned against the whore, to hate her, and to make her desolate and naked, and to eat her flesh, and burn her with fire. She was that great city which reigned over the kings of the earth when John had this vision, and everyone knows Rome to be that city. 
Throughout history, there have been individuals who have epitomized evil and who were hostile to everything Jesus Christ stands for (1 John 2:18; 4:3; 2 John 1:7). These antichrists have lived in every generation and will continue to work their evil. Then just before Jesus Christ Second Coming, a “man of sin,” a completely evil man, will arise. He will be satan’s tool, equipped with satan’s power (Revelation 2:9). This “son of perdition” will be the antichrist, the man of sin spoken of by Paul in 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4. This man of sin will purpose to destroy Christianity the only true faith and will require all people to worship him.
11-18. The number seven represents completeness and ten is the number of the world. We observe that multiplying 10 by 7 gives us the total number of nations God Almighty established on earth in Genesis 10. Again, it appears that seven here symbolizes the apostate religious hierarchy in league with the political power symbolized by the ten horns. After the apostate religious system has served the purpose of the beast it will be for his purpose the destruction of all religion, good or bad. The beast then demands that he be worshiped as God.
John refers to the city famous for its seven hills, indicating the climax of satan’s struggle against God Almighty. Evil powers are limited and its destruction is on the horizon. The ten horns represent kings of nations yet to arise. Rome will be followed by other powers. Rome is a good example of how the Antichrist’s system will work, demanding complete allegiance and ruling by raw power, oppression, and slavery. These ten kings will give their power to the antichrist and will wage war against the Lamb.
We saw earlier that in the midst of this great evil, and in a dramatic turn of events, after the ten kings had suffered a defeat at the hands of the Lamb of God, that it triggered the resentment of the ten kings toward the whore, who were her allies in the secret plan to rule the world, that they turned on the whore and destroyed her. This is how evil operates. Destructive by its very nature; it discards its own adherents when they cease to serve its purposes. God so ruled the hearts of these kings, by his power over them, and by his providence, that they did those things, without intending it, which he purposed and foretold. 
God Almighty will make these ten kings to see their folly, and how they have been bewitched and enslaved by the harlot, and be made instruments in her destruction. She was that great city which reigned over the kings of the earth when John had this vision, and everyone knows Rome to be that city. Believers will be received into the glory of the Lord when wicked men will be destroyed in an awful manner. 
The ten kings having joined together in sin will be turned to hatred and rage, and they will eagerly assist in tormenting each other. But the Lord's portion is his people; his counsel shall stand, and he will do all his pleasure, to his glory, and the happiness of all his servants. God Almighty is using wicked men and women to accomplish divine purposes. No matter what happens we must trust that God is in control. God overrules all the plans and intrigues of satan, and God’s plan will happen just as he says. He even uses people opposed to him as tools to execute his will. God has supreme power and control. All the forces of darkness on earth and hell are subject to Him, as he directs events toward the consummation of all things.  
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