Sabbath Day Sermon of June 9, 2018
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Pouring of the Wrath of God Almighty Upon the Earth
Revelation Chapter 16

In this chapter, John watches as the pouring of six of the seven bowls or vials were poured out. These vial judgments are God Almighty’s final and complete judgments upon the earth. The end has come. There are many similarities between the vial judgments and the trumpet judgments, but there are three main differences: (1) These judgments are complete where the trumpet judgments are partial; (2) the trumpet judgments still give unbelievers the opportunity to repent, but the vial judgments do not and (3) mankind is indirectly affected by several of the trumpet judgments but directly attacked by all the vial judgments. “They are worthy” means because they shed blood, they deserve the punishment of having only blood to drink.

The seventh vial awaits the usual interval as previously seen between the sixth and the seven seal, and trumpet, and now the bowls. Some have taught that the Church has been removed and only tribulation saints, that is, those who have come to salvation in Jesus Christ after the Church of Jesus Christ has been raptured and unbelievers are here. Whether these tribulation saints are part of the Church or constitute a separate and special body is not explicitly stated in any event. Yet others hold that the Church will go through the great tribulation but will be supernaturally preserved from the wrath of God Almighty as the Israelites were preserved from the plagues of Egypt. The later position makes sense because to preserve his people from the plagues God Almighty put his sign on their foreheads (Exodus 8:23; 9:1-7; Ezekiel 9:1-5; Revelation 7:1-10).
5-12. In the narrative of the trumpets in chapters 8:6 through 11:15, there are no voices explaining the happenings. Here when the third bowl of the wrath of God Almighty is poured out, two voices are heard: one is that of the angel of the waters and the other that of the prophets and martyrs whose intercessions have come to the altar of God Almighty. Both rejoice in this just judgment and proclaim the righteousness of the one who is and was. The “shall be” refers to Jesus Christ who is to come.

The intensification of these plagues is indicated by the affliction which hits the whole earth, not just a part of it. The third plague, which destroys all fresh drinking water, is accompanied by an antiphonalor hymn and praise proclamation of the justice of God Almighty’s judgment against those who have shed the blood of the righteous. The fourth plague combines the apocalypticor disaster sign in the sun with the casting of fire on the earth. Instead of darkening, as in other apocalyptic visions like the third trumpet, the sun flares up and burns people with tits fire. 
The darkness of the final plague resembles the darkness over Egypt. It also recalls the destruction of the light of the heavenly bodies in the earlier plagues. Human suffering comes from the affliction with boils, upon those who had the mark of the beast and do worship him as in the first plague of this series. All the more as the cause of their suffering. This intensification of their hostility to God Almighty prepares the way for the summoning of destruction from the East. 
In Isaiah 46:11-13, God Almighty answers the hard of heart by summoning his man from the East. That summons is theprelude to salvation: the beautifuldaughter of Babylon is reduced from luxury to slavery in Isaiah 47. Revelation will follow a similar pattern. We are about to see the luxurious daughter of Babylon and then to witness her fall. However, two more plagues intervene before we come to that vision.The fourth and fifth plagues are also linked to the earlier trumpet series in their emphasis on humanity’s failure to repent. Instead of turning from wickedness, humans blaspheme God Almighty.
13-15. We observe that after verse 12 there is the usual interruption between the sixth and the seventh bowl, as there was for the seals and trumpets. It specifies that the nations of the earth are to be gathered together for the last and great battle of the age, the battle of Armageddon. Then comes the seventh bowl (Zechariah 12:2-4).

