Sabbath Day Sermon of June 6, 2020
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The First Prayer Meeting of the Disciples of Jesus

Acts Chapter 14 [:14].

“These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication.” Who were the disciples in the prayer meeting? We observe that besides Jesus’ 12 disciples or the apostles, there were the believing women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and His half brothers and Sisters the children of Joseph and Mary. So Mary if had five other children after Jesus, then she could not have been a virgin forever or the queen of heaven being venerated today in the Catholic Church. In the book of Prophet Jeremiah, we read of who is the virgin forever and queen of heaven worshipped by pagans in the Old Testament times and is still worshipped today in our time. (Jeremiah 44:15-30; Acts 19:24-35).
At this time, Jesus brothers were with the disciples. During Jesus’ lifetime, His brothers did not believe he was the Messiah, but his death and resurrection must have convinced them. Jesus’ special appearance to James, one of his half-brothers who later became the Bishop of Jerusalem, and may have been an especially significant event in their conversation (1 Corinthians 15:7-9).
The sixth mark of the early Church is waiting on the promise of the Father in united prayer. It is difficult to form a right conception of the unspeakable importance of this first prayer meeting in the history of the Kingdom, a prayer-meeting which was the simple fulfilling of the command of Jesus Christ. It was to be for all time the indication of the one condition on which His Presence and Spirit would be known in Power. In it, we have the secret key that opens the storehouse of heaven with all its blessings.
14-15. This was the first business meeting. The small group of eleven had already grown to more than 120. The main order of business was to appoint a new disciple, or apostle, as the 11 were now called. While the apostles waited, they were doing what they could: praying, seeking God Almighty’s guidance, and getting organized. Waiting for God Almighty to work does not mean we should sit around doing nothing. We must do what we can while we can, as long as we don’t run ahead of God Almighty.
If you ask, “How could someone who had been with Jesus daily for almost three years betray Him? Judas received the same calling and teaching as everyone else. But he chose, that is the word; he chose to reject Jesus Christ’s warning as well as his offers of mercy. Judas hardened his heart and joined in the plot with Jesus’ enemies to betray Him. He remained unrepentant to the end, and he finally committed suicide (Matthew 27:5). Although Jesus predicted this would happen, it was Judas’ choice, here is the word again, “choice.” There is no guarantee that those privileged to be close to the truth are necessarily going to be committed to the truth (Mark 14:1-46).
Jesus Christ had prayed that the disciples might be one, even as He and The Father are one, perfect in one, that the world might know that God Almighty loved us as He loved Jesus Christ. Seeing in the strife that was among them at the Lord’s Table as to who would be chief, speaks of how far the disciples were from such a state when Jesus prayed the prayer. It was only after the resurrection and after Jesus Christ had gone to heaven that they would be brought, in the ten days of united supplication, to that holy unity of love and of purpose which would make them the one Body of Jesus Christ prepared to receive the Holy Spirit in all His power.

What a prayer-meeting! The fruit of Jesus Christ’s training during His three years’ interaction with them. Just as Adam’s body was first created, before God Almighty breathed His Spirit into him, and so the Body of Jesus Christ had first to be formed before the Holy Spirit took possession.  This prayer-meeting gives us the law of the Kingdom of God Almighty for all time. 
Wherever Jesus Christ’s disciples are linked to each other in love and yield themselves wholly to Him in undivided consecration, the Holy Spirit will be given from heaven as the seal of God Almighty’s approval, and Jesus Christ will show His mighty power. One of the great marks of the new dispensation is that united unceasing prayer that availeth much, and is crowned with the power of the Holy Spirit. Have we not here the reason why, if our prayers are confined in great measure to our church or interests, the answer cannot come in such power as we expected?
“Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit” in the true faith. There is one body and one Spirit. (Ephesians 3:3, 4). It is from Apostle Paul that we learn how the Christian communities in different places ought to remember each other in the fellowship of prayer. He points out how in such prayer God Almighty is glorified, and of how the ministry of intercession abounds to the glory of God Almighty (2 Corinthians 1:11; 4:15; 9:12, 13).
In our days there is very great need that the children of God Almighty throughout the world should be drawn close together in the consciousness of their being chosen by God Almighty to be a holy priesthood ministering continually the sacrifice of praise and prayer. But we find that there is too little distinction between the world and the Church of Jesus Christ because in the lives of many God Almighty’s children there is very little difference from what the world is. It is a question of the deepest importance, that is, of “What can be done to foster the unity of the Spirit, seeing that Satan claims 80 percent of all people on earth including Christians who are living in sin, resemble him with dog heads.”
If we may ask you who claim to be Christian, are you among the 80 percent with Satan’s dog heads or with the 20 percent in Jesus Christ? Apostle Paul says to examine yourself daily if you are in Jesus Christ. Now, remember that God Almighty is content with a few, and with Him is about quality, not quantity. Apostle Paul says, “Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that as a Christian Jesus Christ is in you? Unless indeed you fail to meet the test!” (2 Corinthians 13:5,2 Peter 1:10-11).

Nothing will help so much as the separation to the study of the Word of God Almighty and a life of more prayer, with the definite intercession that God Almighty’s people may prove their unity in a life of holiness and love. (John 14:15-24). That will be a living testimony to the world of what it means to live for God Almighty. When Apostle Paul wrote: “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Holy Spirit and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints,” he names one of the essential characteristics of the difference between God Almighty’s people and the world.

Here Paul describes the practical application of Christianity with a famous series of metaphors. He describes the “Amor of God” in this passage. Paul uses the allegory of a Roman soldier’s basic equipment to show how the components of Christianity work together as we strive to serve God Almighty. The soldier’s tools include a belt, breastplate, shoes, shield, helmet, and sword in parallel; the Christian’s implements are truth, righteousness, the Gospel, faith, salvation, and the Word of God Almighty. Christians are also given prayer. Just as a soldier’s equipment is designed for their earthly battle, a Christian’s equipment is meant for spiritual warfare (Ephesians 6:10-20).

My friends, would you say you long to bear this mark of the children of God Almighty, and to be able to pray for them that you may prove to yourself and others that you are indeed not of the world. If you would, then please resolve in your life to bear about with you this one great distinctive feature of the true Christian, a life of prayer and intercession. Join with God Almighty’s children who are seeking with one accord and unceasingly so to maintain the unity of the Holy Spirit and the Body of Jesus Christ that they may be strong in the Lord and the power of His might, to pray down a blessing upon His Church.

Let none of us believers in Jesus Christ think it too much to give a quarter of an hour every day for meditation on some Word of God Almighty connected with His promises to His Church, and then to plead with Him for its fulfillment. Without a doubt, slowly, unobservedly, and yet surely, you and I will taste the blessedness of being one, heart and soul, with God Almighty’s people, and receive the power to pray the effectual prayer that availeth much.
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References: Diana - Goddess of the Ephesians.
Acts 19:24-35. KJV
Diana - This Latin word, properly denoting a Roman goddess, is the representative of the Greek Artemus, the tutelary goddess of the Ephesians, who plays so important a part in the narrative of Acts 19. The Ephesian Diana was, however, regarded as invested with very different attributes, and is rather to be identified with Astarte or the Babylonian Semiramis and other female heathen gods of the East. The head wore a mural crown, each handheld a bar of metal, and the lower part ended in a rude block covered with figures of animals and mystic inscriptions. This idol was regarded as an object of peculiar pagan sanctity and was believed to have fallen from the second heaven of Lucifer. (Acts 19:35). It is this rock god that is known today as the Blackstone of Kabbah.
