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The Plot to Put Jesus to Death

Mark Chapter 14

This was two days before the feast of the Passover which is celebrated on the 14th day of Nisan or the month of Abib. This would have been on a Monday since he was crucified on Wednesday of that same week. Before and in Jesus’ day all males over age twelve were to go to Jerusalem for this observance. The Passover commemorated Israel’s deliverance from Egypt (a type) the night the angel of death passed through the land and slew the firstborn of every household except those whose doors had been sprinkled with blood, a type of Jesus blood on the cross (Ex. 12:12-13). It looked forward to Calvary and the shed blood of Jesus Christ. It was a type of the salvation we have in Jesus having been delivered from our sinful lives, and separated unto God.
Here is God’s plan of deliver for them as it was carried out: (1) the sacrifice was offered for them, and all that accepted the sacrifice were delivered from the angel of death (Ex. 12:12-13); (2) they were delivered from their slavery and separated from Egyptian idolatry; (3) they were baptized in the Red Sea as they crossed on dry shod; (4) thereafter, they were given and taught the commandments of God; (5) the covenant between them and God was ratified, that He will be there God and they will be his people (Ex. 19:4-8).  Is there any difference in what it takes to become a Christian? The plan of salvation was originally placed in the feasts of The Lord for our benefit. Note, that the deliverance of the Israelites took place in the month of Abib, in which month God had commanded to be the New Year—the beginning of the months in a year for his people (Ex.12:1, 2, 14).

The Passover was followed by the seventh-day feast of unleavened bread, when no yeast was used. The Passover feast commemorated Israel’s flight from Egypt, and our deliverance from sin. Passover and the feast of unleavened bread were generally celebrated as one feast (Ex. 12:11).  The Jewish leaders both religious and political continued in their plot secretly to kill Jesus—this murder was carefully planned. The murder plot was not being planned because popular opinion had turned against him. In fact, the leaders were afraid of Jesus popularity.  The policy of the plotters; Not on the feast-day. Was it in regard to the holiness of the time, or because they would not be disturbed in the religious services of the day?  No, but lest there should be an uproar among the people. They knew Jesus had a great interest in the common people, of whom there was a great concourse on the feast-day, and they would be in danger of taking up arms against their rulers, if they should offer to lay violent hands on Jesus, whom all held for a prophet.

Justice Haim Cohn a retired Justice of the supreme court of Israel in his article on the trial and the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, noted that "one of the reasons the Jewish leadership at the time planned to murder Jesus was because the standing and prestige of the High Priests, the Sadducee and the Pharisees among broad masses of the people in those days was steadily declining. They were suspected and accused of collaboration with the Roman authorities and with the puppet king Herod serving the Romans. The opportunity to regain its religious authority presented itself in the case of Jesus.  Jesus was not an ordinary man, but one who challenged the authority of the religious leadership of his country at that time," he wrote.

3-9. The pouring of oil on Jesus’ head in Bethany. This incident is not to be confused with a similar one that occurred in Bethany of Judea during the closing week of Jesus life and ministry. The incident reported here occurred during Jesus Galilean ministry. The sinful woman is unmarried, whereas in Bethany the woman is said to be Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus, in this incident the host is Simon the Pharisee, in Bethany it was Simon the leper. Jesus concluding statements here are quite different from those recorded in accounts of the Bethany incident. Not a shred of evidence exists for supporting—as some do—that this sinful woman was Mary Magdalene.

“And there were some that had indignation within themselves, and said, why was this waste of the ointment made?” The cost of the ointment was estimated to have equaled the yearly pay of a lower-class worker. Matthew tells us that: “his disciples had indignation,” (Matt. 26:8).  It appeared Judas Iscariot was not alone in his objections to the use of the expensive aromatic ointment. The tension between helping the poor and spending on one’s self that which could have been given to the poor remains with us in this and in all ages.

Jesus endorsed Mary’s act. Each believer, under the Holy Spirit, is responsible for what he or she does with what God has given them.  But Judas had taken his indignation to another level that he now sort to betray him. Judas indignation over Mary’s act of worship was based not on concern for the poor but on greed. Since he was the treasurer of Jesus’ ministry and had embezzled funds (John 12:4-6), he no doubt wanted the perfume sold so that he could benefit from the proceeds.

