Sabbath Day Sermon of March 10, 2018.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop
Understanding the Seven Seals Events
Revelation Chapter 6
In this chapter, we are told what John saw and heard when the Lamb of God Almighty Jesus Christ opened the first of the seven seals on the scroll of chapter 5. This is the first of three seven-part judgments as we would see in chapters 8 through 9; the vials in chapter 16 are the other two. As each seal is broken, Jesus Christ the Lamb sets in motion events that will bring about the end of human history. This scroll is not completely opened until the seventh seal is broken in chapter 8. The contents of the scroll reveal mankind’s depravity and portray God Almighty’s authority over the events of human history.
Four horses appear as the first four seals are broken. The horses represent God Almighty’s judgment of people’s sin and rebellion. God Almighty is directing human history, even using his enemies to accomplish his purposes. The four horses are a foretaste of the final judgments yet to come. We find the imagery of four horse as well in Zachariah 6:1-18. Each of the four horses is a different color. As the Lamb opens the first seal, he now enters upon the great work of opening and accomplishing the purposes of God towards the church and the world. 
When Jesus opens the first seal, one of the fourbeastsaround the throne of chapter 4 or ministers of the Church calls upon John, with a voice like thunder, to come near, and observe what then appeared.  In his vision, John saw a white horse and he that sat on it had a bow, and a crow was given him. The Lord Jesus riding on the white horse. White horses are generally refused in war because they make the rider a mark for the enemy, but our LORD Redeemer was sure of the victory and a glorious triumph.
The white horse represents peace which came at the arrival of Jesus on earth and of his Gospel of peace (Luke 2:13, 14).  Jesus rides on the white horse of a pure but despised Gospel, with great swiftness through the world. He had a bow in his hand which represents the convictions impressed by the Word of God which peers the heart of sinful peoplelike sharp arrows. The Word of God Almighty which are like arrows reach a distance; though the ministers of the word draw the bow at a venture, God Almighty can and will direct it to the joints of the harness. 
This bow, in the hand of Jesus Christ, abides in strength, and, like that of Jonathan, never returns empty. A crown was given him, denoting that all who receive the gospel must receive Jesus Christ as a king, and must be his loyal and obedient subjects; he will be glorified in the guaranteed success of the Gospel. 
When Jesus Christ was going to war, one would think a helmet had been more proper than a crown; but a crown is given him as the earnest and emblem of victory. In the Gospel, Jesus went forth conquering, and to conquer. As long as the church continues militant advancing against the gates of hell to stop the stealing of peoples’ souls, Jesus Christ will be conquering. When he has conquered his enemies in one generation he meets with new ones in another generation. No doubt, as people will go on opposing, and will Jesus Christ go on conquering, and his former victories are pledges of future victories. 
Jesus conquers his enemies in his people; their sins are their enemies and his enemies; when Jesus Christ comes with power into their soul he begins to conquer these enemies, and he goes on conquering, in the progressive work of sanctification, till he has gained us a complete victory. And he conquers his enemies in the world, wicked men, some by bringing them to his foot, others by making them his footstool. 
The opening of the first seal which brings the successful progress of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the world is a glorious sight, worth beholding, andit is the most pleasant and welcome sight that a good person can see in this world.  Whatever convulsions and revolutions happen in the states and kingdoms of the world, the kingdom of Jesus Christ shall be established and enlarged in spite of all opposition. A morning of opportunity usually goes before a night of calamity; the Gospel is preached before the plagues are poured forth. Jesus Christ’s work is not all done at once. We would hope that when the Gospel goes forth that it should carry the whole world, or when we tell our relatives and friends of it that they will rightly receiveit. But it often meets with opposition, and moves slowly; however, Jesus Christ will do his own work effectually, in his own time and way.
The peace disappears when the second horse of red appears to take peace from the earth. In other words, war following peace (Mathew 24:13, 14). It is called the Gospel of the Kingdom because it reveals the kingdom of grace, which leads to the kingdom of glory; sets up Christ's kingdom in this world; and secures ours in the other world. This gospel, sooner or later, is to be preached in all the world, to every creature, and all nations are to be discipled by it; for in it Jesus Christ is to be Salvation to the ends of the earth; for this end, the gift of tongues was the first-fruits of the Spirit. 
