Sabbath Day Sermon of June 8, 2019 [Pentecost]
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus the Living Water for Those Who Thirst
John Chapter 4
Here Jesus leaves Judea for Galilee to the north. Enroute he passes through Samaria, where, at Shechem, he rests at noon next to Jacob’s well which is still in existence today. To clarify even further the content of this important chapter where Jesus speaks of the coming of the Holy Spirit, and why the woman was surprised that an Israelite spoke to her and indicated that he was even willing to drink from her water jar.  
To do this, we will go back to the history of Israelites relationship with the Samaritans lodged between Galilee to the north and Judea to the south, was very bad, deep, and historically conditioned mostly because of the idolatrous religious practices of the Samaritans who also were foreigners. If you recall that in our previous study on the founder of the Roman Catholic Church, Simon Megas was a Samaritan sorcerer who was the first Pope of the Roman church.

In 2 Kings 17:23-41, we read that about 722 B.C., the Assyrian army descended upon northern Israel with force, took its Israelites populace into an exile from which it never returned. Then the Assyrians colonized its land with foreigners who partially adopted Israel’s religion while still worshipping their pagan gods over the centuries. They were always viewed by the Israelites as hated, semi-pagan invaders. Here we read that Jesus was sitting at the well exhausted from his journey. The woman, and her appearance at the well about noon, long after the village women would have replenished their water supply for the day, may indicate her isolated position in the town’s society. 

Because she was sexually immoral, she was left to herself and her merry-go-round retinue of men friends. Yet it is she who, rebounding from Jesus healing words, becomes a missionary to her people. The Lord’s word moves her from isolation to faith to mission. The lesson here is whether a person has a respectable lifestyle or not, the Gospel message is for everyone. True Christians must be prepared to share this Gospel at any time in any place. Jesus had no barriers, he crossed them all to share the Gospel, and that is what we must do if we have decided to follow Him.

In verse 7 is Jesus’ first dialogue with the Samaritan woman concerning “Living water.” The water of Jacob’s well is surpassed by the water that Jesus will give, “A spring of water welling up to eternal life.” This water is the only passport to heaven; you must have it or you won’t be traveling with us to heaven when Jesus returns. It has nothing to do with going to Church or whatever gift you have received, but it will be based on what is in your heart. If your heart still has some dirt, clean it up “Now” before it is too late (John 3:5-8).

8-12. We observe the particulars of this discourse. Jesus begins with a modest request for water: “Give me to drink.” Jesus Christ asked for it, not only that he needed it, but because he purposed to draw on further discourse with her, and teach us to be willing to be a witness to the meanest when there is an occasion. Two things this woman wonders: (1) Why Jesus should ask for this kindness from her; for it was the custom of the Judaeans that they would endure any hardship rather than speak to a Samaritan. (2) This woman expected that Jesus Christ should be as other Judaeans were; and she wonders why Jesus should expect to receive this kindness from her, a Samaritan.
First, how God Almighty controls and approves of honest humble diligence in our places. Jesus Christ was made known to the shepherds when they were keeping their flock. Secondly, how the divine Providence brings about glorious purposes by events which seem to us fortuitous and accidental. This woman’s meeting with Jesus Christ at the well may remind us of the stories of Rebekah, Rachel, and Zipporah Jethro’s daughter, who all met with their husbands: Isaac, Jacob, and Moses, when they came to the wells for water. Thirdly, how the preventing grace of God Almighty sometimes brings people unexpectedly under the means of conversion and salvation. He is found of them that sought him not. 

His disciples were gone away into the city to buy meat. Hence learn a lesson, but Jesus Christ did not go into the city to eat, but he sent his disciples to fetch his meat from there; not because he scrupled eating in a Samaritan city, but, it was because he had a good work to do at that well, which might be done while they were catering.  Jesus Christ could eat his dinner as well upon a draw well as in the best inn in the town. We should all learn to comport with our circumstances as did Jesus Christ.

Now, this gave Jesus Christ an opportunity of discoursing with this woman about spiritual concerns that he often preached to multitudes that crowded after him for instruction. But here he condescends to teach a single person, a woman, a spiritually dead and poor woman, who sleeps around with men, a stranger, a Samaritan, purposefully, to teach us his ministers to do likewise, as those that know what a glorious achievement it is to help to get someone saved, though but one soul, from death.