“For ye have the poor with you always, and whenever you will ye may do them good” by this statement, Jesus was not saying that we should neglect the poor, nor was he justifying the indifference to them. He was praising Mary for her unselfish act of worship. To the believer, what then is the essence of worshipping Jesus? It is for us to regard him with utmost love, respect, and devotion and to be willing to sacrifice to him what is most precious to us.

If you would like to know why his other disciples joined Judas in showing indignation, and probably one of the reasons Judas betrayed him besides his eyes being on the money, it is that they expected Jesus to start a political rebellion and overthrow Rome.  As treasurer, Judas certainly assumed as did other disciples that each of them would be given an important position in Jesus new government, when Jesus is seated on the throne of David.  But when Jesus praised Mary for pouring out the perfume, thought to be worth a year’s salary, and Jesus’ statement that “me ye have not always and the anointing being for his burial,” Judas finally realized that Jesus’ Kingdom was not physical or political, but spiritual. To him it was time to walk away from this bunch of losers, but not before betraying their leader who wasted almost two and half years of his time he spent with him wandering around the country side, he must have thought.  Judas’ greedy desire for money and status could not be realized if he followed Jesus, so he betrayed him is exchange for money and status from the religious leaders. The question for you is why are you following Jesus today? It is for money and status, or for he is offering, eternal life?

10-25. Speaking of Judas Iscariot’s arrangement to betray Jesus, he was the only disciple of Jesus from Judea, the others were from Galilee. The Judeans looked down on the Galileans. He was covetous and dishonest. He sold Jesus to his enemies for a few pieces of silver. Jesus knew Judas would betray him even before he chose him as a disciple. Again, Judas could have chosen not to be what was thought of him. It was his mind set that placed him on the path of the prophecy we find in the Bible (Zech 11:12).  Here in Judas’ case, we have an example of God’s foreknowledge and Judas’ free will.  Jesus said this at the table to the hearing of Judas about whom ever that will allow himself unto the path of this prophecy to be used to fulfill it, “that it would have been “far better for that one if he had never been born.”  Nothwithstanding, Judas went on with his plan on how he might conveniently betray him.

“The Preparation “of the Lord’s Supper, was instituted by Jesus Christ. In Luke chapter 22:8 we learned that it was Peter and John that Jesus sent to prepare a place for the Passover meal in what was believed to be the home of Mark the one who wrote this book. Judas, the very man who would betray Jesus was at the table with the others. Paul states specifically that the Supper was instituted by Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:13). It was the fulfillment of the type, the Passover meal celebrated according to Exodus 12:21-28, and referred to by Paul in 1 Cor. 5:7, 8 it is to be celebrated by the church until the return of the Lord. Paul urges self-examination on the part of every communicant in the meal. Only the truly professing Christians should sit at the table of the Lord. Those who do not discern the Lord’s body bring judgment upon themselves, according to 1 Cor. 11:27-30). Those living sinful lives and non-Christians should not be permitted to participate in the Supper.

26-29.  Jesus and his disciples sang. Probably, they used Psalms of rejoicing and praise. Jesus Christ and his disciples surrounded by their enemies were not afraid to fulfill the duty of singing Psalms. Paul and Silas did the same when in prison at Philippi (Acts. 16:25). This, Jesus Christ in dying and rising for our salvation and for establishing the New Covenant, is our assurance to go on unhindered and unimpressed by the world's arrogance.
“Twice”-- Peter’s denial of Jesus twice among all his failures occurred for a reason; God by his foreknowledge knew what people would do with Peter’s name as we see it being done today under our eyes. So whether Peter denied Jesus twice, once or three times, all that mattered was that he did deny him as Jesus had prophesied. The lesson here for every believer to learn is how much we need the Holy Spirit to work with us in our profession as Christians, without which everyone of us will even deny Jesus more than Peter may have done. Because after the giving of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2:1-14, we saw that a different and a fearless Peter emerged.
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