Sabbath Day Sermon of June 7, 2014
By Rev. R. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Locust A Sign of Coming Judgment
Joel Chapter 1

In this chapter Joel speaks of something not known in the previous experience or recorded in books of history. The Old men of the nation are challenged to declare whether they have ever experienced or known of any devastation like that which is about to take place. What is going to take place will be so unusual and so breathtaking that all generations to come will stand astonished. God urged adults to pass their history down to their children, telling them over and over the important lessons they learned. One of the greatest gifts you as a parent can give younger people is your life’s story to help them understand the successes you had and the mistakes you have made.

Joel was a prophet to the nation of Judah, also known as the Southern Kingdom, who prophesied during the reign of King Joash (835-795 B.C). But the date of Joel’s book is not nearly so important as its timeless message: Sin brings God’s Judgment: yet with God’s justice there is also great mercy. 

There are a variety of locusts, four of which are mentioned here. Their swarms could reach millions if not billions. A nation, not a nation of human beings, but an unimaginable army of locusts who constitute a nation. They are numberless and have teeth like lions to destroy. The locusts ate everything that was edible, including the bark from the trees, which stand in witness against the clear sky. In his vision Joel saw a plague of Locusts which had stripped the land bare. This suggests to Joel the devastation which will be wrought when the Lord comes in judgment upon the world on the fearful Day of God Almighty. In a dramatic and vivid detail the prophet describes the depredations of the locusts, which he sees as a presage of the coming judgment; bringing darkness and terror, they sweep through the land like the consuming fire of God or like the avenging army of his wrath. In the eyes of the prophet, this meant that the people had sinned. Joel’s point was that God would punish the people because of their sin. Joel calls this judgment the “Day of the Lord. 
Why would God allow the judgment to come upon his people? The people’s physical and moral senses were dulled, making them oblivious to sin. Joel called them to awaken from their complacency and admit their sin before it was too late. In other words, that it is never too late to turn to God in penitence. If only the people will throw themselves on the mercy of God “rend your hearts and not your garments,” he will rid them of this plague. Deep remorse was often shown by tearing one’s clothes. But God did not want an outward display of penitence without true inward repentance. Be sure your attitude toward God is correct, not just your outward actions. 

 Joel makes it very clear that the only hope the people have is to turn to God for help. Otherwise everything would be destroyed, even the grapes and wine that caused their drunkenness. Our times of peace and prosperity can lull us to sleep. We must never let material abundance hinder our spiritual readiness. 
“The vine is dried up.” The workers labor, but the fields bring forth no fruit. This is only one of the signs of a future disaster. Joel calls for the priests to prepare their hearts in private for their public duty of seeking God’s help. In good times the people brought their offerings to the priests from the produce taken from the fields. Now there is nothing for the priests to eat. The earth is barren and the crops, if any, scanty. They must fast, meet in solemn assembly, and, of course, be ready to admit that what has happened came as a result of their transgression. 
The prophet tells the people that the Day of the LORD is at hand, by which is meant either the present judgment against Judah and Jerusalem, or that and another judgment at the end of the age. Alas for the day, for it will be terrible, says the prophet. Destruction will come and it has come from the hand of God himself. The Day of the Lord as a common phrase in the Old Testament, always refers to some extraordinary happening. Whether a present event, like locust plague, an event in the near future like the destruction of Jerusalem, or  as it looms today over America known as the Michigan blight, or the final period of history when God will defeat all the forces of evil. Even when the Day of the Lord refers to a present event, it also pictures the final day of the Lord. This final event of history has two aspects to it: (1) the last judgment of all evil and sin and (2) the final reward for faithful believers. Righteousness and truth will prevail; but not before much suffering as a result of unrighteousness.
Joel reaches a turning point in his message, when he moves from prophesying about an outpouring of God’s judgment to prophesying about an outpouring of God’s forgiveness and blessing. But this would come only if the people sought to live as God wanted them to, giving up their sins. It would seem from the next words that the prophet’s warning did not go unheeded.  The people apparently gave some evidence of a change of heart by a national day of prayer, whereupon Joel predicted a reversal of their misfortunes and promised fertility, and abundance, with recompense for "the years that the locust hath eaten.” Where there is repentance, there is hope.  Not only so, but the Lord would send his spirit upon the people. From the oldest to the youngest, each and every one would know God with the direct intimacy. The Day of the Lord would with all its supernatural terrors, but the faithful children of God would be safe within his holy city.
If you trust the Lord, looking toward this final day should give you hope, because all who are faithful will be united forever with God. Without God devastation is sure. Those who have not personally accepted God’s love and forgiveness will stand before him with no appeal. Be sure to call upon God’s love and mercy while you have the opportunity. Call to Jesus Christ today and he will save you and give you eternal life.
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