First, Jesus waives her objection of the feud between the Judaeans and Samaritans and paid no attention to it. Some differences are best healed by being slighted, and by avoiding all occasions of entering into a dispute about them. Jesus Christ will convert this woman, not by showing her that the Samaritan worship was schismatical, though really it was so, but by showing her own ignorance and immoralities, and her need of a Savior.

Secondly, He fills her with an apprehension that she had now an opportunity, a fairer opportunity than she was aware of gaining that which would be of unspeakable advantage to her, an eternal life. Jesus Christ tells her expressly that she had now a season of grace; this was the day of her visitation.  He hints to her what she should know, but she was ignorant: “If thou knewest the gift of God Almighty, who it is that saith, Give me to drink. If thou knewest who I am.”  

The Samaritan woman saw Jesus as a Judaean, a poor weary traveler; but Jesus would have her know something more concerning him that she did not know. Jesus Christ is the gift of God Almighty, the richest token of God Almighty’s love to us, and the richest treasure of all good for us; a gift, not a debt which we could demand from God Almighty; not a loan, which he will demand from us again, but a gift, a free gift (John  3:16 ).  

It is an unspeakable privilege to have this gift of God Almighty proposed and offered to us; to have an opportunity of embracing it: "He who is the gift of God Almighty is now set before thee, and addresses himself to thee; it is he that saith, Give me to drink.’’ Though Jesus Christ is set before us and appeals to us in and by his Gospel, yet there are multitudes that will not notice. They will not realize who it is that speaks to them in the Gospel saying, “Give me to drink”; they will not perceive that it is the Lord God Almighty that calls them. 

Jesus hopes concerning her, what she would have done if she had known him; to be sure she would not have given him such a rude and uncivil answer; she would have been so far from affronting him in the way that she had addressed him: “Thou wouldest have asked.” Those that would have any benefit by Jesus Christ must ask for it, must be earnest in prayer to God Almighty for it.  Those that have a right knowledge of Jesus Christ will seek to him, and if we do not seek unto him it is a sign that we do not know him (Psalm 9:10). By this living water is meant the Spirit, who is not like the water in the bottom of the well, for some of which he asked, but like living or running water, which was much more valuable. 

 The Spirit of grace is as living water (John 7:38). Under this similitude the blessings of the Messiah had been promised in the Old Testament, (Isaiah. 12:3; 35:7; 44:3; 55:1; Zechariah 14:8-10). The graces of the Spirit, and his comforts satisfy the thirsting soul that knows its own nature and necessity. Jesus Christ can and will give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him and keep his commandment (John 14:15-18); for he received that he might give.  

The Samaritan not understanding what Jesus meant by “living water” objects at the gracious intimation which Jesus Christ gave her saying, “Thou hast nothing to draw with; and besides, Art thou greater than our father Jacob?” Jesus spoke figuratively, but she took it literally. Notice, what confused notions people in the world have of spiritual things, who are wholly taken up with the things that are sensible. 

First, she does not think Jesus is capable of furnishing her with any water, no, not the water in the well that is here: “Thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep.” This she said, not knowing the power of Jesus Christ, for he who causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth needs nothing to draw (Jeremiah 51:16). Again, there are those who will trust Jesus Christ no further than they can see him, and will not believe his promise unless the means of the performance of is visible; as if he is subject to our methods, and could not draw water without our buckets. 

She asks scornfully, "Whence hast thou this living water? I see not whence thou canst have it.’’ Note, the springs of that living water which Jesus Christ has for those that come to him are secret and undiscovered (John 14:16-17). The fountain of life is hidden with Jesus Christ. He has enough for us, though we see not whence he has it. 

Secondly, the Samaritan woman does not think it possible that Jesus could furnish her with any better water than this which she came out to fetch: “Art thou greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well?” The Samaritans woman was out of line in several things as in calling Jacob, father. The Samaritans do not have the authority to consider themselves of the seed of Jacob? They were descended from the mixed multitude which the king of Assyria had placed in the cities of Samaria. It is only by accepting Jesus Christ can they become heirs to Abraham’s promise (Galatian 3: 14-29). 

