Sabbath Day Sermon of June 2, 2012.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Right Use of the Sabbath

Luke Chapter 6

God rested on the seventh day, according to Genesis 2:2. This is the first mention of the Sabbath in the Scripture. As you can see, Sabbath was there at creation. If God is a Spirit who could never get tired, why did he create a day of rest after he created all things? It is because God after he had created man in his image to be the overseer of everything he created, which is the reason we are the most hated by Satan of all God’s creation. God rested on the Sabbath day to teach the man he had created how to observe His established day of rest he had created for him; hence Jesus ‘statement that the Sabbath was made for man and not man for the Sabbath.” (Mark 2:27, 28). 
Human beings are Satan’s most hated creations of God, because Satan had thought that God was going to make him the overseer of everything he created. But God chose to make man in his image and had him give names to everything he created, and placed him in the garden and put him in charge of everything he created “And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth” (Gen. 1:27). To steal the right to all that God had placed in the hands of the man, Satan had to deceive the woman, the weaker vessel by which he had everything main for God’s children delivered into his hands (Luke 4:5).
So on this second after the first Sabbath, Jesus and his disciples stopped by a corn farm and his disciples plucked the ears of corn to eat, rubbing them in their hands, not loading them in a truck, but to eat. Because his disciples also knew the law they must have been plucking the corns from around the edges of the farms (Lev19:10, 15; 23:22). However, as always when ever Jesus was around, here come the Pharisees: “Why do ye that which is not lawful to do on the Sabbath days?” In response to his critics, Jesus often referred to the Old Testament Scriptures to explain and justify his conduct. He referred to two incidents (David and his followers and the bread which was reserved for the priests (1 Sam. 21:1-6) and said human need comes before regulations; (2) the priests worked on the Sabbath by offering sacrifices. If they could break the law to keep another, so Jesus could breach the Sabbath law in the larger interests of the Kingdom of God. We learn here that works of necessity is not prohibited by the Sabbath Day Law. Works of mercy do the same. But some who use necessity and mercy for license to do as they please, should know that this is not allowable. God is the one who oversees these acts of necessity and mercy, if your act is not genuine before Him you will be in violation of His commandment to keep the Sabbath Day holy.
12-16. Jesus is in secret prayer to the Father. He is alone and he is long with God in prayer. Following this season of prayer he chose his disciples. Believers should make their decisions after, not before, prayer. To be his disciples, Jesus selected “ordinary” men with a mixture of backgrounds and personalities. Today, God calls “ordinary” people together to build his Church, teach salvation’s message, and serve others out of love. 

Apostles, literally, “one sent forth” An apostle is an ambassador of missionary serving the one who sent him to those God wants His message delivered. Some have said that the office of apostle no longer continues, arguing that one of the qualifications was that the person must have seen the Lord Jesus face to face so as to be an eyewitness of the resurrection (Luke 24:48). If that is the case, does it mean one cannot be called by God in our time as an Apostle? Not so, because in Ephesians 4, we read as follows:  “Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things. And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ (Eph. 4:9-13).
Therefore, until all these conditions can be seen and experienced in the Church, these gifts shall remain in the Church. In other words there would be Apostles, prophets, evangelist, pastors and teachers until these conditions are met. Paul expanded on these gifts in 1 Cor. 12. Again, Jesus says these words “If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you” (John 14:15-20). Now we know that the world cannot see Jesus, but Believers do see him according to Jesus’ words. In other words, in which ever way the apostles were able to see him after he had ascended into heaven so do Believers see him and talk to him today? Since all Believers can see Jesus, so are we his witnesses. It is not by sight do we see him, but by His Spirit says the Lord. Of course, the call to the ministry of the gospel of Jesus is not done by a mere man, but by God through the Holy Spirit are his ministers called to the plough. Again, no one can make anyone accept Jesus Christ, only the Holy Spirit (John 6:44, 65). The apostles performed miracles and signs that testified to their authenticity. There were more than twelve apostles, for besides the disciples, Scripture speaks of Paul, Barnabas, James, and Andronicus and Junius as apostles (Acts 14:14; Rom. 15:7; 1 Gal. 1: 19). All these were not eyewitnesses, but were called and ordained apostles by the power of the Holy Spirit who called them to that office.
17-19. Up to this point the ministry of Jesus was generally limited to the synagogues. Now he goes public. Multitude would come to hear him and all who need healing are healed. Although today’s healings in no way resemble what Jesus did, but his promise still stands that the Believer who would have faith like a mustard see, he or she can move mountains. That today’s healers do not seem to have this makes one wonder if any of these people have faith like the mustard seed. Again, the motive behind what they do could be the reason most of their claiming of healing turn out to be false. There are very few silent true Christian healers today. These healers are hardly known because they do not heal for money or for fame. The power to heal instantaneously requires that one seek the power of God, which he or she does not have in and of themselves. But all believers do heal themselves and others through prayer.
People should be able to see a difference between Christians and non-Christians because of the way Christians live. Paul tells us to leave behind the old life of sin now that we are followers of Jesus Christ. Living the Christian life is a process. As you look over the last year since you became a Christian, do you see a process of change for the better in your thoughts, attitudes, and actions? Although change is always slow, it comes about if you trust God to change you. 
The Christian is warned in the Scriptures against causing the Holy Spirit sorrow by the way we live. Paul warns against the bad language, meanness, improper use of anger, quarrels, harsh words, and bad attitudes toward others. Instead of acting that way, we should be forgiving, just as God has forgiven us. Your actions towards others should be pleasing to God not grieving to him. Believers ought to act in love toward their brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ just as God acted in love by sending his Son to die for our sins (Eph. 4:17-32).
20-23. Luke’s account resembles an abbreviated version of Matthew’s report. Probably both accounts were summaries of the Sermon on the Mount. The longer Matthean account can be read in a few minutes’ time, even though Jesus undoubtedly spoke far longer. All of the Gospels together give us just a small potion of everything Jesus said and did in the nearly three years of his public ministry (John 21:25). 
The hunger of which Jesus spoke we believe is a hunger for righteousness, but it could also mean physical hunger. In any case, in a nation where riches were seen as a sign of God’s favor, Jesus startled his hearers by pronouncing blessings on the hungry. In doing so, however, he was in line with the Old Testament Scripture which is full of texts proclaiming God’s concern for the poor (Ex. 22:25; 23:3,6,11).
24-26. Woe unto you that are rich, not because they are rich but because they trusted in their riches instead of trusting in God. It is the folly of fools to make anything in this world their consolation. If you are trying to find fulfillment only through riches, wealth may be the only reward you will ever get—and it does not last. We must not seek comfort now at the expense of eternal life. There were many false prophets in Old Testament times. They were praised by kings and crowds because their predictions: prosperity and victory in war were exactly what the people wanted to hear; this does sound familiar, because this is what one of things that has gone wrong with the Church today. But popularity is no guarantee of truth, and human flattery does not bring God’s approval. That it is legal does not make it right. Sadness lies ahead for those who chase after the crowd’s praise rather than God’s truth and His righteousness.
27-36. Jesus here expanded on the law of love that was taught in the Old Testament. Some of his ideas on the subject were probably considered by his audience as radically unorthodox. The Jews despised the Romans because they oppressed them, but Jesus told them to love these enemies. Such words turned many away from Jesus Christ, and would turn away some Christians today. But Jesus was not talking about having affection for enemies; but he was talking about an act of the will. Loving our enemies means acting in their best interests. We can pray for them, we can think of ways to help them. Jesus loved the whole world, even though the world was and still in rebellion against God. Believers are to follow Jesus’ example by loving our enemies. The Christian is to grant their enemies the same respect and rights as they desire for themselves. Paul enlarged on this theme in 1 Cor. 13 defining real love. In chapter 1Cor. 14 Paul shows how love works, and as the more important gift than all spiritual gifts exercised in the Church body. Because with love you cannot provide acceptable service to God. Again, it is by love are we persuaded to witness to others that they may be saved as well. 

