Sabbath Day Sermon of June 6, 2015, 2015
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

New Wine will Burst the Old Bottle and Cause a Spill
Mark Chapter 2

And again Jesus entered into Capernaum, after some days; and it was noised that he was in the house.” Which house? It could have been his dwelling place or the place he used for the ministerial work. As always where ever Jesus went, many gathered to hear him in as much as there would be no room left for more people who would try to enter as he preached to them the Gospel message of the Kingdom of God.

Then came others who brought with them a friend of theirs who had been sick of palsy;  a condition marked by uncontrollable tremor of the body or a part, sometimes could be caused by a brain injury – paralysis. The palsied man’s need moved his friends to action, and they brought him to Jesus. When you recognize someone’s need, do you act or do you wait for them to tell you or perhaps beg for it before you act? Many people have physical and spiritual needs you as a Christian can meet, either by yourself or with others who are also concerned. Human need moved these four men; let it also move you to compassionate action.

Skeptics would probably argue over how possibly they could have gone into the room from the roof. Well, houses in Bible times were built on stone. They had flat roofs made of mud mixed with straw. The same mud and straw used by the Israelites to make bricks in Egypt. Outside stairways like our today’s fire escape led to the roof.  These friends carried the paralyzed man up the outside stairs to the roof. They then after taken apart the mud and straw mixture made a hole through which they lowered their friend to Jesus in the room.
Before saying to the palsied man, “Arise,” Jesus said, “Thy sins be forgiven thee.” To the Pharisees who always endeavored to be present at Jesus’ meetings, purposefully to find faults, this was blasphemy, claiming to do something only God could do. According to the Law, the punishment for this sin was death (Leviticus 24:15, 16).  The scribes, although their motive may have been evil, but they asked the right question about Jesus and the forgiveness of sins. If God alone can do this, Jesus either was God or was guilty of blasphemy. They concluded wrongly, however, that Jesus was not God. The religious leaders understood correctly that Jesus was claiming divine prerogatives, but their judgment of him was wrong. Jesus was not blaspheming, because his claim was true. Jesus is God on a visit to this world to bring back the lost to the Father’s house, and he proved his claim by healing the man with palsy, and by his death on the cross and his resurrection. 
10-13. Here Jesus calls himself the “Son of man.” This title Son of man emphasizes that Jesus is fully man, while Son of God emphasizes that he is fully God (John 20:31).  As God’s Son Jesus has the authority to forgive sin. As a man, he can identify with our deepest needs and sufferings and help us overcome sin. Again, he went out by the sea side where the fish trade was carried out, purposefully, to make contact with people and to preach to them the Word of God.  From this passage it appears that Levi was not among the multitude who resorted unto Jesus, but as he was passing by the toll booth, he saw Levi another name for Matthew who was a custom officer; he is the disciple who wrote the Gospel of Matthew. Jesus said to him “follow me” and he dropped everything and followed him. You would think Levi’s world was different from ours today, the reason he was able to drop everything and followed Jesus. But you should understand that the Lord Jesus Christ who called him to follow him is still the same today. He has not changed and will never change. Please be ready to follow him when he calls you.
Jesus probably chose Capernaum for his ministry headquarters because it was a key military center for Roman troops as well as thriving business center. Several major highways intersected in Capernaum, with merchants passing through from as far away as Egypt to the south and Mesopotamia to the north.
14-17. We read here that the day Levi met Jesus and was called to follow him, he held a meeting at his house, purposefully, to introduce him to his friends. One could say that he did not waste any time to start witnessing to those who were his friends in the world to join him in his newly found life. Some newly saved Christians would say that they couldn’t witness because they are still young Christians and need training before they can start witnessing to others. My friend all that is required of you after you have received Jesus into your life, is to tell others in your own words about Jesus and how he saved you. That story wouldn’t be so hard to tell, would it? Like Levi, new believers can tell others about their faith right away with whatever knowledge, skill, or experience they already have. 

17-20. Just as most people would think and act as if it is their place to beat the sinner to death with words of condemnation; they do this because they have failed to understand that a sinner is a sick individual and needs the Word of God and their love to help them to stop sinning. The self-righteous Pharisees were indignant that Jesus would eat a meal with such sinners as Levi and his friends.  Again, it is one thing to recognize a sinner in their sin, but sometimes we cannot tell when they have made peace with Jesus Christ, and are on their way to heaven. Jesus was known to associate with sinners because he loved them and because he knew they were sick and needed to hear what he had to say for their healing. 