Here John’s revelation turns to more grotesque and mythological images for the concluding plagues of a series. The sixth plague presents us with a ghastly image of the armies drawing up for battle. The river Euphrates was a natural protective boundary against the empires to the east: Babylon, Assyria, Persia. If it is dried up, nothing could hold back invading armies. The armies “kings” of the east symbolize unhindered judgment, and provide a way for the demonic armies. Like the Egyptian frogs (Exodus 7:6-11; Psalm 7:45; 105:30), they come forth. They work signs and assemble all the kings of the earth for battle.
The miracle-working demons that come from the unholy trinity unite the rulers of the world for battle against God Almighty. My friends, you need to watch very closely what is happening in the middle-east, that is, in the vicinity of Jerusalem or Mount Zion. The demons which come from the mouths of the three evil rulers signify the verbal enticements and propaganda that will draw many people to their evil cause (Revelation 9:3).
This assembling provides a demonic antitype for the assembling of the righteous with the Lamb in chapter 14. It translates into the imagery of the prophetic vision of the armies coming against Jerusalem in Zechariah 14:2-5. In the chapter Zechariah describes the Lord going forth against his enemies from Zion. When he stands on the Mount Olives, it splits in two, the valley fills and a great earthquake ensues. Later in the same vision, the Lord strikes his enemies with a plague that causes their flesh to rot (Zechariah 14:12). 
In verse 15 of Revelation chapter 16, there is an interruption of these predictions of disaster with warnings to the righteous to be on their guard. Jesus will return unexpectedly, so the righteous must be ready for his Return. We can prepare ourselves by standing against temptation and by being committed to God Almighty’s moral standards. Take an inventory of your life today to figure out in what ways your life show either your readiness or your lack of preparation for Jesus Christ’s return. Keep your mind from intercepting the broadcast of the evil one also known as Mr. Sin and Lucifer.Related sayings about the second coming are common in the New Testament (Matthew 24:43; Luke 12:39; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6; 2 Peter 3:10).
People know that these judgments come from God Almighty because they curse him for sending them. But they still refuse to recognize God Almighty’s authority and repent of their sins. Christians should not be surprised at the hostility and hardness of heart of unbelievers. If this troubles you, you should know that even when the power of God Almighty is fully and completely revealed, many friends and relatives of yours will still refuse to repent. If for any reason you find yourself ignoring God Almighty more and more, turn back to him “Now” before your heart becomes too hard to repent (Revelation 9:20, 21).
16-21. Armageddon is the place where the last great battle of the age will be fought between good and evil, and it is also the name of the battle itself. Evil will be defeated and destroyed, God Almighty has already triumphed. Premillennialists believe and teach that this triumph of Jesus Christ will bring about his thousand-year reign on earth and the binding of Satan. TheAmillennialists hold that this battle will be the beginning of the end of history and will be followed by the final judgments and the start of the new age. 
It was also in the same location “Megiddo” that King Josiah went to war against Necho the king of Egypt and got kill because he disobeyed God Almighty’s warning not to meddle in the conflict (2 Chronicles 35:22; Isaiah 45:7).Sinful people will unite to fight against God Almighty in a final display of rebellion. Many are already united against Jesus Christ and his people, who stand for truth, peace, justice, and morality. Your personal battle with evil foreshadows the great battle pictured here, where God Almighty will meet evil and destroy it once and for all (Revelation 20:7-15).  

The seventh bowl is poured into the air. There follow cosmic judgments in which the great city is split into three parts, islands disappear, hail falls, lightning flashes, and the earthquakes.The announcement of judgment with “it is done” all belong to the scenario for the appearance of God Almighty at the end of the world. The revelation is recapitulating the woe of Revelation 14:3-16 and looking forward to the vision of the fall of the “great city” Babylon which is to come. Flight of the islands and mountains is a sign of the divine appearance (Isaiah 41:5). 
Even the destruction of a multitude of cities and great hailstones do nothing to change the ways of humanity. As they have done in response to the earlier plagues, they continue to blaspheme the name of God Almighty. Again, we have the proof here that not everyone is going to heaven. Because instead of repenting, sinful and wicked people blaspheme the name of God Almighty. 
Great calamities will not bring people to repentance unless the grace of God Almighty works repentance in their hearts. The evil of the last days is intensified by the punishments which God Almighty has sent against humanity. Therefore, whoever is not made better by God Almighty’s judgments will become worse. Again, whoever is so hardened that he or she will not repent will experience utter destruction.
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