Love means action. One way to put love to work is to take the initiative in meeting specific needs. The money we give others in need should be considered a gift, not a high-interest loan that will put a burden on them. Give it as though you are giving it to God.

37-40. Forgive and ye shall be forgiven, i.e., the failure to forgive others is a sin itself, and until others are forgiven, we are not forgiven. A forgiving spirit demonstrates that a person has received God’s forgiveness. Jesus’ words reflect measuring grain in a basket to ensure the full amount. If we are critical rather than compassionate, we will also receive criticism. If we treat others generously, graciously, and compassionately, however, these qualities will come back to us in full measure. 

“Can the blind lead the blind?” Jesus is saying that you make sure you are following the right teachers and leaders, because you will go no father than they do. Look for leaders who will show you more about faith and whose guidance you can trust. Good leaders and teachers do not necessary seek to please people, but the truth you will learn from them shall make you free.
41-46. Jesus is saying here that we who pick out the speck of dust in another’s eye may have a two-by-four in our own eye. In other words, before we reform others we must first reform ourselves. Jesus does not mean we should ignore wrong doing, but we are not to be so worried about other sins that we overlook our own. We often rationalize our sins by pointing out the same mistakes in others. However, we not to be so afraid of the label hypocrite that we stand still in our Christian life, hiding our faith and making no attempts to grow. It is not being a hypocrite when you try to do right, but fail. Neither are those who fulfill their duty even when they do not feel like doing it.
Jesus reminds us that our speech and actions reveal our real, underlying beliefs, attitudes, and motivations. The good impressions we try to make cannot last if our heart is deceptive. What is in your heart will come out in your speech and behavior. Obeying God is like building a house on a strong solid foundation that stands firm when storms come. When life is calm, our foundations do not seem to matter. But when crises come, our foundations are tested. Be sure your life is built on the solid foundation of knowing and trusting Jesus Christ.
47-49. Further, Jesus distinguishes between a true and false profession. The rock or good foundation, symbolizes those who come to Jesus Christ for salvation. Those who build on sand have no foundation; even if their works of righteousness abound. Paul speaks of Jesus Christ as the solid foundation (1 Cor. 3:11). All those who are united to Jesus Christ by faith are priests unto God (Rev. 2:9; Rev. 1:6). Under the old covenant, believers required a priest to mediate between them and God at the altar. The high priest was their mediator in the Holy of Holies. Jesus Christ has become our high priest (Heb. 4:14, 5:10, 7:27; 9:11); we now may go directly to God through Jesus Christ without any human mediator. This New Testament truth, the priesthood of all believers, includes both laity and clergy. Apart from Jesus priestly work, there is no salvation. Hebrews says that Jesus Christ is our mediator; the one who stands between us and a holy God. By his death Jesus, in a once-for-all act, made atonement for our sins. Believers can approach God boldly through the only valid High Priest Jesus Christ. 
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