13-15 - Jesus answered and said unto her, “But whosoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life” (John 4:14). 

Many spiritual functions parallel physical functions. As our bodies hunger for thirst, so do our souls. But our souls need spiritual food and water. The Samaritan woman confused two kinds of water perhaps because no one had ever talked with her about her spiritual hunger and thirst before. My friends, would you think of depriving your body of food and water when it hunger or thirst. Why should you deprive your soul? The living Word, Jesus Christ, and the written Word of God Almighty are the only things that can satisfy your hunger and thirsty soul.

16-24. The Samaritan woman mistakenly believed that if she received the water Jesus offered, she would not have to return to the well each day. She was interested in Jesus message because she thought it could make her life easier. Accepting Jesus into your life purposefully, to because it will make your life easier is for the wrong reasons. Because Jesus did not come to take away challenges, but to change us on the inside and to empower us to deal with problems from God Almighty’s perspective.

Just as many people in the world would not understand, the woman did not immediately understand what Jesus meant by the “living water” that will last forever.  However, Jesus discernment of the woman’s lifestyle past and present moves her toward faith: “Sir, I can see that you are a prophet.” As professional Christians, we know sharing the Gospel does not always have immediate results. When we ask people to let Jesus change their lives, we should give them time to weigh the matter. The Gospel message requires no pressure on people to accept it. God Almighty through the Holy Spirit convinces the heart and brings them to Jesus (John 6:44; 14:6).

20-26. The woman brought up a popular theological issue about the right place to worship. Her question no doubt was a smoke screen to keep Jesus away from getting personal, which is her deepest need. So Jesus directed the conversation to a much more important point saying “Yet the hour is coming, and is now here when true worshippers will worship the Father in Spirit and truth.”  In other words, the location of worship is not nearly as important as the attitude of the worshippers. God Almighty is a spirit,” meaning he is not a physical being limited to one place.  He is present everywhere and he can be worshipped anywhere, anytime.  So it is not where we worship that counts, but who and how we worship. Then the woman begins to think in terms of the Messiah. Jesus states, “I am he.”
To worship in spirit and in truth, our worship must be genuine and real, we must be aware we stand in the presence of God Almighty, we must have the Holy Spirit help by praying for us (Romans 8:23), by teaching us (John 14:16), and telling us we are loved (Romans 5:5).

31-38. In the second dialogue between Jesus and the disciples, Jesus food, he states is: “To do the will of the one who sent me and to finish his work.” Here he points to the harvest, “Look up and see the fields ripe for the harvest. The Samaritan woman believes saying “We know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” Sometimes Christians excuse themselves from witnessing by saying their family or friends aren’t ready to believe. Jesus however, makes it clear that around us a continual harvest waits to be reaped. My friends, we should be working as Jesus works. Do not let him find you making excuses. Look around, the lost are everywhere in this end times.  You will find people ready to hear God Almighty’s Word and move on to the next. There is no time to dig in and argue over religion. The Christian is specialized in creating relationships by introducing the sinners to Jesus Christ. We must continue to advance; sow the seed and move on to the next soil, and let the Holy Spirit water it.

Jesus words, “Come unto me and drink” alluded to the theme of many Bible passages that talk about the Messiah’s life-giving blessing (Isiah 12:2; 44:2, 3; 4: 58:11). In promising to give the Holy Spirit to all who believed, Jesus was claiming to be the Messiah, for that was something only the Messiah could do (John 7;38).

“He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. Jesus used the term “living water,” in John 4:10 to indicate eternal life. Here he uses the term to refer to the Holy Spirit. The two go together. Wherever the Holy Spirit is accepted, he brings eternal life. Having the Holy Spirit is like having a passport to eternal life when Jesus returns. Jesus teaches more about the Holy Spirit in John chapters 14-16. The Holy Spirit empowered Jesus’ followers at Pentecost and has since been available to all who believe in Jesus and keep his commandments as Lord and Savior (Acts 2).