Jesus spent time with whoever needed or wanted to hear his message. He will do the same today for anyone who needs him and wants to hear his message. It did no matter to him, poor, rich, evil, good. As a true Christian, that is, one that has been born again, you too must associate with those who need Jesus Christ, even if they do not seem to be ideal companions. Because if all your friends and acquaintances are true Christians, how would you be able to help bring back the lost as Jesus expects you to do. If there are people you are neglecting because of their reputation, they may be the ones who most need to see and hear the message of Jesus Christ’s love in and from you.
The disciples of John the Baptist and the Pharisees used to fast; here the Scribes in their quest to find faults with him, came and asked Jesus, “Why do the disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but thy disciples fast not?” John had two goals assigned to him: to lead people to repent of their sin, and to prepare them for Jesus Christ’s coming. John’s message was a sobering one, so he and his followers fasted. Fasting was practiced in Jesus’ day, and it was done by the apostles (Acts 13:1-3). 
Fasting was an outward sign of humility and regret for sin, and an inner discipline that clears the mind and keeps the Spirit alert. Fasting no doubt empties the body of food, repentance empties the life of sin.  Jesus disciples did not need to fast to prepare for his coming, because he was with them. Again, fasting was an expression of sorrow and was not in keeping with the joy his disciples shared with him, like the joy of wedding feast. Nevertheless, Jesus emphasized fasting with the right motives. But he was critical of fasting that was ostentatious and that looked for the approval of men. He endorsed secret fasting only, which sought to glorify God. Present-day Christians might well engage in fasting from time to time. 
The Pharisees fasted twice a week to show others how holy they were. Jesus explained that if people fast only to impress others, they are twisting the purpose of fasting. Jesus comparing himself to a bridegroom depicts his Children as his bride for he loves them so much that he gave his live to save them, just as  husbands are to love their wives and give their lives for them (Ephesians 5:21-33; Isaiah 62:5; Matthew 25:1-14; Revelations 21:2).

 Jesus now uses the wine bottle to illustrate the different between his message and that of Phariseesism today known as Judaism. A wine bottle in Jesus day was a goatskin sewed together at the edges to form a watertight bag. New wine, expanding as it aged, stretched the wineskin. New wine, therefore, could not be put into a wineskin that had already been stretched, or the taut skin would burst. My experience when I work in a brewery was exactly as Jesus described; as the bottles were filled with new beer; the old bottles will always be the ones that would easily burst in the process.
Jesus implied that Phariseeism or Judaism as it is known today, was and still is a man made religion which is rigid like old wineskins. Its adherents cannot accept faith in Jesus which cannot be contained or limited by man-made ideas or rules as found in the Talmud its holy book. My friend, your heart as a wineskin, can become rigid and prevent you from accepting the new life that Jesus Christ offers. Keep your heart pliable and open to accepting the life-changing truths of Jesus Christ’s message.

The Pharisees accused Jesus for denigrating the Sabbath because his disciples picked grain to eat on the Sabbath. However, Mark in these verses show that the Pharisees mis-interpreted the action of Jesus' disciples –picking the grain and eating it as they walked through the fields—as harvesting and so they judged Jesus a lawbreaker. But Jesus and the disciples clearly were not picking the grains for personal gain; they were simply looking for something to eat. The Pharisees were so focused on the words of the rule that they missed its intent and sight of what was good and right. Jesus implies in Mark 3:4 that the Sabbath is a day to do good, God provided the Sabbath as a day of rest and worship, but he didn't mean that concern for rest should keep us from lifting a finger to help others.

"The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath." The actions of Jesus' disciples did not denigrate the law to keep the Sabbath Day holy. The question Jesus posed to Pharisees in many words was weather they would rather see his disciples or a child of God starve than pluck corn to eat on the Sabbath Day? Jesus used the example of David to point out how ridiculous the Pharisees accusations were. David was fleeing from Saul. David and his followers were hungered, and the only food available to them was the shewbread from the priests, which they were not supposed to eat. Would The Lord God Almighty rather that David starved or eat the showbread? The Lord God Almighty had mercy on David and did not count it as unrighteousness on David's part. 

Now let's compare this to the actions of Jesus' disciples. The disciples while travelling with The Lord Himself, had need for food and plucked corn on the Sabbath. Would The Lord have preferred that the disciples starved, than pluck corn so that they could eat? The answer is no. Then Jesus goes on to say this: "The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath:" Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath (Mark 2: 27-28).  Signifying that Jesus who is the Son of God and the author of the Sabbath command found no fault in his disciples' actions.  In other words, His disciples did not delineate or pollute the Sabbath, nor did Jesus' response abrogate the law to keep the Sabbath day holy (Matthew 5:17-20). In saying that "man was made for the Sabbath," Jesus was reflecting upon the lesson that could be learned from David's and His disciples' actions. In order to understand the position of the Pharisees, one must recognize that the religion of Phariseesm Sabbath observance in Jesus' day did not mean simply following Scripture laws but also adherence to strict man made regulations and the so called baseless oral tradition instructions (Matthew 15:1-6).
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