The Gospel is preached for a witness to all nations, that is, a faithful declaration of the mind and will of God concerning the duty which God requires from man, and the recompense which man may expect from God Almighty. It is a record (1 John. 5:11 ), it is awitness, for those who believe, that they shall be saved, and against those who persist in unbelief, that they shall be damned (Mark 16:16).The white horse spoke of peace, the red horse of war. Now the black horse bespeaks famine. It is followed by the pale horse which represents death, for the famine is always followed by death, in war the sword kills, in famine lack of food kills, and pestilence usually erupts to kill as well. 
6-11. A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of Barley for a penny. The penny or denarius equaled a day’s wage or 8 hours pay. The four horsemen are given control of one-fourth of the earth, indicating that God Almighty is still limiting his judgment, it is not yet complete. These judgments would appear to be warnings allowing for believers to turn to Jesus Christ and away from their sin. In this case, the limited punishment not only demonstrates God Almighty's wrath on sin but also his merciful love in giving people yet another opportunity to turn to him before he brings final judgment.
The four horses give way to a scene in heaven where the souls of the martyrs who have died for the true faith cry out for vengeance against their murderers. The altar represents the altar of sacrifice in the Temple, where animals were sacrificed to atone for sins. Instead of the animal blood at the foot of the altar, John saw the souls of martyrs who had died for preaching God Almighty’s Word. Their martyrdom hasgiven way to the blessedness of their heavenly rest.John saw them—under the altar; at the foot of the altar of incense, in the holiest place; he saw them in heaven, at the foot of Jesus Christ. Hence note, Persecutors can only kill the body, and after that, there is no more than they can do; their souls live. God Almighty has provided a good place in the better world for those who are faithful to death and are not allowed a place any longer on earth. 
Holy martyrs are very near to Jesus Christ in heaven, they have the highest place there. It is not their own death, but the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, that gives them a reception into heaven and a reward there; they do not wash their robes in their own blood but in the blood of the Lamb.  What was the cause in which they suffered? The word of God Almighty and the testimony which they held, for believing the word of God, and attesting or confessing the truth of it? This profession of their faith they held fast without wavering, even though they died for it. 
My friends, It is a noble cause, the best that any man or woman can lay down his life for faith in God’s Word and a confession of that faith. The cry John heard was a loud and clear, and contained a humble expostulation or their act about the long delay of avenging justice against their enemies: “How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on those that dwell on the earth?”These martyrs were told that still more would lose their lives for their belief in Jesus Christ. My friends, in the face of warfare, famine, persecution, and death, Christians will be called on to stand firmly for what they believe. Only those who endure to the end will be rewarded by God Almighty (Mark 12:13).
We observe here that even the spirits of just men made perfect retain a proper resentment of the wrong they have sustained by their cruel enemies; and though they die in charity, praying, as Jesus Christ did, that God Almighty would forgive them; yet they are desirous that, for the honor of God Almighty, and Jesus Christ, and the gospel, and for the terror and conviction of others, that God Almighty will take a just revenge upon the sin of persecution, even while he pardons and saves the persecutors. We may wish for justice immediately, as these martyrs did, but we must be patient, for God Almighty works on his own timetable, and he promises justice. No suffering for the sake of God Almighty’s Kingdom, however, is wasted.
15-17. The sixth seal changes the scene back to the physical world. The first five and judgments were directed toward specific areas, but this judgment is universal. Everyone will be afraid when the earth itself trembles. At the sight of God Almighty sitting on the throne, all human beings great and small who rejected the peaceful Gospel message of the one on the white horse will be terrified, calling for the mountains to fall on them so they will not have to face the judgment of the Lamb. This picture should not frighten you if you are a true believer in Jesus Christ. 
For all believers, the Lamb is a gentle Savior.But for the unbelieving world, so great are the physical disturbances that these people now seek to escape, desiring that the mountains fall on them. All kinds of people are mentioned: generals, emperors, or kings, great men, rich men, chief captains, mighty men, slaves, and free men. No class or segment of unbelieving society is untouched. These who previously showed no fear of God Almighty and arrogantly flaunted their unbelief will find they were wrong, and on that day they will have to face his wrath. My friends, no who has rejected God almighty can survive the day of his wrath, but those who belong to Jesus Christ will receive a reward rather than punishment. If you are reading this message today, and you have not come to Jesus Christ, we would suggest that you hurry before the trumpet sounds.  
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