And he said unto me, “It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely” (Revelation 21:6). The certainty of the promise has arrived: These words are faithful and true, and it follows. It is done, is as sure as if it were done already. We may and ought to take God Almighty’s promise as present payment; if he has said that he makes all things new, it is done. He gives us his titles of honor as a pledge or surety of the full performance, even those titles of Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. As it was his glory that he gave the rise and beginning to the world and to his Congregation, it will be his glory to finish the work he began, and not to leave it imperfect. 

As his power and will were the first cause of all things, his pleasure and glory are the last ends, and he will not lose his design; for then he would no longer be the Alpha and Omega. People may begin designs which they can never bring to perfection, but the counsel of God Almighty shall stand, and he will do all his pleasure.  The desires of his people towards this blessed state furnish another evidence of the truth and certainty of it. 

As Christians, we thirst after a state of sinless perfection and the uninterrupted enjoyment of God Almighty. God Almighty has wrought in us these longing desires, which cannot be satisfied with anything else, and therefore would be the torment of the soul if we are disappointed. But that would be inconsistent with the goodness of God Almighty, and his love to his people, to create in his people holy and heavenly desires, and then deny us our proper satisfaction. Therefore we may be assured that, when we have overcome our present difficulties, God Almighty will give us the fountain of the water of life freely.  The greatness of this future felicity is declared and illustrated by the freeness of it, it is the free gift of God: He gives of the water of life freely; this will not make it less but more grateful to his people.

“For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground”: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring: The sign that we have received the Holy Spirit is that we become proud of belonging to God Almighty. As true children God Almighty’s we would be unashamed and delighted to let everyone know about our relationship with him (Isaiah 44:3)

For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, [and] hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water. Who would set aside sparkling fresh water? God Almighty told the Israelites that was what they were doing when they turned from him, the fountain of living waters, to worship idols. Not only that, the cisterns they chose were broken and empty. The people had built religious systems in which to store truth, but they were worthless. Why should we cling to the broken promises of unstable “cisterns” money, power, religious systems, and worship of Satan through the so-called sexual liberation, LGBT lifestyles, or whatever transitory thing we are putting in place of God Almighty? When God Almighty promises to constantly refresh us with himself, the “living water” (Jeremiah 2:13)

“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will let him take the water of life freely.” When Jesus met the Samaritan woman at the well, he told her of the living water that he could supply. This image is used here again as Jesus Christ invites anyone to come and drink of the water of life. The gospel is unlimited in scope, all people everywhere may come. Salvation cannot be earned, but God Almighty gives if freely. We live in a world desperately thirsty for living water, and many are dying of thirst. But it is still not too late. Let us invite everyone to come and drink the everlasting good drink of Jesus Christ (Revelation 22:17).

“And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.” The water of life is a symbol of eternal life. Jesus used this same image with the Samaritan woman (John 4:7-44). it pictures the fullness of life with God Almighty and the eternal blessings that come when we believe in him and satisfy our spiritual thirst (Revelation 22:1).
     
 Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation. "Therefore, because the Lord Jehovah is your strength and song and will be your salvation, you shall draw water with joy.’’ Note, The assurances God Almighty has given us of his love, and the experiences we have had of the benefit and comfort of his grace. These should greatly encourage our faith in him and our expectations from him: "Out of the wells of salvation in God Almighty, who is the fountain of all good to his people, you shall draw water with joy. God Almighty’s favor shall flow forth to you, and you shall have the comfort of it and make use of the blessed fruits of it’’ (Isaiah 12:3)

God’s promises revealed, ratified, and given out to us, in his ordinances, are wells of salvation; wells of the Savior, for in them the Savior and salvation are made known to us and made over to us.  It is our duty by faith to draw water out of these wells, to take to ourselves the benefit and comfort that are treasured up for us in them, as those that acknowledge all our fresh springs to be there and all our fresh streams to be thence, (Psalm 87:7).  Water is to be drawn out of the wells of salvation with a great deal of pleasure and satisfaction. It is the will of God Almighty that we should rejoice before him and rejoice in him (Deuteronomy 26:11), be joyful in his house of prayer (Isaiah 56:7), and keep his feasts with gladness, (Acts. 2:46).

 And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not. The Lord shall guide thee continually. While we are here, in the wilderness of this world, we have need of continual direction from heaven; for, if at any time we be left to ourselves, we shall certainly miss our way; and therefore it is to those who are faithful in God Almighty’s sight that he gives the wisdom which in all cases is profitable to direct, and he will be to them instead of eyes, (Isaiah 58:11; Eccl. 2:26). 

His providence will make their way plain to them, both what is their duty and what will be most for their comfort.  God Almighty will give them an abundance of satisfaction in their own minds. As the world is a wilderness in respect of wanderings, so that they need to be guided continually, so also is it in respect of wants, which makes it necessary that they should have continual supplies, as Israel in the wilderness had not only the pillar of cloud to guide them continually, but manna and water out of the rock to satisfy their souls in drought, in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water.

"Thou shalt be like a watered garden, so flourishing and fruitful in graces and comforts, and like a spring of water, like a garden that has a spring of water in it, whose waters fail not either in droughts or in frosts.’’ The principle of holy love in those that are faithful shall be a well of living water, (John. 4:14). 

Like a spring of water, though it is continually sending forth its streams, is yet always full, so the charitable man or woman abounds in good as he or she abounds in doing good and is never the poorer for his or her liberality. He or she that waters shall themselves be watered. They and their families shall be public blessings. It is a good reward to those that are fruitful and useful to be rendered more so, and especially to have those who descend from them to be so too. This is here promised.


They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat.  God Almighty will provide for his children’s needs in their eternal home, where there will be no hunger, thirst, or pain, and he will wipe away all tears. When we are suffering or torn apart by sorrow, take comfort in this promise of complete protection and relief (Revelation 7:16-17).

“When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue failed for thirst, I the LORD will hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them.” When we are freed from that which hindered our joy, and are blessed with that which is the matter of it, we ought to remember that God is our exceeding joy and in him, all our joys must terminate. When we rejoice over our enemies we must rejoice in the Lord, for to him alone we owe our liberties and victories. "Thou shalt also glory in the Holy One of Israel, in thy interest in him and relation to him, and what he has done for thee.’’ And, if thus we make God Almighty our praise and glory, we become to him for praise and glory (Isaiah 41:17-18).

 The faithful of the Lord shall have reasonable and suitable supplies of everything that is proper for them in the time of need; and, if there be an occasion, God Almighty will again do for them as he did for Israel in their march from Egypt to Canaan. When the captives, either in Babylon or in their return thence, are in distress for want of water or shelter, God Almighty will take care of them, and, one way or other, make their journey, even though a wilderness, comfortable to them. 
The return of the Israelites out of Babylon was typical of our redemption by Jesus Christ; and so the contents of these promises. They were provided by the Gospel of Jesus Christ. That glorious discovery of his love has given full assurance to all those who hear this joyful sound that God has provided inestimable comforts for them, sufficient for the supply of all their wants, the balancing of all their grief, and the answering of all their prayers. 

 They are applied by the grace and Spirit of Jesus Christ to all believers, that they may have strong consolation in their way and complete happiness in their end. Our way to heaven lies through the wilderness of this world. Now, it is here supposed that the people of God Almighty, in their passage through this world, are often in straits. The poor and needy seek water, and there is none; the poor in spirit hunger and thirst after righteousness. 
The soul of man, finding itself empty and necessitous, seeks for satisfaction somewhere, but soon despairs of finding it in the world that has nothing in it to make it easy. Humans are broken cisterns that can hold no water; so that their tongue fails for thirst, they are weary of seeking that satisfaction in the world which does not have the slightest of it. Their sorrow makes them thirsty; so does their toil. 

It is here promised that one way or other, all their grievances shall be redressed and they shall be made easy.  God Almighty himself will be near unto them that shall call upon him. Let all the praying people of God Almighty know this, and take comfort in it. God Almighty has said, "I the Lord will hear them, will answer them; I, the God of Israel, will not forsake them; I will be with them, as I have always been, in their distresses.”

Scripture Reading Online
http://av1611.com/kjbp/kjv-bible-text/index.html
  http://www.hsapm.org/radio1.html
Online Bible by HSAPM for Windows 8.1
http://www.hsapm.org/rss
Leviticus Chapter 23:15-23
